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A 2008 study by the
Pew Forum on
Religion and Public
Life found that 1 in
6 American adults
are not affiliated
with any particular
faith and for people
in the 18 - 29 age
range, it 's 1 in 4.

The fastest growing category of religion
in America is "unaffiliated."

This raises a crucial question:  Can a
person be a Christian but not part of a
Christian community?  I think not.
"Christ without Christianity" reflects a
distorted understanding of Christ. 

At its best, genuine Christianity serves
as a community of intentional
discernment centered on Jesus Christ
that guards its members from a
privatized faith and urges them to seek
through self-sacrifice and service the
good of all for the glory of God.  It
involves us in the world as we seek to
bring redemption, hope, and betterment
of humankind in the name and spirit of
Jesus.

At its worst, so-called Christianity has
been hijacked to do evil.  The name has
sometimes served as a thin religious
veneer over culture or politics - or both.
The Crusades, the Spanish Inquisition,
or the Salem Witch Trials might serve
as stark examples.  

Mere "cultural Christianity" often
appears in two contemporary forms.
One is self-centered individualism in
which the individual decides what it
means to be religious or spiritual or
faithful quite apart from being a
member of a dedicated community of
people who value mutual
accountability.

The other form of "cultural
Christianity" appears as theocratic
nationalism in which the name of
Christianity is misused to justify
particular political views or causes and

it can be used as a tool to maintain the
status quo even if that is unjust or
prejudicial.  Even the Ku Klux Klan
loudly boasted it was "Christian."

In either circumstance, whether self-
centered individualism or theocratic
nationalism, this is Christianity in
name only but not the real thing.  It is
counterfeit.

A genuine church is composed of
fallible people seeking to follow the
ideal of Christ-likeness in thought,
word, and deed.  When we fall short and
seek forgiveness, God's redeeming grace
found through active faith in Jesus
Christ enables us to keep going, more
grateful, encouraged, and focused on
the task of making this world a better
place in conformity with God's will.

In Christianity, there is no such thing as
a lone ranger.  We need the Lord, we
need the church, and we need each each
other as we continue finding the true
meaning of life through faith and
service.
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WORSHIP AT TRINITY:

SUNDAY MORNINGS
9:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship 
in the Sanctuary

11:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship 
in the Sanctuary

Crossroads Contemporary
Worship in Fellowship Hall
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Trinity’s Fall Kick-Off
Sunday, September 12

Noon - 2:00 p.m.

Join us for lunch & a cookie
contest in the Courtyard 

after church.
food = inflatables = balloonist = music

= $7 per person = $25 per family

Enter the cookie contest! 
For more information, please

contact Julie Andrews at
jandrews10@columbus.rr.com
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But Jesus on his part would not
entrust himself to them,
because he knew all people and
needed no one to testify about
anyone; for he himself knew
what was in everyone.                

John 2:13 - 25 

Why do we send our kids to Sunday
school? Why do we, as adults, go to adult
Sunday school?

Well, one reason we all have in common is
this: We struggle. We wrestle. We ask
questions. We want answers. We need
answers. As parents, we fear for our
children's safety, for their happiness, for
their future. Nothing pains us more than
news stories or school customs or child
interactions that have ended in harm to
children.

We wrestle too with our own welfare, with
our jobs, with family interactions, with
financial burdens, with friendships, and
when these impact negatively in any way
on the lives of our children or our loved
ones, we need answers. 

So what can we offer at Trinity? I can
promise you one thing: Every teacher we
have for your child or for you here at
Trinity is in love with Jesus. Like you and
like me, they too are struggling, and in
their struggles they have learned and
demonstrated that it truly is in giving that
they receive. They have each learned to
use their struggles to help you deal with
your own, and in so doing, they deal more
effectively, through Christ, with theirs.  

Are they untutored optimists? No. They
know the possibilities of both good and evil
in our world. They know too, as John
reminds us,  ". . . for he himself  knew
what  was in everyone." They each and
every one strive to give you and your
children a growing understanding of God
within. God is in the stirrings of life. God is
in the schools. God is in the communities.
God is on the road. God is at the movies.
God is on the beach. God is at the ball
game. God is everywhere. And God is at
Trinity.   

I have never left a Kids Own Worship
service that I have led or an adult Sunday
school class that I have attended when I
have not felt a lightening of my burdens.
Our teachers are led. They are so clearly
God's tools, and "He will give you rest."

through May 30, 2010Just Neighbors
Chapel
Leaders: Rev. Amy Aspey, Kelly
Cantwell, Geoff Eubank, Carrie
Glaeden, Tim Miller, Alison Poor,
Todd Williams
To love your neighbor as yourself is
one of Scripture's most basic
teachings. But who is our neighbor?
And how do we care for our
neighbors in need? "Just Neighbors"
helps people to answer these
questions through videos,
interactive exercises, scripture and
discussion.   The study helps people
to learn about the struggles of
neighbors in need and to be
inspired to do something! 

Fearless
Room 209
Josh Frazier, Brad Goodwin
Exploring your fears and finding the
solution is easier than you think.
Let Max Lucado help your small
group explore and find a spiritual
solution to the growing minefield of
fear. What if faith, not fear, was
your default reaction to threats?  In
these six stand-alone DVD sessions,
Fearless addresses some of your
biggest fears and shows you how
the solution may be easier than you
think.  Topics include:  Why are you
afraid? Fear of Not Mattering, Fear
of Disappointing God, Fear of
Death, Fear of Global Calamity, Fear
of God Getting Out of Your Box.

Blessed Are You
Chapelside Parlor
Michelle Zimmerman, Janet
Goodwin
Examining the Old Testament roots
and context of the Beatitudes and
exploring the contemporary
implications of these powerful
words, participants discover fresh
understanding and insights to
enrich their faith.  Topics include:
Introduction, The Poor in Spirit, The
Mourners and the Meek, The
Merciful, The Pure in Heart, The
Peacemakers, The Prophets of
Righteousness.

Bell Choir
Room 201
Diane Stanley
Diane Stanley, Director of our
wonderful Bell Choir, will be training
ALL adults and children who wish to
learn to play the bells. The training
will take place during the 10:00
Sunday school hour each Sunday,
September 12 through October 31.
Come one, come all! This is an
opportunity for people, age 8
through 98 or older to learn to play
the bells. Families may have fun
coming together! But do not feel
you must be part of a family. You
are part of the Trinity family. Diane
will be teaching the bells through
the scriptures and the Sunday
school curriculum the children
would be having in their classes.
This Christian Education/Music
Education combination packs a
punch that only the two together
can accomplish!

New Member Class
Room 215
Dr. Brian Jones
Dr.  Jones provides potential new
members with a broad view of
Trinity's vast ministry. The class will
meet each Sunday through Nov. 1
when the group will take the vows
of membership.  Persons are invited
to indicate interest on the pew
friendship/attendance pad, by
calling 488.0695 or emailing
trinityoffice@trinityumchurch.com

In His Word
Room 207
Matt Hamilton
God's very essence is love.  His
deep desire is for an eternal
relationship in which we enjoy Him
and He us, forever.  Do you want to
get to know this God better?  He
reveals himself through the Bible.
Our aim is to experience the joy of
knowing Him intimately by lingering
over His Word.  We meet year-
round.  Join anytime.  You won't be
behind.

Adult Sunday School Classes for Early Fall
September 12 through October 31, 2010
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Disciple I & II Bible Studies 
begin in September

DISCIPLE I
Thursdays, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Room 207; childcare available

Sept. 16 -June 1 
Leaders: Rev. Amy Aspey & Jan Williams

Disciple: Becoming Disciples through Bible Study
emphasizes the disciplined reading of and listening to Scripture.
During the 34-week course, DISCIPLE participants read more
than 70% of the Bible.  Each participant commits to about 30
minutes of daily preparation and to attending all weekly classes.
The results are transformational, as DISCIPLE calls persons to
submit themselves to examination by Scripture, to put
themselves under the power of God's word, and to be changed
by it. 

Laura Richter writes about her experience: 
For many years, I contemplated joining a Disciple Bible Study but
with a busy family schedule, I was a little intimidated by the
commitment.  God, however, kept nudging me forward and I
finally took the plunge last fall.  Boy, am I glad I did!  As
anticipated, my knowledge of the Bible grew by leaps and
bounds, and the foundation of my faith was strengthened.  The
unanticipated bonus was the trusting relationships that developed
among my fellow classmates, and how much this enriched our
study.  We often had very different reactions, observations and
questions regarding our readings, but this only deepened our
understanding of the Bible's true message.  I'm eager to now
begin Disciple II!

The Disciple I study will run Thursdays September 16th
(orientation)-June 2nd from 9:30-11:30 a.m. in Trinity's Room
207.  Sign-ups are August 22-September 12th. If needed,
childcare can be provided.  Rev. Amy Aspey and Jan Williams are
excited to co-lead this class. Please contact Rev. Aspey at 614-
488-0695 or aaspey@trinityumchurch.com if you have any
questions.

DISCIPLE II 
Mondays, 7-9 p.m.
Chapelside Parlor; childcare available
Sept. 13 - June 3 
Leaders: Dr. Carolyn Leick & Laura Richter

Into the World is the second study in the Disciple program and
is prepared for youth and adults who are graduates of Disciple I.
This is a 32-week course covering Genesis, Exodus, Luke and
Acts.  Participants commit to attending all weekly two-hour
classes and to approximately 30 minutes of daily preparation six
days per week.  Those who have taken Disciple I know of the
transformational aspects of this Bible Study Series, and we each
recognize that we have been changed by the power of God's
word.

Carolyn and Laura are excited about their own transformation as
they learn from Disciple II as well as lead the group.  Please
contact Dr. Leick at 488-0695 or cleick@trinityumchurch.com if
you have any questions.

The 2010-2011 school year is here!  Can you
believe it? This year promises to be
AMAZING!! We are going to step it up this
year. More fun, more excitement, and more
growth!!  Everything we do will drive us to a
deeper relationship with Jesus and a stronger
commitment to God. Here are a few important
dates and events we are planning for this
year:

= September 12th will be the Kick-Off. Be on
the lookout for more info!

= deeper Bible studies and intensive
discipleship opportunities. 

= this year we will create different leadership
teams for the middle school and high school
youth programs. 

= there will be a middle school and high school
lock-in sometime in the fall

= we will visit some of the "Saints" of our
church several times this year. 

= we will throw a HUGE Pumpkin Party for the
children in our church at the end 
of October. 

= there will be special surprise guests
throughout the year.

= we are planning a joint mission weekend
with an out-of-state youth group. 

= we will attend various concerts, festivals,
and other Christian programming. 

= much, much more!!

If you have any questions about the youth
program, please feel free to contact 
me at any time!! 
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WEEKLY
WORSHIP SERVICES

Sunday Mornings
9 a.m. & 11 a.m. Sanctuary

Traditional Worship

11 a.m. Fellowship Hall
Crossroads Contemporary

Worship

SUNDAY SCHOOL
10 a.m. for Adults and Children

Trinity Times is a monthly newsletter published
for members of Trinity United Methodist Church.
Subscriptions are available for $15 per year for
non-members. Make checks payable to Trinity

UMC and designate Trinity Times on the
memo.The deadline to submit information for

the October issue is Tuesday, September 7.
Please place your information or photos in the

Trinity Times box in the church office or email to
beckywest22@aol.com. 

Sunday Monday TuesdayWeekly meetings:

5 6
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9:30 am Wee
Moms;
Fellowship Parlor

5:30 pm Grief
Support Group;
Chapel (begins
9/20)

7 pm Disciple II
Study; Fellowship
Parlor (begins
9/13)

7 pm Rev. Mark
Dove Study;
Chapelside Parlor

FALL KICK-OFF
COURTYARD
12-2 p.m.

9:15 am Women’s
Bible Study;

Chapelside Parlor

9:15 am Women’s
Bible Study;

Chapelside Parlor

Grief Support Group

The 4th session of Trinity's Grief Support
Group will begin September 20.  Meetings
are held on Mondays from 5:30-7 in the
Chapel. The group meets for 13 weeks
and is a Christian ministry for coping,
reflecting, and recovering from the loss of
a loved one.  It has been incredibly
successful in helping individuals both
young and old, male and female, old and
recent loss, Trinity and Non-Trinity
members, move forward in their grief
journeys.  While the idea of attending a
grief support group can understandably
cause anxiety, those who have completed
the sessions would testify to the incredible
healing and growth they experienced as a
result.  If there has been a recent loss in
your life or you have considered attending
in the past, this is the time to make it
happen.  Through fellowship, education,
and personal reflection you will free your
spirit to honor the memory of your loved
one while once again finding joy among
the living.  If you are interested in
attending or know somebody who might
benefit, please contact Mandy Markoff at
595-5307 or mandy@warmanproductions.com 

Women’s Bible Study

Women's Bible Study begins Monday,
September 13. The group meets the 2nd
and 4th Mondays of each month at 9:15
am in Chapelside Parlor and concludes by
10:45. 

We will start with a six-week study, Where
Faith and Culture Meet. The six sessions
will explore how we can connect and
engage in our culture. The study will
include a video and group discussion. All
women of the church are invited to attend.
The class does not regularly have child
care, so if it is needed please call the
church office. For further information,
contact Ann Stearns or Barb Childs.

LABOR DAY

Building & Offices
Closed

Stephen
Ministry Learning

Series:
"Crises of Pregnancy 

and Childbirth," 
Melissa Lentz, RN, BSN,

LAS,
Executive Director of
The CORE Center in

Delaware.
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Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

24

8 10 11

3 4

15 16 17 1814

21

9:30 am
Prayers &
Squares;
Room 208

7 pm Baptism
Information Session;

Chapelside Parlor

7 pm Caring Card
Ministry; Rm 101

6:30 am Men’s Small
Group; Chapelside
Parlor

7 pm Troop 261;
Room 011

9 am Disciple I
Study; Room 207
(begins 9/16)

6:45 pm Chancel
Bell Choir; Room
201(begins 9/9)

7 pm Young
Professionals 
Group

8 pm Chancel
Choir; Room 204
(begins 9/9)

28 29 30

21

September 2010 

5-7 pm Fellowship
Dinner; Fellowship Hall

7 pm Meeting Night
for Committees 

5:15 pm YWCA Family
Center Hosting

7
Trinity Times Deadline

6:15 pm Pizza
Making; Fellowship

Kitchen 
7 pm Stephen

Ministries; Chapelside
Parlor

7 pm Altar Guild Mtg.;
Fellowship Parlor

9 am Women of the
Living Word;
Fellowship Hall
(begins 9/8)

9

9:30 am Prayers &
Squares; Room 208

www.tr in i tyumchurch.com

SAVE THE DATE
Trinity Tour’s 
Fall Foliage Tour
Wednesday, October 20
Be sure to look for
information about this
popular event.
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You are cordially invited to join us for a
spectacular evening of food, fun, and fellowship

at the 
third annual

Cuisine for a Cause
Sponsored by

Trinity United Methodist Church

Friday October 22, 2010
6:00 to 8:30pm

$20 per person minimum donation
Heavy Hors d'oeuvres

Silent Auction
Complimentary children's party (K-5) 

and nursery care available by reservation

Proceeds from the event to benefit 
Bethlehem on Broad (BOB)

Reservations accepted Sunday mornings,
September 26, October 3, and October 10, 2010 

or by contacting Julie Wright at wright6@wowway.com

SIXTH ANNUAL 
MARGARET ROGERS 

CROP WALK
10.10.10

Hunger is a real  problem, both globally
and in our own community.  However, it
is not a hopeless one.  You can make a
difference by just putting on your
walking shoes or by sponsoring a
walking team.

Since her death in 2005, Trinity
dedicates its walk to Margaret Rogers,
Trinity member and co-founder of CROP
(internationally).  Margaret will walk
with us in spirit as we walk to support a
cause very close to her heart.  Last
year, Trinity raised $1,862 thanks to all
of you.  We joined over 1,000 Walkers
from the central Ohio Community.

Again, on Sunday, October 10th, Team
Trinity will participate in the 32nd
Annual Church World Service CROP
Walk.  We will meet at Trinity at 12:15
in the Atrium for a light lunch, then car
pool to the Walk in front of the
Riverfront Amphitheater in Genoa Park.
If you would like to walk or sponsor
Team Trinity with a financial
contribution, the CROP table will be set
up on September 26th, October 3rd and
11th.  Checks can be made payable to
Church World Service.  Walkers and
sponsors, thanks ahead of time, and
let's get walking.

Contact Liz Hixson at 272-5454 or
elizabeth123.1@netzero.net for more
information.



So much goes on, often unnoticed, in
and around Trinity every day, including
Sundays, that makes our church home
such a warm and vibrant community
of worship.  In our steward of the
month articles we hope to highlight
some of the wonderful worker bees who get the mundane
done. This month we say hello and thank you to a queen of
cuisine, a belle of the bells, a siren of song, our governess of
the garage and all around bon vivant, Betsey Grover.

Betsey's history with Trinity is nearly the history of Trinity
itself, having been a member since the last time our country
had a President whose last name began with a vowel. Moving
here as a teen from Massachusetts, her family planned to
attend First Community Church. Interestingly, Pastor Otis
from their home church in the Bay State had moved to
Columbus before them and was serving at First. But Betsey
had the good sense to venture up the street for a visit, and,
like many a Trinity member before and after her, fell in love
with the music program. For the next four decades she sang
with the choir. And for 30 of those years she rang with bell
choir. Sing for joy to God…Begin the music…(Ps 81:1-2)

Betsey has served in myriad roles: early on she was leader
for the high school youth group; she was an active member
of the United Methodists Women's group; she has served on
mission council, been the leader of the Crop Walk, served as
a Stephen's minister, and worked on the Habitat House. 
When Treasure Trove was discontinued, Betsey stepped in to
host a Trinity garage sale in her own garage. The proceeds
benefit Habitat for Humanity and this year raised over
$1,300. Betsey is already looking forward to next year's
event, which again should be in mid July. Please remember to
bring over any gently used household items. Unsold items
have been donated to New Life or Goodwill.

Betsey's greatest contributions however have been culinary.
For many years, Trinity had an official cook position on staff.
Betsey in fact served in that capacity for a time … a victim of
budget constraints, the position was dropped and that left the
kitchenS (did you know Trinity has 4!) in frequent disarray.
Betsey and her good friend, Nancy Monahan, stepped back in
and for many years now have been the heads of the "kitchen
committee," keeping all of the kitchens clean, organized and
prêt-a-porte.

continued on p. 8

Celebrating Trinity Stewards
Each month in Trinity Times, the Stewardship
Committee invites us to celebrate the efforts of the
members of our church family who contribute their
time and talents to support the ministries of the
church. If you would like to nominate someone for
his or her stewardship contributions, please contact
Seth Metcalf (smetcalf@ssd.com or 365.2778). 
Jamie Lowrey wrote the following tribute. 

Betsey Grover

7
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Sign up for Dinner Clusters 

This year marks the 5th Anniversary of Trinity's
highly successful Dinner Cluster Program. The
Dinner Cluster program runs from October
through June and is designed to promote
fellowship within the Trinity family through the
sharing of monthly meals.   

Among the many Dinner Cluster options available: 

Family, Couples & Singles
Dining out or Dining in homes
Weeknights or Weekends 
Same age or Intergenerational 

To sign-up for a Dinner Cluster, please see the
designated tables outside of Fellowship Hall or the
Narthex.  Registration runs from August 22nd -
September 12th , so whether this is your 5th year
participating or your 1st we hope that you take
advantage of this wonderful opportunity for
friendship within the Trinity community. 

If you have any questions or would like to register
via e-mail please contact Rev. Amy Aspey at
aaspey@trinityumchurch.

Women of the Living Word
Wednesdays, beginning Sept. 15
9-11:30 am

Jonah: Navigating a Life Interrupted
by Priscilla Shirer

What do we do when God interrupts our lives?
Many times, like Jonah, we run! In this 7-session
Bible study, Priscilla redefines interruption and
shows that interruption is actually God's invitation
to do something beyond our wildest dreams.
When Jonah was willing to allow God to interrupt
his life, the result was revival in an entire city.

Come join us and bring a friend as we study the
Word of God and fellowship with other Christian
women. Babysitting is provided each week!  
Registration forms can be found on the Trinity
website as well as the narthex and outside of
Crossroads. For more information call Sue Fitz at
488-0914.
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RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED

IN SYMPATHY
Trinity sympathies are extended to Carolyn and
David Patterson and Family in the passing of
Carolyn's father . . . to Julie Guy and Family in
the passing of her brother . . . to Lisa and Brian
Edwards and Family in the passing of Lisa's
grandfather . . . to David Kemery and Family in
the passing of his father . . . and to the Family
of Edith Nixon.

BIRTHS
The rose on the altar Sunday, July 18 was
presented with thanksgiving to God for the
birth of Elin Sue Amicon, daughter of Kerrie
Hartley and Jason Amicon, born July 4, 2010. 

The rose on the altar Sunday, July 25 was
presented with thanksgiving to God for the
birth of Charles Montgomery Kilfeather, son of
Hillary and Eric, born June 28, 2010. Betty and
Rick Brooks are the maternal grandparents.

The rose on the Altar Sunday, August 1 was
presented with thanksgiving to God for the
birth of Evelyn Jean Lerdon, daughter of Tricia
and Scott, born June 30, 2010. 

The roses on the altar Sunday, August 15 were
presented with thanksgiving to God for the
birth of Evan Andrew Quick, son of Allison and
Adam, born August 9, 2010 . . . and for the
birth of Grant Matthew Brown, son of Leslie and
Scott, born August 6, 2010. Cindy and John
Fisher are the maternal grandparents.

Pamela Allerding
Jim Barton
Bill Carpenter
Frank Himes

John Mount
Alberta Spridgeon
Bob Warmbrod

our church
family

T R I N I T Y  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H

1581 CAMBRIDGE BOULEVARD COLUMBUS, OHIO 43212-2714
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Fellowship dinners return!
This fall we are serving our 
two most popular dinners:

Sept. 14  Baked Chicken with Italian Spices
Nov. 9     Complete Turkey Dinner with Pies

Dinner is served from 5-7 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.
Carry-out is available.

We would appreciate your reservation
- sign up on Aug. 29 or Sept 5 at Church or call

the office at 488-0695.
Proceeds from the dinner support 

Trinity’s mission projects.

Knowing that "Methodists love to eat," a few years ago Betsey and
Nancy decided to bring Fellowship Dinners back to the Trinity
calendar. Four or five times a year, on Tuesday meeting nights from
5-7pm, they prepare and serve a full dinner in Fellowship Hall.
Reservations are helpful but not necessary. And take out is
available!

Betsey loves a good book, a day on the beach, visiting family,
gardening and cooking. Ask her about making crabapple jelly or join
her this fall to make apple butter. But mostly Betsey would like you
to join her in fellowship. Come to the dinners for the food, or come
to help put the meal together - you'll find wonderful fellowship in
both. I promised to be there. Our first chance to fellowship over one
of Betsey and Nancy's dinners is September 14th (see details
below.) And don't be afraid to come early and join in the fun of
preparation (a chance to learn from the masters!)

Celebrating Betsey Grover
continued from p. 7

        




