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A large department store experienced difficulty recruiting
persons to portray santa due to so many previous santas
suffering bruised shins from being kicked by angry children
who didn't receive what they wanted the previous year.

There are times when all of us may feel like venting our
disappointment to God or someone else because we don't

think we got what we wanted and deserved.  i've met many people along the
way who seem never to appreciate what they have.

James Lehman in a poem titled "Present Tense" made these poignant
observations:
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It was spring,
But it was summer I wanted,
The warm days
And the great outdoors. 

It was summer 
But it was Fall I wanted,
The colorful leaves
And the cool, dry air. 

It was Fall.
But it was winter I wanted,
The beautiful snow
And the joy of the holiday season. 

It was Winter
But it was Spring I wanted,
The warmth
And the blossoming of nature. 

I was a child
But it was adulthood I wanted,

The freedom
And the respect. 

I was twenty
But it was thirty I wanted,
To be mature
And sophisticated. 

I was middle-aged
But it was twenty I wanted,
The youth
And the free spirit. 

I was retired
But it was middle-age I wanted,
The presence of mind
Without limitations. 

Then suddenly my life was over.
My life was done, my life was
finished,
My life was gone.

This Christmas, let us savor the simple pleasures of life, the joy of a new day,
the hug from a loved one, the conversation with a friend, the meaning of
faith, the fulfillment of giving and receiving.   Christ has come that we might
experience abundant life.  Through Him, we can see each day in a different
way from the drab and ordinary.

i hope you get what you want this year.  someone well said that happiness is
not so much  getting what you want as in appreciating what you get.  may you
have a "right Christmas".  i look forward to seeing you at Trinity Church for
the many special events and services that will help to make this year better
than ever before.

Christmas Worship
Schedule on p. 4
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What I say to you I say to all:
Keep awake. Mark 13: 24 - 37

At that time they will see the Son
of Man coming in a cloud.

Luke 21: 27

This generation will not pass
away until all these things have
taken place. Luke 21:32

It is fascinating to me that, as
Director of Christian Education, I
realize more and more that tools for
reading the Bible  taught in the
seminaries are often unknown by
those in the pews.

I remember reading the passages
above and wondering, "Who is 'they?'
" and  "Is this reference to the second
coming of Christ?" and "If that is what
it refers to, why don't we find it within
the first generation of Christians as
Jesus told us it would?"

As one who doesn't like to have my
mind tied up in knots, I intuitively
read it as symbolic.  Many things in
the Bible are symbolic.   What we
know is that Christ will reign.  What
we also know is that Jesus said that
not even the Son himself would know
"about the day or hour."   So need we
worry about trying to determine that
day and hour,  as did the pastor who
tried recently to predict the "end
times?"   Thanks be to God, of course
not.

Come to Trinity's Adult Sunday School
and feel your muscles relaxing as the
spirit of the word washes over you,
and the Holy Spirit fills your being.
No need here to worry about tying up
your mind in knots!  Our Advent
season brings with it a Sunday school
class on "Christmas Isn't Your
Birthday!" led by Rev. Aspey. You
won't have to worry about when
Christ will come. Just come yourself.
Eat. Drink. Be blessed. The Lord is
risen indeed!   

Christmas Is Not Your Birthday
Rev. Amy Aspey
Rooms 208-209 
During Advent, the four Sundays
leading up to Christmas, Rev. Amy
Aspey will teach a class based on the
book, "Christmas Is Not Your Birthday"
by Rev. Mike Slaughter. Together we will
be challenged to "cut through the hype
that leaves you exhausted and broke at
the end of the year.  

Handbells for Learners
(ALL ages, children and adults!)
Diane Stanley
Room 201
Diane Stanley, Director of our wonderful
Bell Choir, will be training all adults and
children who wish to learn to play the
bells. Diane will be teaching the bells
through the scriptures and the Sunday
school curriculum the children would be
having in their classes. 

In His Word
Matt Hamilton
Room 207
God's very essence is love.  His deep
desire is for an eternal relationship in
which we enjoy Him and He us, forever.
Our aim is to experience the joy of
knowing Him intimately by lingering
over His Word. We meet year-round.
Join anytime. You won't be behind.

Justice for the Poor
Jamie Crane & Tim Miller
Chapelside Parlor
This study, designed and led via video
by Jim Wallis and the Sojourners,
enlightens us with ideas of how to
respond to poverty in our area and
around the world. Justice for the Poor
recaptures the biblical vision that links

poverty with justice. 

FAMILY LIFE SERIES  
Nine Critical Mistakes Most Couples
Make: Identify the Pitfalls and
Discover God's Help
Amy Armstrong   
Room 215
Using the book, "9 Critical Mistakes
Most Couples Make:  Identify the Pitfalls
and Discover God's Help," leader Amy
Armstrong, LSW, will focus on how
partners can maintain strong, healthy
egos in an atmosphere of love and
respect. 

Thinking Like Jesus 
Kevin Holtsberry
Room 209

Handbells for Learners
(ALL ages, children and adults!)
Diane Stanley
Room 201

Gospel in Life 
Fritz Harding & Karen Brantley
Chapel

In His Word
Matt Hamilton
Room 207

Discovery of God's Will 
Brad Goodwin
Chapelside Parlor

Adult Sunday School Classes 
thru Dec. 18, 2011 January 8 - February 19
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December is a wonderful time of year for the youth
programs at Trinity, like pizza making for the homeless.
Check out all the wonderful opportunities to serve,
fellowship, and worshipin December:

December 4 Regular youth meetings 
(MS 6:30-7:45 & HS 7:45-9:00)

December 10 Adopt-a-family shopping 
(MS 10:00-11:30 & HS 12:00-2:00)

December 10 HIGH SCHOOL LEADERSHIP TEAM MTG. 
2-3 p.m.

December 11 Christmas Parties at regular youth times 
(MS 6:30-7:45 & HS 7:45-9:00)

December 18 No Youth Programs

December 20 High School Pizza Making for the 
Homeless Shelter 6-9 p.m.

December 24 Middle School and High School Youth 
Luminaria Set-Up 

January 8 Youth Group and Second Sunday 
Resumes

A Merry Christmas to all!!!
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Moms' Book Club- Join us this Month!

The Moms' Book Club is a new group that reads and
discusses a book each month. We meet the third

Thursday of each month at Trinity at 6:30pm.

All moms and grandmas are welcome to attend. We
will read both devotional and popular books,

reflecting on how our life as mothers calls us to learn
and grow in Christ. If needed, childcare can be  

provided by request.

December 15 
How to Raise an Emotionally Intelligent Child

by John Gottman

January 19
Redeeming Love by Francine Rivers

Facilitators: Carrie Hays cellen78@aol.com or 582-
3679 and Sharon Hershey

sharonhershey@gmail.com or 439-6227

NEW ~ Jobs Program at Trinity

Trinity's Jobs Program is in the planning
stages. The goal is to assist with job-

hunting and career development. If you are
interested in being a part of the planning

process or if you are interested in finding a
job and/or obtaining career coaching,

contact Gary Brand,
gbrand@trinityumchurch.com or George

Coles. Jobs Program meetings are
scheduled for Monday evenings at 6:30PM

on December 5. Please plan to attend.
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WORSHIP SERVICES

Sunday Mornings
9 a.m. & 11 a.m. 

Sanctuary
Traditional Worship

Fellowship Hall
Crossroads Contemporary

Worship

*On Sunday, December 25
there will be one worship
service at 11 a.m. in the

Sanctuary.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

10 a.m. for Adults and
Children

Trinity Times is a monthly newsletter published
for members of Trinity United Methodist Church.
Subscriptions are available for $15 per year for
non-members. Make checks payable to Trinity
UMC and designate Trinity Times on the

memo.The deadline to submit information for
the January issue is Tuesday, Dec. 6. Please place
your information or photos in the Trinity Times

box in the church office or email to
beckywest22@aol.com. 

Sunday Monday TuWeekly meetings:

4 5
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6:30 a  
Small 
Chape  

6:45 p  
Evenin  
Rm 20

7 pm  
Rm 01

11:30 am Disciple
III Study;
Chapelside Parlor

5:30 pm Grief
Support Group;
Chapel

7 pm Troop 17;
Rm 011

6:15 p   

18 19

Tri  
D

7  
Founda   

7 p  
M

Chap  

9:15 am Women’s
Bible Study

7 pm   

for 

13

Weekly 
Meetings 
in 
December

20

11

www.facebook.com/
TrinityUMChurch

Follow us:

Annual Christmas
Dinner

The Annual Christmas Dinner is
scheduled for December 11.  Hospitality
will begin at 6PM and dinner at 6:30PM.

The dinner menu includes beef
tenderloin and walleye pike. The dinner
will be followed by a Hymn Sing in the

Sanctuary at 7:30 p.m. 

Training for New Stephen
Ministers begins in January

Stephen Ministry has scheduled a Stephen
Ministry training class which 

begins January 8, 2012.  Applications for
becoming a Stephen Minister 

and a calendar of Stephen and other
Stephen programs is available from 

Reverend Brian Jones or from Gary Brand.

Trinity Blood Drive is back!
Trinity will host the American Red Cross
blood drive on Saturday, December 3rd,
from 8:30 - 1:30.  Appointments can
be made online at www.givelife.org.

Give blood and the gift of life. You’ll be
showing one of the greatest kinds of
love any person can give another.
Donors will also be treated to a

wonderful pancake breakfast.  If you
have questions contact Todd or Lisa

Williams at 442-0879, or
Lwilli14@columbus.rr.com.

12:15 pm
Children/Family

Council

6:30 pm 
Jobs Program

Meeting

6 p.m. Annual
Christmas Party;
Fellowship Hall

7:30 p.m. Hymn Sing;
Sanctuary

Merry Christmas 
11 am Worship in

Sanctuary

Christmas Eve
Worship

4:30 p.m. - Family
Service: Sanctuary
5 p.m. - Crossroads

Contemporary Service;
Fellowship Hall

6:15 p.m. - Crossroads
Contemporary Service;

Fellowship Hall
7:30 p.m. - Christmas by

Candlelight Service;
Sanctuary

10:15 - 10:45 p.m. Holy
Communion 

at the High Altar;
Sanctuary

11 p.m. - Christmas by
Candlelight Service;

Sanctuary

25

SAVE THE DATE - TRINITY WOMEN’S RETREAT
FEBRUARY 3 & 4, 2012
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27 28 29 30 31

171614

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

2 3

6 7 9 10

6:30 am Men’s
Small Group;
Chapelside Parlor

6:45 pm WOLW
Evening Group;
Rm 207

7 pm Troop 261:
Rm 011

11:30 am Disciple
III Study;
Chapelside Parlor

5:30 pm Grief
Support Group;
Chapel

7 pm Troop 17;
Rm 011

9 am Disciple I
Study; Rm 207

6:45 pm Chancel
Bell Choir;Rm 201

7 pm Young
Professionals 
Group

8 pm Chancel
Choir Rehearsal;
Rm 204

21 22 23

15

December 2011

6:15 pm Pizza Making;
Kitchen

1

9 am Women of the
Living Word;
Fellowship Hall

4:30 pm Children’s
Choir; Rm 204

5pm YWCA Family
Center Hosting

www.tr in i tyumchurch.com

Trinity Times
Deadline

7 pm Trinity
Foundation; Rm 117

7 pm Stephen
Ministries;

Chapelside Parlor

9:15 am Women’s
Bible Study

7 pm Meeting Night 

for Committees

13

9:30 am Prayers &
Squares Quilting Group;

Rm 208

7 pm Caring Card
Ministry; Rm 001

9:30 am Wee Moms;
Fellowship Parlor

Bethlehem on Broad
Packing Day;

Fellowship Hall

Bethlehem on Broad
Loading Day;

Fellowship Hall

Bethlehem on Broad
Distribution Day;
Fellowship Hall

20

9:30 am Wee Moms;
Fellowship Parlor

6:30 pm 
Jobs Program

Meeting

8

6:30 pm Moms’ Book
Group; Fellowship

Parlor

Altar Guild’s Annual 
Memorial Poinsettia

Sale - $10 each 
December 4 & 11

Poinsettias will
adorn the church

altars for
Christmas. 

8:30am - 1:30pm
American Red Cross

Blood Drive; 
Room 001

Christmas Eve

24

SAVE THE DATE - TRINITY WOMEN’S RETREAT
FEBRUARY 3 & 4, 2012
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For I was hungry and you
gave me something to eat.

Matthew 25:35

Packing Day
Friday, December 9
One of the most popular and
rewarding service opportunities is
the BoB Box packing event at
Trinity. There are two parts to the
day: the unloading of the food and
supplies from the Kroger truck in
the morning, and then packing of
the BoB Boxes in the early
afternoon. Please join us as we fill
boxes with food while we make BoB
Boxes and enjoy fellowship
together. This is a wonderful family
opportunity and children of all ages
are encouraged to participate. Make
this a memorable life lesson for
your children by teaching them the
gift of giving and participating first-
hand in God's work. 

Delivery Day
Saturday, December 10
Join us Saturday, December 11 at 8
a.m. at Trinity to load our 500 BoB
Boxes onto the truck to be
delivered to Broad Street UMC. This
is a great opportunity for middle
and high school youth to show off
their muscle while engaging in
service. 

Distribution Day
Saturday, December 17 8:30- 10:30
Twenty-five or more Trinity service
team members are needed to
distribute the BoB Boxes at the
Broad Street UMC. Area families of
need will come to the church and
volunteers will help direct them and
carry the BoB Boxes to their
vehicles. Dress casually - and
festive ('tis the season!)

Trinity members key to 12th year
of Bethlehem on Broad Ministry
By Michael Doran, Bethlehem on Broad (BoB) Shepherd

Trinity has been a
leader in the support of
the Bethlehem on
Broad ministry at the
Broad Street United
Methodist Church since
a special member of
Trinity motivated us all
to get involved in
2000. Mike Johnson
was a member of
Trinity and the Life
Builder group (for
young adults) when he
started Trinity's support
for the ministry while battling terminal cancer. Mike passed away in August
of 2001, but his legacy lives on through this very special ministry for
Trinity, Broad Street UMC and, most importantly, for the people who have
been served through this outreach. If you have participated in past years,
you know how special this ministry is. If you have yet to participate, we
invite you to join in this tremendous project to help feed families in
Columbus. 

The Bethlehem on Broad Street Ministry has been serving Columbus area
families in need for more than 17 years during the Christmas holiday
season. Trinity, in fellowship with numerous other area churches, again is
joining together with a goal of gathering and packing 1,200 food boxes to
be distributed at Broad Street UMC on Saturday, December 17th. As part of
this mission, we will also continue to support Bethlehem's transitional
housing project, The Inn at Broad Street. 

Trinity's goal is to provide 500 food boxes (more than 40% of the total
number of boxes). The food boxes (affectionately referred to as BoB
boxes), are sponsored and packaged by the financial and service support of
our members.  We are grateful to be the sole recipient of 100% of the
financial proceeds from last month's fourth annual Cuisine for a Cause
benefit event!

There are many ways to get involved. Buy a whole, partial or just a little
bit of a BoB Box ($60 for a whole BoB Box, $30 for half a box, or any
portion you would like). A full BoB Box donation will provide food for a
family for four days. It will also help provide for part of one night's stay at
the Inn on Broad Street. Now through Sunday, December 4th, donations
can be made at the Bethlehem Project tables in the Narthex and outside
the Crossroads worship service, placed in the offering plate or mailed into
the church office. Checks should be made to Trinity UMC with "BoB Box"
designated on the memo line. With your donation, you can receive a BoB
Box card that is great to designate your gift on behalf of others - a perfect
gift during the holiday season. 

Save the dates for packing, delivering and distributing our BoB Boxes. The
dates are listed in the column at the left. We encourage you to join this
mission. We acknowledge the financial challenge that comes with these
continued tough economic times. Yet, with the gifts and prayers of many
people, we can make this a successful project.  We look forward to your
support and efforts to make this a great project that impacts the lives of
many! 

Please contact Michael Doran, 937-9682 (cell) or at
mdoran@nugrowth.com to help with the project, man tables on Sundays or
for information about the Bethlehem on Broad ministry.

Cuisine for a Cause thanks YOU!

On Sunday evening, November 6th, over 120 Trinity friends
and family gathered in Fellowship Hall for this year's Cuisine
for a Cause. The elegant evening featured wonderful hors
D'oeuvres, an amazing silent auction, and fantastic fellowship
for everyone who attended. Thanks to all who supported this
event by attending the event and bidding. Over $8,500 was
raised in one evening! All monies went to support Trinity's
Christmas mission, Bethlehem on Broad (BoB).

Special thanks to the Cuisine planning team (Pamela Hashem,
Kristie Linard, Carrie Stieg, Julie Wright, Sarah Solley, and
Pam Hagely), Trinity Youth for hosting the Children's party,
Jayme Rhoades and Trinity's young children for providing
beautiful artwork, Ed Spiker for emceeing the evening, all of
those who donated silent auction items, and all those who
cooked and served the food, as well as set-up and cleaned up
the event.  Many people provided serving hands and hearts to
make Cuisine for a Cause a successful event once again. 

Thank you, Trinity!
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?
Did you know ...

that Trinity Foundation provided
major support for the vans used for
many ministries, including  missions,

youth programs and  the older
adult ministry?

Trinity members key to 12th year
of Bethlehem on Broad Ministry
By Michael Doran, Bethlehem on Broad (BoB) Shepherd

Trinity has been a
leader in the support of
the Bethlehem on
Broad ministry at the
Broad Street United
Methodist Church since
a special member of
Trinity motivated us all
to get involved in
2000. Mike Johnson
was a member of
Trinity and the Life
Builder group (for
young adults) when he
started Trinity's support
for the ministry while battling terminal cancer. Mike passed away in August
of 2001, but his legacy lives on through this very special ministry for
Trinity, Broad Street UMC and, most importantly, for the people who have
been served through this outreach. If you have participated in past years,
you know how special this ministry is. If you have yet to participate, we
invite you to join in this tremendous project to help feed families in
Columbus. 

The Bethlehem on Broad Street Ministry has been serving Columbus area
families in need for more than 17 years during the Christmas holiday
season. Trinity, in fellowship with numerous other area churches, again is
joining together with a goal of gathering and packing 1,200 food boxes to
be distributed at Broad Street UMC on Saturday, December 17th. As part of
this mission, we will also continue to support Bethlehem's transitional
housing project, The Inn at Broad Street. 

Trinity's goal is to provide 500 food boxes (more than 40% of the total
number of boxes). The food boxes (affectionately referred to as BoB
boxes), are sponsored and packaged by the financial and service support of
our members.  We are grateful to be the sole recipient of 100% of the
financial proceeds from last month's fourth annual Cuisine for a Cause
benefit event!

There are many ways to get involved. Buy a whole, partial or just a little
bit of a BoB Box ($60 for a whole BoB Box, $30 for half a box, or any
portion you would like). A full BoB Box donation will provide food for a
family for four days. It will also help provide for part of one night's stay at
the Inn on Broad Street. Now through Sunday, December 4th, donations
can be made at the Bethlehem Project tables in the Narthex and outside
the Crossroads worship service, placed in the offering plate or mailed into
the church office. Checks should be made to Trinity UMC with "BoB Box"
designated on the memo line. With your donation, you can receive a BoB
Box card that is great to designate your gift on behalf of others - a perfect
gift during the holiday season. 

Save the dates for packing, delivering and distributing our BoB Boxes. The
dates are listed in the column at the left. We encourage you to join this
mission. We acknowledge the financial challenge that comes with these
continued tough economic times. Yet, with the gifts and prayers of many
people, we can make this a successful project.  We look forward to your
support and efforts to make this a great project that impacts the lives of
many! 

Please contact Michael Doran, 937-9682 (cell) or at
mdoran@nugrowth.com to help with the project, man tables on Sundays or
for information about the Bethlehem on Broad ministry.

Cuisine for a Cause thanks YOU!

On Sunday evening, November 6th, over 120 Trinity friends
and family gathered in Fellowship Hall for this year's Cuisine
for a Cause. The elegant evening featured wonderful hors
D'oeuvres, an amazing silent auction, and fantastic fellowship
for everyone who attended. Thanks to all who supported this
event by attending the event and bidding. Over $8,500 was
raised in one evening! All monies went to support Trinity's
Christmas mission, Bethlehem on Broad (BoB).

Special thanks to the Cuisine planning team (Pamela Hashem,
Kristie Linard, Carrie Stieg, Julie Wright, Sarah Solley, and
Pam Hagely), Trinity Youth for hosting the Children's party,
Jayme Rhoades and Trinity's young children for providing
beautiful artwork, Ed Spiker for emceeing the evening, all of
those who donated silent auction items, and all those who
cooked and served the food, as well as set-up and cleaned up
the event.  Many people provided serving hands and hearts to
make Cuisine for a Cause a successful event once again. 

Thank you, Trinity!

Wee Moms Supply Drive
Trinity's Wee Moms group is sponsoring a mid-

year school supply drive for New Life families. We
will have donation boxes set up outside both

services starting December 25-January  15 for
the following items:

Notebook Filler Paper College Rule
Notebook Filler Paper Wide Rule        

Portfolio Pockets--only Oxford 100/bx    
Crayons (24)                          

Elmer's glue 7.6 oz                
#2 pencils (yellow)            

Black Bic round stick pens  

You can put any donations in the boxes outside
the services. Wee Moms appreciates any

donations given.

Holiday Collection
of Layette Items

New and gently used layette items will be
collected this holiday season. These items
go to Church Women United and are given
to needy new mothers i our city. Money is

also a welcome donation. Make checks
payable to Church Women United. A

collection box will be in the Narthex Dec
4 - Jan 1. Call Nancy Monahan (761-

0022) or email
jnhmonahan@hotmail.com with

questions. 
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RECENTLY HOSPITALIzED

IN SYMPATHY
Trinity sympathies are extended to
Sherry and Mike Seimer and Family in
the passing of Sherry's mother, JoAnne
Momburg … to Nicole VanderDoes Greer
in the passing of her step-mother …and
to the Family of Trinity Member, Martha
Plahuta.

BIRTH
The rose on the altar Sunday, November
6th was presented with thanksgiving to
God for the birth of Daisy Catherine
Logsdon, daughter of Cara and Jeremy,
born October 25, 2011. Sue and Rich
Simpson are the maternal grandparents.

Larry Burt
Kathy Nutter
Sandy Warman

our church
family

T R I N I T Y  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H

1581 CAMBRIDGE BOULEVARD COLUMBUS, OHIO 43212-2714
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Trinity Foundation adds new giving categories 
by John Easton

It is hard to imagine that next year Trinity
Foundation will celebrate its 30th
anniversary. During these years, we have
been fortunate that our Foundation has had
funds to invest in many programs, people,
and facilities to help maintain and grow our
church. The Foundation Board recently
revised and updated the bylaws as a way to
keep the Foundation dynamic for the future,
including the following significant changes: 

There will be three categories of funds: (1)
Permanent Endowment Fund;(2) the
Memorial and Honor Fund; and (3) the
Unrestricted Fund. Formerly all assets of the
Foundation were included only in a
Permanent Endowment Fund. The purpose
of this fund is to have its assets invested
and spent like an endowment. Annually the
Foundation Board establishes a percentage
that is available to spend for approved grants.

The new Memorial and Honor Fund will be used to provide donors with an
opportunity for focused giving to specific memorials or honorariums. This
new fund was established to recognize that memorial gifts often are
directed to very specific projects or areas within Trinity.  There have been
several special, designated accounts set up: Youth Ministry, Christian
Education, Traditional Worship, Contemporary Worship, Missions, Older
Adult Ministries and Trinity Campus. It is recognized that immediate
impact can be made in these projects and areas by being able to spend up
to the total amount of funds in each of the designated accounts.

The other new fund category for giving is the Unrestricted Fund. This fund
is established with the recognition that gifts are given knowing that all of
the bequest is available for spending and it is not intended for
endowment. The Unrestricted Fund will be available to use all of its funds
for grants, unmet needs of the church, or even emergencies.

Maintaining an unsurpassed level of stewardship is paramount for the
Foundation Board. The Foundation funds are not our own. They belong to
God. As a Board we are only stewards of contributions from donors to
support the mission of Trinity Church. Annually the transactions and assets
are reviewed by the Administrative Council and by a financial review
process.

Trinity members over the years have been generous in supporting  the
Foundation. One example is the recent significant gift by Mrs. Charlotte
Smith that more than doubled the assets of the Foundation, which
currently are approximately $2.4 million. The three categories of funds
provide multiple giving opportunities for donors that, over time, will open
new avenues of outreach for our growing church.

Photos in this issue provided
by Dawn Lewis. 


