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Voting
by Reverend Philip Brooks

A Congressman, near
the time of
Prohibition, was
asked his attitude
toward whiskey. Not
knowing the
viewpoint of the
inquirer, he stated
that he was a person of unshakable
principle and he would be very pleased to
share his position toward whiskey. He
replied, "If you mean the demon drink
that poisons the mind, pollutes the body,
desecrates family life, and inflames
sinners, then I'm against it. But if you
mean the elixir of Christmas cheer, the
shield against winter chill, the taxable
potion that puts needed funds into public
coffers to comfort little crippled children,
then I'm for it. This is my position, and I
will not compromise." Asked about a
particular issue, comedian Groucho Marx
once stated, "Those are my principles and
if you don't like them... well, I have
others."

Everyone has basic principles that govern
direction and purpose. But, like
Groucho's wry quip, they may be ever
changing like a broken compass that never
seems able to lock onto "North".

As Christians, we seek to be guided by
biblical principles that have stood the test
of time. During this election season, while
the church never endorses candidates, it is
a constitutional right to comment on
issues. The West Ohio Conference of The
United Methodist Church urges the
following principled votes on issues 5 and
6: YES on 5 and NO on 6.

Issue 5 amounts to usury which biblical
teaching has long condemned. So-called
payday lending can entrap a person into

WORSHIP AT TRINITY:

SUNDAY MORNINGS
0:00 a.m.
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in the Sanctuary

11:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship
in the Sanctuary

Crossroads Contemporary
Worship in Fellowship Hall

391% annual percentage rates for a loan
thus ensnaring persons for years because
they never can climb out of the financial
hole prepared by "the system". Voting
YES on Issue 5 reaffirms a 28% interest
rate cap approved by the legislature
earlier this year. We are all aware that
sometimes issues are worded in confusing
ways on ballots. Vote YES on Issue 5
to ban the social scourge of
incredibly enslaving interest rates.

Issue 6 raises once more the ugly specter
of casino gambling in our State.
Proponents claim this will benefit Ohio,
but a realistic look at what gambling has
done in other places unmasks it for what it
truly is: a social disease that ruins many
lives, causes social service costs that far
outweigh any temporary financial gains,
and draws undesirable practices like flies
to road kill. Persons of principled
conscience are urged to vote NO on
Issue Six.

Besides voting on Election Day, we have
the opportunity to cast another highly
important vote by electing to support
Trinity Church with a generous pledge for
2009. The economy is weak at present
but as God has blessed us with many
positive benefits, we are urged to
sacrificially support God's Church with
our time, talents, and treasure. Amazing
Grace Sunday is Nov. 16 at Trinity, a
day we will celebrate completion of
the North Wing renovation project.
I ask you to join me in making a pledge to
the Church for 2009 on or before that day
so the many ministries of Christ through
Trinity Church may continue unabated.

Your part counts. You are important.
Your influence is significant. Don't forget
to vote!
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"Can Respect and Burning
Conviction Co-Exist?"

This title caught not only my eye but my
fascination as well and . . . oh yes, and
my longing. It inspired an immediate
visual memory of someone slouching down
in a chair, arms crossed and face hardened
into obvious disdain and daring, glaring at
me and others because of some ideas that
had been expressed that were not aligned
with those of the angry one. But a feeling
of hope accompanied this vision as well.

"What Does It Mean to Be Sensitive to
People of Other Faiths?"

There we go again! Intrigue! Irresistible
attraction! A feeling of "Good grief ! I've
got to get to that conference!" my mind
relayed to me faster than I could
verbalize. "I just might find some answers
for dealing with those former glaring eyes
and arms akimbo!"

"Different Understandings about God,"
"Developing an Evangelistic Congregational
Culture," "The Cross and World Religions,"
and "Lessons from Ministering amidst
Turmoil!"

"That's it! I'm going!" I determined as I
quickly picked up the phone to register for
the conference.

As I sit here in the middle of October,
typing away, an icon flashes on my
computer screen to alert me to a new
email coming in. Subject: "Wealth
Management: Analyst Comments." My
captured interest and excitement turns
rapidly from enticement to fear and a
desire to ignore this new incoming
information.

But "Man's extremity is God's
opportunity!" I think. And how grateful I
am to trust in the Lord with all my heart,
and to turn my attention instead to
attending a conference at the Methodist
Theological School of Ohio, to hear Dr.
Ajith Fernando, a close friend of our
pastor, Reverend Brooks, as "Ajith" speaks
on each topic you've just read quoted
above. The Dow may plunge, but my
mood need not plunge with it. That email
can wait, but I can't. I'm going!

Late Fall Session runs through December 28th, 10 a.m.

New Member Class
Reverend Brian Jones
Chapelside Parlor

Our new Associate Pastor, Dr. Brian Jones,
will provide potential new members with a
broad view of Trinity’s vast ministry. All
aspects of church life, all missions, councils,
special events, educational offerings, special
services and liturgical events, small groups,
volunteer opportunities and information about
what it is to be a Methodist will be included.
Opportunity for questions and discussion will
be a major portion of each session. All those
interested in church membership are
welcome, as are current members wishing to
be updated! Come one, come all!

Unsheltered Life

November 2, 9, 16 and 23

Rev. Amy Aspey and Zachary Reat
Fellowship Parlor

The Columbus Coalition for the Homeless, an
organization that works to educate
community members about the problem of
homelessness and to advocate on behalf of
people who are homeless, will present
portions of the Coalition's education program,
"Unsheltered Life.” Activities will include a
formerly homeless person who will tell his
story, participating in a simulated experience
of homelessness called "Three Days on the
Streets,” brainstorming ways that people can
get involved such as responding to people
with courtesy when panhandled, engaging in
Trinity’s many service projects and making
investments of time and money in the lives of
our most vulnerable citizens. Theological
reflections on the Christian's responsibility to
serve will be an integral part of every activity.

Rejoicing in Hope: An Advent Study
November 30, December 7, 14, 28
Reverend Amy Aspey

Fellowship Parlor

Rev. Amy Aspey will facilitate the Advent
study, "Rejoicing in Hope" by James Harnish.
Together we will experience the Christmas
story through five characters (Elizabeth and
Zechariah, Mary, Joseph and Simeon) from
the Gospel of Luke. Each character; in his or
her own way, finds joy in hope. While the
weekly devotions are short, they provide a
wonderful means for focusing on the real
meaning of the season.

Halftime

Glen & Carmen Himes, Bob & Barbara
Bowers, Jim & Karen Houk

Room 208

The first half of our lives is spent furthering
our education and careers and strengthening

our families. At half time we make needed
adjustments in order to have a strong second
half and win the game of life. This DVD
series, based on the book Halftime by Bob
Buford, will challenge you to develop a life
plan that will help you move from a
successful to a significant life. This class will
provide steps and encouragement for adults
who desire to multiply all that God has given
them and give it back as God designed us to
do so that we can live an abundant and
significant life.

Five Love Languages of God
Sue and Bill Fitz, Alison and Joe Poor
Room 207

We feel most loved when others speak our
primary love language. We are drawn to
those people because they are meeting our
basic need to feel loved. Gary Chapman, the
best-selling author of The Five Love
Languages, examines how his concept relates
to God's agape love. Does God demonstrate
His love for us mainly through acts of service,
words of affirmation, gifts, quality time or
physical touch? If man is made in the image
of God, we would expect to find all five love
languages expressed in the character and
nature of God. This class will enable you to
take the first step toward feeling God’s love
more personally and expressing love for God
in more meaningful ways resulting in a better
understanding others’ expressions of love for
God.

Boundaries with Kids

Rhonda & Paul Sipp, Joan Briggs, Laura
& Phil Richter

Room 209

This class will teach us as parents, how to
prepare our children to assume responsibility
for their own lives. Based on the best-selling
book of the same title by Dr. John Townsend
and Dr. Henry Cloud, this DVD series will
explain how to set limits and legitimate
boundaries for our family and still be loving
parents. It will help us as parents to instill a
Godly character in our children, the
foundation of raising a healthy, happy family.

In His Word
Matt Hamilton
Room 201

Join us for an ongoing weekly Bible study.
Currently we are examining the Book of
Romans and related Old and New Testament
scriptures. Join us at any time; you won't
be behind.
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From Macedonia to Columbus: The Choice Is Still Yours

by The Rev. Dr. Brian Jones

"And now brothers, we want you to know about the Grace
that God has given the Macedonian churches. Out of the
most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme
poverty, welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they
gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their
ability. Entirely on their own they urgently pleaded with us
for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. (2
Corinthians 8:1-4)

If you are like me, in the past few weeks you hesitated to
turn on the TV or open a newspaper, or go online.
Everywhere we went there was bad news. Bailouts that
may or may not happen, and which may or may not work.
We have seen established banks fold. Stocks plummet and
then rise and then drop again. Homes all around us are
foreclosing. It seems as if all the things we used to depend
on have suddenly collapsed.

We long for normalcy. We long for dependability. We long
for consistency. But maybe, just maybe we are hungering
for something more. Dr. Dennis Kinlaw, former President of
Asbury College, once said that within each human being
there is a hunger for the eternal. Because we have been
made by the eternal one, and have His image within us, we
hunger for the things of eternity. And given the chance we
will hold onto that which is eternal regardless of the shifting
sands all around us.

The church in Macedonia must have had this hunger. In Our
Scripture Paul marvels that even though times were hard for
them and they were poor, their joy welled up in rich
generosity. They gave beyond their ability. It seems that
because of their financial difficulties, Paul was willing to let
them off the hook, but they pleaded with him not to take
away the great privilege of giving.

AMAZING FAITH,
EXCITING FUTURE

You may clip this pledge
card and mail it to Trinity
United Methodist Church,
1581 Cambridge Blvd.,
Columbus, OH 43212.

Given the choice between taking what they had and giving it
to a changing world or investing it in something that had
eternal significance, the church chose the eternal. They
were bale to not only give but also have a generosity that
welled up within them because their giving was not
dependent on what they had in the bank, or on the day's
economic news. It was based on the one who sits eternal on
the throne of God. When others were in need the church
stood in the gap not only gave, but also were thankful for
the privileged.

The people in Macedonia are not so different than you and
me. I have told the leaders of the Loyalty campaign that I
believe this will be the most successful campaign Trinity
church has ever had. Because I believe that you too have a
hunger for the eternal. I believe you want to take the
blessing God has given you and use them for something of
eternal significance. This year our giving will not depend on
what we have, or where the stock market is. We are the
children of the eternal God. Our actions are based on the
love and passion we have for Him and the call He places on
our lives. Even though we are in tough times I believe that
we will well up in rich generosity. I believe that we will take
great joy in the great privilege of taking what we have and
using it to further the Kingdom of God.

Below you will find a pledge card. I am going to ask you to
NOT fill it out. At least not until you pray. Ask God what He
desires you to do. What is His call on your life? Then
simply do whatever Christ lays on your heart.

Where will you invest your life? In a world that will not last,
or a Kingdom of eternal significance. It's your choice.

TRINITY

Pladge vour support for 2000 by Lovalty Sunday, Movember 16.

New this year, you may Mamsis)
also pledge online by
visiting Trinity's secure ACoress

website at
www.trinityumchurch.org.
Please click on the pledge
form link under "Events

CitywStataZIP

Teleohone

Emall

and Announcements."

Total Annual 2002 Pledge $ .

| am interested in automate
wllheiraal i
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Holiday Collection of Layette Items

New and gently used layette items will
be collected this holiday season.
These items go to Church Women
United. They are organized into
modestly complete newborn layettes
to be given to needy new mothers in
our city.

Monetary donations are also welcome.
These will be sent to CWU. Make your
check payable to Church Women
United and write Layette in the memo
line.

A collection box will be in the narthex
area Sundays, December 7, 14 and
21. Call Nancy Monahan (761-0022)
with questions.

Sunday, December 7, 2008

Tuesday, December 9, 2008

February 6-7, 2009:

Pagea [RINITY

opportunities

Weekly meetings:

WORSHIP
SERVICES

Sunday Mornings
9 a.m. Sanctuary
Traditional Worship

11 a.m. Sanctuary
Traditional Worship

11 a.m. Fellowship Hall

Crossroads
Contemporary
Worship

HOLY
COMMUNION
is offered on the
first Sunday of every
month during all worship
services.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

10 a.m. for Adults and
Children

Sunday Monday

7 pm New
Testament Study;
Chapel

7:15 pm Youth

Pathfinders;

Fellowship Hall

visit ou

2 Communion Sunday
8 am Prayer Group
9-12:30 Coat Collection
12 pm Safe Sanctuary
Comm.; Chapelside Parlor
3 pm Nominating Comm.;
Rm 209
6:30 pm Middle School Group

9:15 am Women'’s
Bible Study;
Chapelside Parlor

9:30 am Wee Moms;
Room 208

10 am Confirmation
Class Meeting with
parents; Balcony

3 pm Nominating Comm.;

10

7 pm Hospitality
Committee;
Fellowship Parlor

16

LOYALTY SUNDAY

12:15 pm Women'’s
Retreat Planning
Group; Chapelside
Parlor

9ZS am Women's
Bible Study;
Chapelside Parlor
9:30 am Wee Moms;
Room 208
12 pm Altar Guild;
Fellowship Parlor

2 5 pm Youth
3 Hosting at YWCA
Family Center

30 Hanging of
the Greens

24
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Tuesday

6:30 am Men’s
Small Group;
Chapelside Parlor

12:30pm Tuesday
Team @ New Life
Clothing Room

6:45 pm Women of
the Living Word
Study; Room 201

7 pm Troop 261;
Room 011

7:30 pm High
School Bible Study

Wednesday

9 am Women of
the Living Word
Study; Rms. 201,
204, 206

7 pm Mom'’s
Group; Chapelside
Parlor

Thursday

6:45 pm Chancel
Bell Choir; Rm
201

7 pm Young
Professionals
Group @ 2132
Ridgecliff Rd.

8 pm Chancel
Choir; Rm 204

9:30 am Friday
Bible Study;
Room 201

Saturday

q

ELECTION DAY
Don't forget to vote!

Trinity Times
Deadline

9

New Life
Winter
Coat Extravaganza
7 pm Stephen
pIVIinistrl%s
Rm. 206

(@)

11

7 pm Meeting Night for
Committees & Councils

12

5 pm Youth Hosting
at YWCA Family
Center

13

9:30 am Prayers &
Squares; Room 001

14

15

10 am Baptism
Information Class;
Chapelside Parlor

8:10 pm Administrative
Council; Room 204
1 8 6 pm Small
Group Council;
Rm 207
6:15 pm Pizza Making
for Homeless;

Fellowship Kitchen
7 pm Trinity Foundation

25

19

7 pm Stephen
Ministries
Rm. 206

20

1 pm Leah Circle;
Chapelside Parlor

21

22

26

27
FHappy
Tandrgiving

28

29

/2
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Trinity members key to Buy a
For | was W 8th year of Bethlehem BoB box!
you gm/c me MM on Broad Ministry ]

by Tom Poole, BoB Chairman $6O whole ,
Tiport o e Benianem onBroag]  $30 half
Ministry at the Broad Street United| QI @ny amou nt

Methodist church since a special
member of our church got us all by Dec. 7!
involved in 2000. Mike Johnson
was a member of Trinity and the
Life Builder group when he started
Trinity's support for the ministry, while he was battling terminal
cancer. Mike passed away in August of 2001, but his legacy lives on
through this very special ministry for Trinity, the Broad Street United
Methodist Church and the people served through this outreach. If
you have participated in years past, you know how special this
event is ... if you haven't had the opportunity, we invite you to join
in!

Matthew 25:35

Packing Day & Potluck Dinner The Bethieh Broad Street Ministry has b g Columb

; e Bethlehem on Broa reet Ministry has been serving Columbus
Friday, December 12th area families in need for over 15 years during the Christmas holiday
season. Trinity, in fellowship with numerous other area churches,
again is joining together with a goal of gathering and packing 1,200
food boxes to be distributed at Broad Street United Methodist
Church on Saturday, December 20. As part of this mission, we will
also continue to support Bethlehem's transitional housing project,
The Inn on Broad Street.

Trinity UMC's goal is to provide 500 (over 40% of the total) of these
food boxes (affectionately known as "BoB Boxes") through the
generous financial and service support from our members.

There are many ways to get involved! Buy a whole, partial or just a
little bit of a BoB Box! ($60 for whole BoB Box, $30 for a half, or
any portion you would like.)

: A full BoB Box donation will provide food for a family for four days.
Delivery Day It will also help provide for part of one night's stay at The Inn on
Saturday, December 13th Broad Street. Now through December 7th, donations can be made
at the Bethlehem Project tables outside both the traditional and
contemporary services, placed in the offering plate or mailed to the
church office. Checks should be made payable to Trinity UMC with
"BoB Box" designated on the memo line. With your donation you
can receive a BoB Box card that is great to designate your gift on
behalf of others during the holiday season.

Distribution Day Save the dates for packing, delivering and distributing our BoB
Saturday, December 20th Boxes. The dates are listed in the column at left and you are
encouraged to join in this wonderful mission. We look forward to
your support and energies to make this our best year ever in
supporting this very special ministry with our BoB Boxes!

Please contact Mark Hawthorne at 488-0038 (h) or at
hawthorne@rwbaird.com to help at the BoB tables on Sundays,
Nov. 9 - Dec. 7 at all services. For further information, please
contact Tom Poole, Bethlehem on Broad Project Chairman, at 458-
8261(c) or at tompoole@microsoft.com.
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Trinity Tours and the West Ohio
Conference present ...

Oberammergau and the Alpine Wonders 2010

Plan now to join Gary Brand and Trinity friends for a
June 2010 trip to see the Passion Play at
Oberammergau, Germany. The Passion Play is
presented only every 10 years and sells out very
quickly. If you are interested, you will need to submit a
$300 deposit very soon ($220 is refundable).

The Passion Play has been performed in
Oberammergau, Austria for over 370 years. It was first
performed when this thankful village promised God --
after the Black Plague had left their small village --
they would show their gratitude by putting on a Passion
Play. And to ensure future generations would always
remember, they vowed to do the play every decade.
The play is a one-of-a-kind spectacular - a 6-hour
musical and dramatic performance that every Christian
should experience.

Itinerary

Day 1 and 2 Depart USA, Arrive in Europe

Day 3 Innsbruck

Day 4 Salzburg

Day 5 Day of Leisure with Passion Play Option
Day 6 Italy and the Brenner Pass

Day 7 Castles & Churches

Day 8 Optional Tour to Neuschwanstein Castle
Day 9 Return Home or select one of the optional
extensions

Total Base Cost: $4,013.00 per person (based on
double occupancy). This price includes: airfare from
Columbus, Ohio, tour, transfers, taxes, tips, hotel, daily
dinner and breakfast, and all tours indicated in the
itinerary unless otherwise noted. Additional Options:
$298 ticket for the Passion play; $299 trip insurance;
$88 for Neuschwanstein Castle tour.

$300 deposit will hold your place for this exciting trip
offered only every 10 years- We hope you will join us.
For more information, please contact Gary Brand at
488-0695 or gbrand@rrohio.com.

trinity youth

Heather Perry

Director of Youth & Young Adult
Ministries

hperry@rrcol.com

Big Turnout for Fall Confirmation Retreat

The Confirmation Class gathered in front of Trinity
before departing for the fall retreat at Camp Otterbein
last month.

High School Bible Study is meeting Wednesday
evenings from 7:30-9:00 p.m in the Youth Room.
We are studying the book of Hebrews and how we
can have freedom through faith in Christ. This is a
very casual setting and students can come when
able and not feel like they are behind. Heather
Perry and Brad Goodwin lead the group.

Pathfinders will be meeting November 2nd, 9th,
16th and 23rd from 7:15-8:30 p.m. From 7:15-
8:00 we will be gathering for a youth worship
service in Fellowship Hall. From 8:00-8:30 p.m
we will play games as a group for whoever would
like to stick around for it. Our vision for this
service is to make it similar to Crossroads in terms
of music, but add media, skits, some discussion
time and student leadership. We want this to be a
very casual atmosphere where middle school and
high school students feel comfortable coming and
being able to learn and share about Christ.

Middle School Small Groups will be meeting
November 2nd from 6:30-7:15 PM in the youth
room and Fellowship Parlor. Come and join a small
group of students as we learn to share our lives
together and to be able to ask questions and get
answers in a Christian setting. Courtney Pierce will
be leading the girls' group and Andrew Tweddle
will be leading the boys' group.

/Y. )
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our church
family

Pamela Allerding
Arvin Donner
Richard Henderson
Faith Kemper

Tim Spurlock

Trinity sympathies are extended to
Dale and Gale Channell and Family in
the passing of Dale's mother, Edith
Channell...to Sherry and Mike Seimer
and Family in the passing of Sherry's
brother, Chris Jones..to Suzanne Gray
and Family in the passing of her
husband and Trinity member, Harold
Gray...to Diane Koontz and Family in
the passing of her husband and Trinity
member, Jeff Koontz...to Don Gebhart
and Family in the passing of his wife
and Trinity member, Barbara Gebhart
. and to Chris and Stefanie Spielman
and Family in the passing of Chris'
father, Charles "Sonny" Spielman.

The rose on the altar on September 28
was presented with thanksgiving to
God for the birth of Ryan Lewis Potts,
son of Megan and Chris, born
September 13. Steve and Pam Lewis
are the maternal grandparents. The
rose on the Altar October 19 was
presented with thanksgiving to God for
the birth of Kelsey Ashlyn Johnson,
daughter of Laurel and David, born
October 13, 2008. The maternal
grandparents are Don Gebhart and the
late Barb Gebhart.

Members and friends of Trinity often ask that the Church be included
in their estate planning or by requesting that memorial donations be
made to Trinity in their honor. These persons have left a legacy that
will endure and bless others in the years to come. Gifts to Trinity
Foundation are also made to honor weddings, retirements and other
milestones. If you are interested in including Trinity in your estate
plan, please contact Rev. Philip Brooks at 488-0695; Willie Grove,
Trinity Foundation Chair, at 460-6580; and your financial advisor.

We are grateful for the following memorial gifts made in the Third

Quarter:

In memory of
Marjorie Asbury

Betty Chrissinger

Faith Kemper

Mr. & Mrs. Ron O’Brien
George & Judy Coles

In memory of
Polly Boyer

Jim & Connie McCall
In memory of
Bernice Conrad
M. June Moncur

In memory of
Margaret Blackmore
Lois & David Guthrie
In memory of

Ruth Bulko
Geraldine Nardone
In memory of
Helen Keith
Carolyn Copeland
Alberta Lindstrom
In memory of
Marie McNamara

M. June Monsur

In memory of
Nunnie Pepper

M. June Moncur
Rebecca Horton

In memory of
Ruth Sohner

Don & Diane Elavsky
Mr. & Mrs. John Taulbee
Nancy Sohner

Lucille Tresch

In memory of
Maxine Vaughan

Jim & Connie McCall
Richard & Elaine Slager
John & Flo Ann Easton

In memory of
Elizabeth R. Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Williams
In memory of

Gary Ellson

Robert & Carol Ellson

In memory of

Edith Channell

Philip & Vickie Moseley
In memory of

Chic Wahoff

Bill & Barbara Coombs
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