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Quoth ancient
philosophers, “The
only constant is
change.” True then.
True today. Some is
helpful and needed,
some is not. The
challenge for us is
knowing the

difference. It certainly pertains in the realm
of  Christianity and the Church. Recent
decades have brought much change in
church policy and practice, some helpful,
some not.

A recent article by columnist Ross Douthat
in The New York Times, reprinted in The
Columbus Dispatch on July 17, asked the
question “Can Liberal Christianity Be
Saved?” Why make that query? Because
many mainline denominations are
dwindling and will disappear if  something
doesn’t change present trends. This is not
alarmist rhetoric but a verifiable statement
of  statistical fact.

Douthat cites the Episcopal Church as a
prime example. “It still has priests and
bishops, altars and stained-glass windows.
But it is flexible to the point of  in-
difference on dogma, friendly to sexual
liberation in almost every form, willing to
blend Christianity with other faiths, and
eager to downplay theology entirely in
favor of  secular political causes. Yet
instead of  attracting a younger, more open-
minded demographic with these changes ...
attendance figures for 2000-10  showed
something between a decline and a
collapse. The average Sunday attendance
dropped 23 percent, and not a single
Episcopal diocese in the country saw
churchgoing increase.”

A similar downward spiral is seen in many
mainline denominations; it’s just faster in
some than others. Historically, many of

those churches focused on social ills and
changes that bettered society. But, through
the years, denominations lost their theo-
logical grounding. As the liberal Protestant
scholar Gary Dorrien pointed out, the
Christianity that animated causes such as
the Social Gospel and the civil rights
movement was much more dogmatic than
present-day liberal faith. Its leaders had a
“deep grounding in Bible study, family
devotions, personal prayer and worship.”
They argued for progressive reform in the
context of  “a personal transcendent God ...
the divinity of  Christ, the need of  personal
redemption and the importance of
Christian missions.”  Such beliefs seem
traditionally conservative when compared
to the almost-anything-goes theology of
many of  today’s contemporary religious
bodies. 

The vast majority of  growing churches,
filled with youth and young adults as well
as mature members, are overwhelmingly
conservative and traditional in biblical
understanding. Why? Because that is what
people long for: a personal relationship
with God through Jesus Christ and the
chance to make a positive difference in the
world. Congregations that emphasize those
basic truths will grow. Those that allow the
culture to change them rather than the
other way round will dwindle.

God calls us to be a thermostat, not a
thermometer. In kind, respectful, tolerant,
loving, and clear manner, we are charged to
be faithful followers of  Jesus Christ as
revealed in the New Testament and to
unashamedly proclaim His Lordship.
That may not always be popular. It will not
always be accepted. But while the method
changes, the Message never does. When we
understand and implement that truth, our
church will continue to grow as God
blesses the efforts of  this congregation of
faithful and loving Christians.

T I M E S

WORSHIP AT TRINITY
Sunday Mornings
9:00 & 11:00 

Traditional Worship 
in the Sanctuary

Crossroads Contemporary
Worship in Fellowship Hall
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Dr. Carolyn Leick
Director of Christian Education 
cleick@trinityumchurch.com       

With man this is impossible, but with
God all things are possible. 

Matthew 19:26

VBS (Vacation Bible School) was once again
a huge success, thanks to Diana Fisher,
Chair, Sharon Hershey, Co-chair, Samantha
Durakovic, Volunteer Recruiter and Courtney
Oakley, Registrations. 

Diana, Sharon and I met each Wednesday
for several hours beginning in January, and
they each went away from these meetings
with homework that they designed and
planned themselves. During the last two
months, Sam (Samantha) and Courtney
were at the church almost daily as they
collected applications, placed group leaders
and children. This is almost full-time work,
and Trinity is blessed with dedicated
Christians such as these whose passion is
bringing the word of God to our children.

I wish I had room to mention the work of
each of these volunteers, for we cannot do
VBS without a single one of them. The
flexibility of these people and their
willingness to move around, to fill in and to
switch jobs instantly when the need arises is
remarkable. We had many grandmothers and
some grandfathers pitching in, aunts and
uncles, cousins, and in some cases, entire
families doing their share to assure another
year of success. Through it all, each of us is
blessed, each of us is nurtured, and each of
us is fed and comforted.  

The scripture above was the center of
VBS/SKY 2012.  We know that with God, the
children in attendance will one day do many
of those things that we are tempted to say
are impossible, and we suspect that
VBS/SKY 2012 will have had a small part in
assuring that reality!

Summer Book Talks
& Mission Walks

August 5 The Theology of Harry Potter
Leaders: Ellie Thien & Anna Fields

August 12 Heaven and the Afterlife 
by James Garlow and Keith Wall
Leaders: Linda & Katie Casasanta  

August 19 Quiet Strength
by Tony Dungy
Leader: Brett Doughty 

August 26 Thinking in Pictures
by Temple Grandin
Leader: Adele White 

Sept. 2 Generous Justice 
by Tim Keller
Leader: Fritz Harding 

Adult Sunday School 
at 10 a.m. in the Chapel
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Brian Edwards
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries
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Why are we offering a free trial? 

Because we've noticed that we have a LOT of middle
school and high school youth who are members of
Trinity but don't participate in youth group.

I truly believe that God can use youth group
participation to deepen your child's faith, connect
them to others, and give them a place to belong all
while making a difference in the world. I know that is
saying a lot but I whole-heartedly believe that is true!

I also believe that a deep connection to youth group
will help prepare them for life after High School. I
believe they will have more ownership of their faith
and be ready for the onslaught of temptation that
awaits them in college, the military, or the work
force.

I know there are lots of conflicts on Sunday nights
and if your children can't come because of other
commitments, I hope they participate in our special
events activities we have throughout the year.

To be more family friendly and make it easier for
families to commit to youth group, we will have a
NEW Sunday night schedule. All youth (middle school
and high school students) will meet at the same time
but separately. We are working hard to eliminate and
obstacles to your child participating. This is what the
new schedule will look like:

7:00 – 7:15 Announcements/Song/Skit

7:17 – 7:54 MS in game/topic, HS in small groups

7:56 – 8:33 HS in game/topic, MS in small groups

VACATION
BIBLE
SCHOOL
2012

“WITH
GOD
ALL 

THINGS
ARE

POSSIBLE”

Photos by Dawn Lewis



Women’s Bible Study begins Monday,
September 24. The group meets on
the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each
month from 9:15am in Chapelside
Parlor and concludes by 10:45. 

We will begin with the DVD-based
study, Fearless by Max Lucado. The
purpose of this study is to help us
take an honest and hopeful look at
what can happen when fear meets
faith. 

The study will include large and
small group discussion. All women of
the Church are invited to attend. 

The class does not regularly have
child care, so if it is needed please
call the church office. For further
information contact Ann Stearns,
614.538.1761.

opportunitiesG
Worship Services

Sunday Mornings
9 a.m. & 11 a.m. 

Sanctuary
Traditional Worship

Fellowship Hall
Crossroads Contemporary

Worship

Holy Communion is offered 
on the first Sunday of every
month during all worship

services

Sunday School
10 a.m. for Adults and Children

Weekly Meetings

Grief Support Group
Mondays at 5:30 p.m.

Chapel

Men’s Small Group
Tuesdays at 6:30 a.m.
Chapelside Parlor

Summer WOLW
Wednesdays at 9 am

Young Professionals Group
Thursdays at 7 p.m.

2211 Aschinger Blvd 43212

Trinity Times is a monthly newsletter
published for members of Trinity United

Methodist Church. Subscriptions are available
for $15 per year for non-members. Make

checks payable to Trinity UMC and designate
Trinity Times on the memo.The deadline to

submit information for the September issue is
Friday, August 10. Please email your

information to jeannehaber1@gmail.com. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday
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6:15 pm Pizza Making
Fellowship Kitchen

5

6pm Small Group
Council 

Room 206

6:30-7:30 a.m.
Men’s Small Group
Chapelside Parlor

2:30-7:00pm Photos
taken for Church

Directory Room 207

7:00pm Foundation
Board Meeting
Room 209

19

12

26 27

6

13

20

28

7

14

21

7pm  Stephen
Ministries 

Chapelside Parlor

Join us on
facebook

9am 
Traditional Worship

Sanctuary

10am 
Education Hour

11am 
Traditional Worship

Sanctuary
Kids Own Worship

Contemporary Worship
Fellowship Hall

9am 
Traditional 

Worship Sanctuary
Kids Own Worship

10am 
Education Hour

11am 
Traditional Worship with
Confirmation Sanctuary

Kids Own Worship
Contemporary Worship

Fellowship Hall

9am 
Traditional 

Worship Sanctuary
Kids Own Worship

10am 
Education Hour

11am 
Traditional Worship Sanctuary

Kids Own Worship
Contemporary Worship

Fellowship Hall

9am 
Traditional Worship 

Sanctuary
Contemporary Worship

Fellowship Hall
Kids Own Worship

10am 
Education Hour

11am
Traditional Worship Sanctuary

Contemporary Worship
Fellowship Hall

Kids Own Worship

6:30-7:30 am
Men’s Small Group
Chapelside Parlor

6:30-7:30 am
Men’s Small Group
Chapelside Parlor

6:30-7:30 am
Men’s Small Group
Chapelside Parlor

Woman’s Bible Study

If you, or a family member, or someone you
know in the congregation will be going into
the hospital for an operation or extended
stay, please notify the church office, 488-
0695. The church staff would like to make
visitations (unless you state otherwise).
Due to privacy laws hospitals do not notify
the Church of patients. Please do not
assume the Church has been informed of a
hospitalization.

Hospital Ministry

Find mission opportunities 
and high school and middle
school activities online at
www.trinityumchurch.com
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opportunities

29

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

August 2012

6:15 pm Pizza Making
Fellowship Kitchen

7pm Young
Professionals Group 
@ 2211 Aschinger

Blvd,43212  

6pm Small Group
Council 

Room 206

6:30-7:30 a.m.
Men’s Small Group
Chapelside Parlor

2:30-7:00pm Photos
taken for Church

Directory Room 207

7:00pm Foundation
Board Meeting
Room 209

1

8

22

15 16

2

9

23

10

24

17 18

11

25

28

7

14

21
9:30am Prayers 
and Squares 
Room 208

High School
overnight trip to

Cincinnati Reds game
and Kings Island.
Return Thursday.

30 31

7pm  Stephen
Ministries 

Chapelside Parlor

5pm Family Hosting at
the YWCA Family

Center 

2:30-7:00pm
Photos taken for
Church Directory

Room 207 

Middle School Miller
Park Fun Day

2:30-7:00pm
Photos taken for
Church Directory

Room 207

7pm Young
Professionals Group
@ 2211 Aschinger

Blvd,43212  

2:30-7:00pm
Photos taken for
Church Directory

Room 207

10:30 am - 5:00pm
Photos taken for
Church Directory

Room 207

6:30-7:30 am
Men’s Small Group
Chapelside Parlor

6:30-7:30 am
Men’s Small Group
Chapelside Parlor

7pm Young
Professionals Group 
@ 2211 Aschinger

Blvd,43212  

6:30-7:30 am
Men’s Small Group
Chapelside Parlor

7pm Young
Professionals Group 
@ 2211 Aschinger

Blvd,43212  

Find mission opportunities 
and high school and middle
school activities online at
www.trinityumchurch.com
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“I am Jameson Lowery, a senior English major at
Miami University. This summer I will be biking
across the country, from San Francisco to Washington
D.C., to raise money and awareness for people with
disabilities ...”

Meet an exceptional Trinity member and follow his
blog at www.jamesonjoh.blogspot.com. Jameson
has been enduring temperatures in the 100’s as he
and others have been biking across the country 

It’s time for a new CHURCH PICTORIAL DIRECTORY. A photo
session is scheduled for the week of  August 7-11. Each individual or
family who gets a photograph taken will receive a free directory and 8x10
photo. Additional photos may be purchased as desired without pressure
to do so. The directory will not be complete without your photo, so
please sign up as soon as possible. 

Online Scheduling Available! 
To schedule your photography appointment online, simply go to the
Universal website, www.ucdir.com, and click on schedule your
photography session on the right side, enter OH1317 in the Church Code
field and enter trinity in the Church Password field. Follow the prompts
to schedule your family’s appointment time. If  you have five or more in
your family please use two consecutive time slots. The online scheduling
option is available Monday through Friday. To set appointment by phone
call (888)-742-5823. Appointments fill up quickly, so schedule as soon as
possible to secure your preferred date and time.

Have you 
signed up 
to have your 
photo taken?

This summer, we said goodbye to Rev.
Amy Aspey, who was appointed as the
West Ohio Conference's Director of
Clergy Professional Development. On
July 1st, Rev. Katy Wheat stepped in to
assume many of  Amy’s former
responsibilities, including leadership of
Trinity missions.

Rev. Wheat grew up here in
Worthington, Ohio, graduated from
Baldwin Wallace University, and recently
graduated from the Wesley Theological
Seminar in Washington, D.C.

If  you haven’t already, please make it a
point to introduce yourself  to Rev.
Wheat and let her know your role in
Trinity missions. You will be energized
by her warmth, enthusiasm, and passion
for the ministry. We are happy to have
her here!  

You can contact Rev. Wheat at
kwheat@trinityumchurch.com

Rev. Katy
Wheat takes
a well-deserved
rest during
Vacation
Bible School.

Two Missions You May Not Know About
Following are two missions Trinity adopted this year that set new challenges 
for service and discipleship:

KAIROS www.kairosohio.org 
The mission of  the Kairos Prison Ministry is to share the transforming love
and forgiveness of  Jesus Christ to impact the hearts and lives of  incarcerated
men, women and youth, as well as their families, to become loving and
productive citizens of  their communities.

Trinity provides education and facilitates the involvement of  those wishing to
participate in Kairos Ministry.  Opportunities to serve include: 1) Volunteering
to be part of  a Kairos ministry team, culminating with the Kairos Weekend in
which trained volunteers minister inside a prison; 2) Baking cookies for a
Kairos Weekend; 3) Getting involved with Kairos Outside, whose volunteers
provide spiritual and practical support to the wives and girlfriends of  men who
are incarcerated; 4) Participating in a pen pal relationship with an incarcerated
individual in order to share Christ's love. Contact: Greg Taylor
taylorgreg12@gmail.com

SOUTH SUDAN HEALTH CLINIC
This clinic in the newly formed country of  South Sudan will provide maternal
and child health services in a rural area of  the country that has no such health
care. Currently the maternal mortality rate in South Sudan is 2,054 out of  every
100,000 live births and 1 of  every five children do not live to be five years of
age. Through this mission, you have an opportunity to reach beyond our
borders & assist with the construction of  a clinic in Piol that will house a
maternity ward where prenatal exams and assistance during delivery will be
provided and where children will be vaccinated for preventable diseases.
Contact: Kelly Cantwell cantwellcl@msn.com

Trinity’s middle school youth spent a week in Myrtle Beach this summer. The high school
group will depart Aug. 1st on an overnight trip to a Reds game and day at Kings Island.

Jameson’s Journey of Hope

as part of  Journey of  Hope. The team bikes approximately 80 miles a day,
stopping to socialize at churches and activity centers for people with
disabilities. Getting to know people who struggle daily with handicaps has
been the most rewarding part of  his trip. In Jameson’s words (after falling
and scraping his arms and legs) “The heat is only going to get worse on this
trip and this will probably not be the last time I fall. But thinking of  people
like Mallory, who goes through hardship every day of  her life, helps my
team continue to push through ...” You can support Jameson by donating to
Journey of  Hope in his name.

Save the Date! 
Sunday, September 16, 12-2 p.m.
Food - Music - Fun - Fellowship
Balloons and Activities for Kids! 

Everyone Welcome!

Welcome 
Rev. Katy Wheat
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“I am Jameson Lowery, a senior English major at
Miami University. This summer I will be biking
across the country, from San Francisco to Washington
D.C., to raise money and awareness for people with
disabilities ...”

Meet an exceptional Trinity member and follow his
blog at www.jamesonjoh.blogspot.com. Jameson
has been enduring temperatures in the 100’s as he
and others have been biking across the country 

Fall Kick Off

events &
reminders

It’s time for a new CHURCH PICTORIAL DIRECTORY. A photo
session is scheduled for the week of  August 7-11. Each individual or
family who gets a photograph taken will receive a free directory and 8x10
photo. Additional photos may be purchased as desired without pressure
to do so. The directory will not be complete without your photo, so
please sign up as soon as possible. 

Online Scheduling Available! 
To schedule your photography appointment online, simply go to the
Universal website, www.ucdir.com, and click on schedule your
photography session on the right side, enter OH1317 in the Church Code
field and enter trinity in the Church Password field. Follow the prompts
to schedule your family’s appointment time. If  you have five or more in
your family please use two consecutive time slots. The online scheduling
option is available Monday through Friday. To set appointment by phone
call (888)-742-5823. Appointments fill up quickly, so schedule as soon as
possible to secure your preferred date and time.

S
E
P
T

16

Have you 
signed up 
to have your 
photo taken?

Please keep the Church Office
informed of any change of address,
phone, or e-mail for you or your family
in order that records can be as up-to-
date as possible. Trinity Times is a bulk
mailing, which means the Church has
additional costs for all copies that are
returned due to wrong address
information. Thank you for helping 
with this!

Two Missions You May Not Know About
Following are two missions Trinity adopted this year that set new challenges 
for service and discipleship:

KAIROS www.kairosohio.org 
The mission of  the Kairos Prison Ministry is to share the transforming love
and forgiveness of  Jesus Christ to impact the hearts and lives of  incarcerated
men, women and youth, as well as their families, to become loving and
productive citizens of  their communities.

Trinity provides education and facilitates the involvement of  those wishing to
participate in Kairos Ministry.  Opportunities to serve include: 1) Volunteering
to be part of  a Kairos ministry team, culminating with the Kairos Weekend in
which trained volunteers minister inside a prison; 2) Baking cookies for a
Kairos Weekend; 3) Getting involved with Kairos Outside, whose volunteers
provide spiritual and practical support to the wives and girlfriends of  men who
are incarcerated; 4) Participating in a pen pal relationship with an incarcerated
individual in order to share Christ's love. Contact: Greg Taylor
taylorgreg12@gmail.com

SOUTH SUDAN HEALTH CLINIC
This clinic in the newly formed country of  South Sudan will provide maternal
and child health services in a rural area of  the country that has no such health
care. Currently the maternal mortality rate in South Sudan is 2,054 out of  every
100,000 live births and 1 of  every five children do not live to be five years of
age. Through this mission, you have an opportunity to reach beyond our
borders & assist with the construction of  a clinic in Piol that will house a
maternity ward where prenatal exams and assistance during delivery will be
provided and where children will be vaccinated for preventable diseases.
Contact: Kelly Cantwell cantwellcl@msn.com

Trinity’s middle school youth spent a week in Myrtle Beach this summer. The high school
group will depart Aug. 1st on an overnight trip to a Reds game and day at Kings Island.

Jameson’s Journey of Hope

as part of  Journey of  Hope. The team bikes approximately 80 miles a day,
stopping to socialize at churches and activity centers for people with
disabilities. Getting to know people who struggle daily with handicaps has
been the most rewarding part of  his trip. In Jameson’s words (after falling
and scraping his arms and legs) “The heat is only going to get worse on this
trip and this will probably not be the last time I fall. But thinking of  people
like Mallory, who goes through hardship every day of  her life, helps my
team continue to push through ...” You can support Jameson by donating to
Journey of  Hope in his name.

Save the Date! 
Sunday, September 16, 12-2 p.m.
Food - Music - Fun - Fellowship
Balloons and Activities for Kids! 

Everyone Welcome!

Helping Hands Needed

New Life Knotters meet on the first and
third Wednesdays 12:30 to 3pm to make
sleeping bags. No sewing skills are
required and men are welcome. These
sleeping bags are shared with our
neighbors in need through the clothing
room. Materials for the sleeping bags are
also needed, including used bed linens,
mattress pads, fabric, anything past its
prime that can be layered for warmth.

If your Wednesdays are full, how about
Tuesday? A team from Trinity meets in the
New Life Clothing Room every Tuesday
from 12:30 to 2:30 to sort donations. You
will be welcomed with open arms.

The New Life Clothing Room is located
at New Life Methodist Church, 25 W. Fifth Ave.,
Columbus, Ohio. 

www.newlifemethodist.org

Moving?
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RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED

BIRTHS
The roses on the altar were presented with
thanksgiving to God for the Fabyan Saxe V, son
of  Brittany and Fabyan, born May 5, 2012…and
for the birth of  Ethan Gabriel Frazier, son of
Susan and Josh, born July 3, 2012.

BAPTISMS
The Sacrament of  Holy Baptism was given
for Bentley Weston Colombo, son of
Megan and Eric…for Margaret Grace
Comfort, daughter of  Mary and
Gregory…for Jackson Riley Goodwin, son
of  Jennifer and Joshua…Connor Daniel
Huston, son of  Rachel and Daniel…for
Chase Lawrence McClellan, son of  Wendy
and Rand…and for Colt William Mitchell,
son of  Kristin and William.

Bob Bowers
Marcia
Hanesworth-Hall
Kristie Linard
Jim Petro
Cassie Rehl  
Sarah Schriner
Lori Sellers
Jane Woodward

our church
family

T R I N I T Y  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H
1581 CAMBRIDGE BOULEVARD COLUMBUS, OHIO 43212-2714
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