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Starting again often
is termed "turning
over a new leaf,"
conjuring the image
of turning to a new
page and trying for
a new beginning.

An intriguing item for sale at most
bookstores is a book with blank pages.
In such a volume you become the
author, writing whatever you will.
Often such blank books are used for
journaling to keep a diary of thoughts,
feelings, and events.  The book is filled
with potential and unknown
adventures - whatever the coming year
holds.  

A new year is like beginning a journey
into terra incognita, uncharted
territory where no one knows what
will occur.  We may think we know; we
may have a firm idea of what will
happen; but no one can say with
certainty what the coming twelve
months will bring.  One year ago no
one foresaw our current economic
turmoil or the possible bankruptcy of a
business so large and respected as
General Motors.  The election would
be between "Rudy and Hillary" with
everyone else watching from the
sidelines.

Certainly uncertainty is a constant of
life.  However, in spite of this reality,
Christians do not succumb to fatalism
because of our assurance of God's
Presence imparting purpose and joy.
One of the great hymns of faith was
written by Rev. Thomas Chisholm who
had to retire early in life from the
Methodist ministry due to failing
health.  And yet this man who endured

so much wrote one of the greatest
hymns: "Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I
see; all I have needed thy hand hath
provided; great is thy faithfulness,
Lord, unto me!"

So much fluff is written under the
guise of religion it is no wonder many
people turn away. But those with a
clear understanding of life's anomalies
realize that in the midst of whatever
comes along, God gives strength and
purpose to carry on.  There exists a
liturgy named the "Wesley Covenant
Service" often used at the start of a
new year.  Just before the sacrament of
Holy Communion, the congregation
prays this prayer of devotion to God.
It is one of the most beautiful and
profound prayers in The Book of
Worship.  At the beginning of 2009,
allow this prayer to guide you in
turning over a new leaf for a new year,
living a life of meaning, purpose, and
joy in the Lord.

O God, I am no longer my own, but
thine.  Put me to what thou wilt, rank
me with whom thou wilt; put me to
doing, put me to suffering; let me be
employed for thee or laid aside for
thee, exalted for thee or brought low
for thee; let me be full, let me be
empty; let me have all things, let me
have nothing; I freely and heartily
yield all things to thy pleasure and
disposal.

And now, O glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, thou art
mine, and I am thine.  So be it.  And
the covenant which I have made on
earth, let it be ratified in heaven.
Amen.
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9:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship 
in the Sanctuary

11:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship 
in the Sanctuary

Crossroads Contemporary
Worship in Fellowship Hall
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Adult Sunday School
January 4 - February 22, 2009

Dr. Carolyn Leick
Director of Christian Education 

cleick@rrcol.com  

Basic Christian Beliefs 
Chapel                                                  
Dr. Brian Jones 

Associate Pastor, Dr. Brian Jones, will
lead this class based on the book, This
Is Christianity, by Maxie Dunham, a
United Methodist minister, former
seminary president and past world editor
of The Upper Room. Books will be
available for those who wish to purchase
them. All new and current members will
benefit from the discussions of the basic
concepts and essential truths of the
Christian faith and how these impact our
lives. Using the Apostles' Creed as a
general outline, topics will include a
study of God, Christ, salvation, the Holy
Spirit, the church, what it means to be a
Christian, resurrection, eternal life and
the Kingdom of God.

The Reason for God  
Chapelside Parlor                            
Laura Roberts and Jim Pepper

The Reason for God, written by Timothy
Keller, founder of Redeemer Presbyterian
Church in New York City, was inspired by
discussions with people who expressed
their doubts about many of the
traditional beliefs of mainline
Christianity. In this book, Rev. Keller
addresses many of these doubts and
also offers his convictions about the

authority of the Bible, the deity of Christ
and the necessity of new spiritual birth.
Readers of this book will be led to a
deeper understanding of their own
beliefs and to be witnesses to their faith
in the community. 

Having a Mary Heart in a Martha
World Fellowship Parlor
Alison Poor and Dr. Carolyn Leick  

The life of a woman today isn't all that
different from Mary and Martha in the
New Testament. Women struggle with
meeting the demands of daily life while
also wanting to focus on and serve
Christ.  Where's the balance? Come
explore Jesus' invitation to choose "the
better part" of this struggle - the joyful
life of "living-room" intimacy with Him
that flows naturally into "kitchen service"
for Him.  Using the book of the same
title by Joanna Weaver as our guide,
we'll gain an understanding of how to
draw closer to  God by deepening our
devotion, strengthening our service and

doing both with less stress and more joy.

In His Word 
Matt Hamilton/Room 201    

Join us for an ongoing weekly Bible
study. Join us any time; you won’t be
behind.                                                  

And a little child shall 
lead them. Isaiah 11:6

"Two thousand nine?  How can it possibly be
2009?!"  

It was actually more of a jolt than a nudge, that
recognition of what year this new year was
about to be.   I'm not one for New Year's
resolutions, but one thought that I find myself
continuing to cognize involves barriers, closed
doors, mis-understandings, those people whom
we invite into our lives and those we choose not
to invite.  Sometimes we fear to invite them,
and sometimes there are those of whom we are
just plain unaware.  For some reason, sinners,
the poor and the forgotten occupy a fair
number of my daydreams, and I wonder why.
"Guilt?" I ask myself.  "Need for some kind of a
New Year's resolution?!"

As we enter the Winter season that arrives with
nature's exquisite beauty but also with the
devastation that same nature sometimes heaps
upon us, I am reminded of our ancestors who
often saw that devastation as coming from an
angry God in return for some disobedience.
Well, that's one way to gain the attention of
folks: blame "acts of God" on the disobedience
of His people!   "Does my guilt come from a
sense of blame?  From a sense that my God
sends me jolts, nudges, and also blame?" I
ruminated a bit in my younger years.  

"No, our God is a God of love" I more often find
myself thinking today, and I think of Jesus,
much of whose time was spent in the company
of the marginalized, the victims, the victimizers,
the unlovable.  Though this concept seemed to
have been more difficult for some of our
ancestors, it's one that's so very easy to impart
to kids.  When they mis-behave, act in hurtful
ways to one another, we can remind them of
God's love for them.  "God loves you so deeply,
and He made you to be like Him, loving and
kind and good to your friends."  When such
words are spoken, it doesn't take long before
this understanding sinks in.  Hurts turn into
help, and bullying turns into caring acts from
the youngest among us.

"So why is this so much more difficult for us as
adults?" I wonder.  I cherish the question, and
this question's inspiration comes accompanied
with a prayer.  How I prefer a prayer to a New
Year's resolution.  "Help us all, dear God, to
learn from our children who come to us so very
recently from your loving arms to ours."

Hear Ye! Hear Ye!

Bell Choir for All Ages

Diane Stanley, Director of our wonderful
Bell Choir, will be training adults and
children who wish to learn to play the
bells. The training will take place during
the 10 a.m. Sunday school hour each Sunday of January and
February. Come one, come all! This is an opportunity for people
age 8 through 98 or older to learn to play the bells. Families may
have fun coming together. But, do not feel you must be part of a
family. You are part of the Trinity family! 

Please call Diane Stanley, 335-5804, Carolyn Leick or Judy West
at Trinity, 488-0695, to reserve your spot. Diane will be teaching
the bells through the scriptures and the Sunday school curriculum
the children would be having in their classes. This Christian
Education/Music Education combination packs a punch that only
the two together can accomplish! 
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trinity youth
Heather Perry

Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries 
hperry@rrcol.com  

UPCOMING EVENTS

Dare 2 Share is January 30-31 at the Convention Center.
Friday night we will meet at 6 pm at church and go down as
a group. We will return to the church around 11 pm. Saturday
we meet at church at 8 am. 

Dare 2 Share is a great gathering of over 5,000 students
where you learn to share Christ with others in a simple and
powerful way. The unusual thing about D2S is that after
you've been taught how to share, we then go out into the
community and put what you've learned into practice.
It's a wonderful opportunity to be changed by the Gospel and
we invite you to join us! Please sign up with Heather asap so
we can be sure we have enough drivers. 

High School Basketball will start Tuesday, January 6th at
Meadow Park Church on Bethel Rd. Time to follow. Andrew
Tweddle and Brad Goodwin will be coaching. Games will be
Monday nights at Meadow Park. The league is open to all high
school students, male and female, who are not playing for
your school (friends are welcome too).

We are starting a new format for Pathfinders in January,
too. We will start a worship service for middle school and high
school students that will have similar music to Crossroads,
along with other, more student-friendly things, too. You'll love
it, so I hope you can join us!

Watch your MAIL!
A survey will arrive

on Adult Education Interests.

Please take three minutes
to let us know your thoughts and needs

so we can
MEET THEM!

Thank you!
The Adult Education Council

Art Night Every Friday at Trinity

Have you ever wanted a space to do your projects
and a chunk of time carved out of your busy
schedule to be creative?  Well now you can with
people who will support your endeavors and help
keep you inspired.  

Join Lisa Holtsberry in ART NIGHT, the first Friday of
every month from 7-9:30pm in the basement room,
#001.  It is open to any and everyone so if you want
to invite a friend, DO! You can bring anything you
want to work on from painting, journaling, mosaics,
scrapbooking, sewing, etc.  And it is FREE, so bring
your own supplies, spread out and let the joy of
others doing what they love surround you with
support.  If you have any questions call Lisa at 
246-6447 or email lholtsberry@yahoo.com. Hope 
to see you there! 

New Session for Short-Term 
Disciple Bible Study Begins!

Come and join Rev. Amy Aspey and Kevin Holtsberry
on Monday evenings (January 5-February 23) from
7:00-8:30 p.m. in Chapelside Parlor as we gather for
an 8-week study of Romans.   Please note that on
the Monday holidays, we will meet on Tuesday. This
is a wonderful learning opportunity for people of all
ages and stages in their Christian walk. There is
always something new to learn! The class will be a
combination of weekly bible lessons and reflection,
video presentations, and discussion.      

Please register and pick-up class materials at the
table in the Atrium. If you need childcare, it can be
provided a no charge.  Please pay for the books ($5)
the first night of class. For more information, contact
Rev. Aspey at aaspey@rrohio.com or 488-0695.

Trinity Youth served a
spaghetti dinner before
the Hanging of the
Greens service to raise
money for their
Christmas Adopt-a-
Family project. 
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WEEKLY
WORSHIP
SERVICES

Sunday Mornings
9 a.m. Sanctuary

Traditional Worship

11 a.m. Sanctuary

Traditional Worship

11 a.m. Fellowship Hall

Crossroads
Contemporary

Worship

HOLY
COMMUNION

is offered on the 

first Sunday of every

month during all worship

services. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL
10 a.m. for Adults and

Children

Trinity Times is a monthly newsletter
published for members of Trinity United

Methodist Church. Subscriptions are available
for $15 per year for non-members. Make checks

payable to Trinity UMC and designate Trinity
Times on the memo.

The deadline to submit information for the
February issue is Tuesday, January 5. Please
place your information or photos in the Trinity

Times box in the church office or email to
beckywest22@aol.com. 

Sunday MondayWeekly meetings:

4 5
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Communion Sunday

12:15 pm Women’s

Retreat Planning;

Chapelside Parlor

7:15 pm Youth
Pathfinders;
Fellowship Hall

Weekly

Meetings in 

January:

18

25

9:15 am Women’s
Bible Study;

Chapelside Parlor

9:30 am Wee Moms;
Room 208

7 pm Disciple
Study; Chapelside
Parlor 

10 am Parents &
Confirmands; Balcony

Attention Needleworkers 

Do you like to knit, cross-stitch,
crochet, knit and more? Would you
like the opportunity to enjoy your
favorite activity and also meet Trinity
friends who share this interest? If
you answered "yes" to either
question, then come join us for a
relaxing morning of crafting and
fellowship on Thursday, January 15th
from 9:30-11:00 a.m. in Fellowship
Parlor. Light refreshments will be
provided. Please bring your own
supplies. For more information,
contact Rev. Amy Aspey at
aaspey@rrohio.com or 488-0695. 

S A V E  T H E  D A T E

SUNDAY, FEB. 22
Chili Challenge Returns!

Fellowship Hall
4-6:30 p.m.

7 pm Citywide Youth
Worship; Fellowship

Hall

Green Tips Review

1.) Cover your curbside recycling
2.) Remove Japanese Honeysuckle
3.) Caulk & weatherseal every
baseboard, door and window 
4.) Plant new native trees 

More tips, questions, comments and
suggestions can be directed to Bruce
Satterthwaite, 488-7613 or
bsattert@columbus.rr.com.



Trinity Times
Deadline

7 pm Stephen
Ministries
Rm. 221

7 pm Meeting Night for
Committees & Council
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Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

23

7 8 9 106

27 28 29 30 31

31 2

New! 9:30 am Knitting
Group; Fellowship

Parlor

14 15 16 1713

9:30 am Prayers &
Squares; Room 001

7 pm Caring Card
Ministry; Room 001

9:30 am Prayers &
Squares; Room 001

7 pm Caring Card
Ministry; Room 001

January 2009
6:30 am Men’s
Small Group;
Chapelside Parlor

12:30pm Tuesday
Team @ New Life
Clothing Room

6:45 pm Women of
the Living Word
Study; Room 201

7 pm Troop 261;
Room 011

7:30 pm High
School Bible Study

9 am Women of
the Living Word
Study; Fellowship
Hall 

7 pm Mom’s
Group; Chapelside
Parlor

6:45 pm Chancel
Bell Choir; Rm
201

7 pm Young
Professionals 

Group; 2132
Ridgecliff Rd. 

8 pm Chancel
Choir; Rm 204

9:30 am  Friday
Bible Study;
Room 201

7 pm Art Night;
Room 001

6:15 pm Pizza Making
for Homeless;

Fellowship Kitchen

20

Happy New Year!

www. t r i n i t yumchurch . com
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S A V E  T H E  D A T E
FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2009

2nd Annual Cuisine for a Cause
Hors d'oeuvres and Silent Auction

Proceeds support four very important
missions: Grace Children's Hospital in Haiti,

House of Mercy Orphanage in Mexico,
YWCA Family Center and United Methodist

Children's Home.

D O N A T I O N S  N E E D E D
Donations are needed for the silent auction by
Sunday, April 5th. Please consider donating gift
certificates, event tickets, sports memorabilia,

your Christmas presents (the new "re-gifting"!),

and most importantly your time and talents.

D O N A T I O N  F O R M

Donor Name_________________________

Item &
Value______________________________

Phone______________________________

Email ______________________________

Please deliver this form with the donation to
Jenny Shrodes, 1535 Doone Rd, 487-0269,
jshrodes@gmail.com; Jane Grindley, 2015
Tremont Rd, 486-3282, jmgrindley@aol.com; or
Rev. Amy Barlak Aspey in the church office.

Trinity Members Come Through in Supporting
the Bethlehem on Broad Ministry
by Tom Poole, Project Chairman

Once again, the Bethlehem on Broad Street ministry
relied on Trinity UMC to lead this year's holiday food
box drive. This year was a juxtaposition of the
difficult financial times and the knowledge that the
need was greater than any previous year.  Through

the generous outpouring of
support from our congregation,
Trinity once again met its goal to
provide 500 food boxes
(a.k.a."BoB Boxes") and financial
support for the Inn on Broad
Street, a transitional housing
mission operated by Broad
Street United Methodist Church. 

In addition to financial support,
many volunteers came through
to make the project a success.
Over 100 Trinity members and friends helped pack food boxes
on Friday, December 12th. The following day, over 50 helped
load and deliver the boxes to Broad Street UMC. Lastly, over 35
volunteered on December 20th to distribute food boxes along

with the other churches participating in
the Bethlehem ministry.  The combination
of the efforts provided over 1,200 food
boxes to families in need! 

We truly thank God for inspiring so many
people to support this project. We have
been very privileged to be able to see the
resources of our church, combined with
partners in the community, to create an
extraordinary Christmas blessing. We
have felt the power of God's hand at work
in this project in many ways and hope
that the congregation has felt this also:

� continued inspiration from Mike Johnson's original vision eight years ago;
� generous donations from our congregation totaling more than $25,000; 
� tremendous volunteer help throughout the project;
� support of the local Grandview Kroger of over $2,000 in discounts, plus 

support from our youth ministry and numerous others.

Collectively, we combined our
time, talent and money to truly
form the body of Jesus Christ.
Through all of us, Jesus continues
to feed the needy. The 500 food
boxes were filled to the brim and
contained enough food to feed a
family of four for four days. We
hope that everyone involved in
the project and all of the
members of our church felt God's
hand throughout the project.

Heartfelt thanks are extended to
all those who made the project a

success. Special thanks are given to the Trinity staff, members of the Mission
Council, Todd, Lisa & Chloe Williams, Geoff Eubank, Nathan Wymer (that truck
drivin' man), Don and Donna Vorce, Eric Hagley, Mark Hawthorne, Chip Knoop and
Ann Poole. Reverend Amy Aspey deserves special recognition for her dedicated
efforts which helped ensure the great success of this year's project. 

Rev. Amy Barlak Aspey
Director of Small Groups & Missions 

aaspey@rrohio.com  
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"You Matter"
Trinity Women's Retreat: February 6-7, 2009

I praise you because I am fearfully and

wonderfully made.
Psalm 139:14

Ladies, give yourself a unique and inspiring gift for
Valentine's Day by registering for Trinity's annual
women's retreat at Deer Creek State Park, February 6-
7. Last year over 40 women enjoyed a marvelous
weekend together and we hope this number just keeps
growing! Come visit with old friends and meet
wonderful women of all ages.

"You Matter" is the retreat weekend's theme. Psalm
139:14 tells us that we are "fearfully and wonderfully"
made. But sometimes, we need a reminder of just how
wonderfully made we are! We matter deeply to God
and God has gifted us for His work in the world.  We
shouldn't underestimate the difference our lives can
make! 

The weekend will be a blend of worship, learning,
individual reflection, group sharing, and fellowship.
Using guidance from Dr.Leslie Parrott's book, "You
Matter More Than You Think", we'll journey to a better
understanding of Gods' love, our spiritual gifts, and
how we step out into the world with our gifts to make
a positive difference.  

Registration is January 4-25th.  A sign-up table will be
located in the Narthex and outside of Fellowship Hall on
Sunday mornings.  Cost is $179  (single), $122
(double), $106 (triple), $98 (quad), and includes
dinner the night of our arrival, breakfast and lunch.
Limited scholarships are available. Check-in will run
from 4-7 on Friday, and the retreat will conclude at
4:00 on Saturday.

Please contact Rev. Amy Aspey for additional
information at aaspey@rrohio.com or 488-0695.  We
hope you carve time out of your busy schedules to
enjoy this special weekend.

Jim Monahan
Our beautiful church renews our spirits

and makes us thankful for the generosity

of the time, talent and treasure given by

many. Seeing the same faces every

Sunday morning reminds us how much

our comfort and growth within the church

are dependent upon one another.

One of those reliable, pleasant faces belongs to Jim Monahan.

Every Sunday morning at 9 o'clock, and sometimes also at 11

o'clock, we see Jim (tall and smiling) greeting us. Jim coordinates

Trinity's ushers, all of whom volunteer. He has served the church as

an usher since he and his wife, Nancy, worked together as ushers

as a couple in 1984. One will still witness Nancy assisting anyone

needing help during the church service. 

Trinity's ushers are an integral part of our worship experience and

their consistent presence has made them an expected fixture. Our

ushers not only give us a friendly greeting, take us to our seats

with a bulletin and seamlessly collect the offering, but also provide

for our safety during the service, and are there to assist in any way

needed.  

Jim was born, grew up and went to school in Akron, Ohio. He

attended the Episcopal Church where he sang in the choir, was an

acolyte and a lay leader. He will tell you that one of his favorite

duties as an usher is working with our acolytes. He also enjoys

helping with Christmas decorations. 

After graduating from the University of Akron, Jim served a three-

year tour of duty in the U.S. Air Force, after which he went to law

school at Western Reserve University (now Case Western Reserve

University). While in law school he worked as an assistant to the

liaison between the engineering division at Case Institute and the

medical school at Western Reserve University. This began his

interest in medical law. 

After graduating from law school in 1962, Jim came to Columbus

and joined the firm of Porter, Stanley, Treffinger & Platt (now

Porter, Wright, Morris & Arthur). He practiced healthcare litigation

(defending physicians from medical malpractice claims, he hastens

to add) and corporate litigation. In 1982 he joined the firm of

Bricker & Eckler and continued his litigation practice there until he

retired as a partner in December 1998. 

Jim and Nancy were married in 1972. Their daughter, Heather,

grew up at Trinity and is known by many here. Heather (Crawford)

now lives in Haskins, Ohio. Jim's oldest daughter resides in

Northeast Ohio and Jim's son has made his home in Georgia.

Jim enjoys playing golf and is a sports fan. He is active in Rotary

and is a past president of the Upper Arlington Rotary Club. 

Jim's service is testament to our dedicated church members whose

generous contributions of time, talent and treasure allow Trinity to

shine as a beacon of Christ to the world - one beaming smile at a

time.  We appreciate the steadfast contributions that Jim and all

our ushers bring to every worship service. 

Celebrating Trinity Stewards
Each month in Trinity Times, the Stewardship Committee
invites us to celebrate the efforts of the members of our
church family who contribute their time and talents to support
the ministries of the church.  If you would like to nominate
someone for his or her stewardship contributions, please
contact Seth Metcalf (smetcalf@ssd.com or 365.2778). Adele
White wrote the following tribute. 
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RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED

IN SYMPATHY

Trinity sympathies are extended to Jeremy and Cara
Logsdon and Family in the passing of Jeremy's father, John
Logsdon… to Laura Titus and Family in the passing of her
daughter-in-law, Barbara Titus…to Julie Wahoff and Family
in the passing of her mother, Marguerite Null…to Dick and
Barbara Childs and Family in the passing of Dick's mother,
Elizabeth Childs…to Clarence and Judy West and Family in
the passing of Judy's sister, Joycelyn Grohowski…to Mary
Ann White and Family in the passing of her husband and
Trinity member, William White…and to the Family of
Charles DeVoss.

BIRTHS

The roses on the altar November 9 were presented with
thanksgiving to God for the birth of Natalie and Gabrielle
Brown, twin daughters of Leslie and Scott, born November
3, 2008. Cindy and John Fisher are the maternal
grandparents. The rose on the altar November 16 was
presented with thanksgiving to God for the birth of Avery
Elizabeth Wildman, daughter of Kristen and Jamie, born
September 29, 2008. Carolyn and David Patterson are the
maternal grandparents.

BAPTISMS

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism was given on November 30,
2008 for Emerson Landon Colombo, son of Megan and
Eric…for Landon Austin Cross, son of Christine and Ryan…for
Lauren Elizabeth Dombrowski, daughter of Caroline and
Jason…for Noah William Dombrowski, daughter of Caroline
and Jason…for William Robert Gilmore, son of Amy and Ryan
Gilmore…for Carter Michael Gough, son of Christina and
Gordon…for Katherine Elizabeth Lach, daughter of Kristin and
Douglas…for Josephine Elizabeth Low, daughter of Katherine
and Daniel…for Grant Robert Miller, son of Holly and
Michael…for Madison Suzanne Miller, daughter of Holly and
Michael…for Scott Michael Sullivan, son of Victoria and
Michael …and for Kimberly Nicole Sullivan, daughter of
Victoria and Michael.  The Sacrament of Holy Baptism
was given on December 14, 2008 for Russell Frederick
Conley Catherwood, son of Megan and Jonathan.

Pam Allerding
Martha Dorsey

Walter Rhodus

our church
family

T R I N I T Y  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H

1581 CAMBRIDGE BOULEVARD COLUMBUS, OHIO 43212-2714

2009 Pledges still needed
As of December 16, one month after Loyalty Sunday, pledges
totaled 71% of the amount needed to fund the 2009 budget.
Further budget cuts were made, but still were not enough to
reduce the budget to the pledge level.  If you have not yet sent
in your pledge, please consider doing so as soon as possible.
Clip and return this card or pledge online at trinityumchurch.org

Photo by Karen Narwicz


