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In the upper
Midwest, we
anticipate four
seasons across the
days of 2011:
Winter, Spring,
Summer, and Fall.
e v e r - c h a n g i n g
temperatures and

flora add interest and zest to living in
this area.

There is another year of which we are
a part that has already begun.  The
liturgical year in the United
Methodist Church contains seven
seasons, each devoted to enriching
our understanding of life and faith.
Following is an exceedingly brief and
extremely simplified version as
historically understood in this
denomination.

The liturgical year always begins the
first day of Advent, a word from the
Latin adventus meaning "arrival" or
"coming".  It begins four Sundays
before Christmas and ends on
Christmas eve.  Advent represents a
time of anticipation as we look
forward to the coming of Christ into
the world.

The second season is Christmas, from
December 25 through January 5, the
period celebrating the birth of Christ.
This also is "the twelve days of
Christmas" because the season is
brief.

January 6 begins epiphany, from the
Greek epiphaneia meaning
"appearance" or "manifestation" and
recalls the arrival of the Wise Men,
the first manifestation of Christ to the
Gentile world.  Unlike the
assumptions of many people, the
Magi did not come to the manger but
rather to "the house" for it was likely
days after Jesus' birth. This season
reminds us that Christ came for the
entire world.

The fourth season is Lent, a word
derived from Old english lencten
meaning "Spring", a time of penitence
and reflection running from Ash
Wednesday to the day before easter.
Lent is 40 days long, but a quick
check of the calender shows 46 days.
The discrepancy resolves when we
learn the six Sundays in Lent are not
counted as days of fasting or
penitence because every Sunday is
seen as a day of joyful celebration of
the resurrection.  Christians started
worshiping on Sunday rather than the
Saturday Sabbath because Christ
arose on Sunday.

Season five is the joyful observance of
easter, the name from a pagan
celebration of sunrise at springtime
which was Christianized by early
believers because this time of year
symbolized new life made possible by
Jesus' resurrection.  The First Council
of Nicea in 325 A.D. fixed easter as
the first Sunday after the full moon
following the northern hemisphere's
vernal equinox which explains why
the date is always changing and can
fall anywhere between March 22 and
April 25.  Regardless, easter is the
most joyous season when victory over
sin and death is recalled.

Next comes Pentecost, from the Greek
pentekoste hemera or "fiftieth day,"
the Old Testmaent Feast of Weeks
which was a Jewish harvest festival
observed on the 50th day of the Omer
as per Leviticus 23:16.  It was on the
Day of Pentecost that the Holy Spirit
came in a new and wondrous way and
the disciples were transformed from a
trembling band of cowering weaklings
into the the dynamic disciples of
Jesus who went forth to change the
world.  The spread of the Gospel is
remembered in Pentecost.

continued on p.8
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The Lord bless you and keep
you;  the Lord make his face to
shine upon you and be
gracious until you;  the Lord
lift up his countenance upon
you, and give you peace.

Numbers 6:22-27

I think I have used the passage from

the Scriptures, ". . . and a little child

shall lead them" repeatedly in these

brief messages to you in the Trinity

Times.   So why does that particular

passage resound in my consciousness

repeatedly, each time accompanied by

a feeling of peace and happiness?

Well, actually, I think it's simple:   I

often sense that I learn far more from

kids than they learn from me.

Yet, as I think of it, it regularly feels

as well, that I learn from others of all

ages more than they learn from me!

Perhaps that is because we are all very

connected to one another, probably far

more than our consciousness permits

us to remember.

Henry Sloane Coffin suggested that the

scripture quoted above relates to the

stages of life.   If we read it that way,

we realize that we need to listen and

to hear the wisdom of those in all

stages of life.  "The Lord bless you and

keep you" seems to petition youth.

The Lord's graciousness  and

brightness perhaps pertains to our

middle years.  And the aging process

can bring us tranquility and peace

after the storms of life.

Join us as we lead our children in Kids

Own Worship, for you too shall be led.

Join us as we bask in the wisdom

found in our peers who attend our

many Adult Sunday school classes, for

the wisdom you offer there will bless

others just as theirs will bless you.

through May 30, 2010

Adult Sunday School Classes      

Basic Christian Beliefs
Rev. Dr. Brian Jones
Rm 215

"I believe."  We use this phrase often in the church, sometimes in
a creed, sometimes just to emphasize a point.  But what do we
really believe as Christians?  What are the fundamental beliefs
that tie us together as the Body of Christ all over the world?  Join
us for The Fundamentals of Christianity as we explore together
the foundations of our faith." 

Yes, Lord, I Have Sinned but I Have Good Excuses
Tim & Rosalie Allen
Rm 208

The book of the above title by Adam Hamilton helps us to consider
questions such as:   Why is it that we try to justify anything and
everything we want to do, to attempt to excuse bad choices we
make with our own free will?  What does the Christian Faith have
to say about all of this?  In this study, we will explore what our
Faith tells us about excuses:   first, that God sees through them;
second, God is more interested in forgiving us than in hearing our
excuses;  third, God wants penitence, not excuses from us.  God
wants us to love Him, seek His forgiveness and know that we are
justified not by our eloquent excuses, but by the Grace of our
loving, caring, forgiving God.  Come and join us with no fear, no
excuses!

Seeing Gray in a World 
of Black & White
Laura Roberts & Kevin Holtsberry
Chapelside Parlor

One solution to the culture and political wars that hasn't yet been
tried, suggests Adam Hamilton, is for thinking persons of faith to
model for the rest of the country a richer, more thoughtful
conversation on the political, moral and religious issues that divide
us.  Hamilton rejects the easy assumptions and sloppy analysis of
black and white thinking, seeking instead the truth that resides on
all sides of the issues and offering a faithful and compassionate
way forward.

The author writes, "Christianity is in need of a new reformation.
The fundamentalism of the last century is waning, and the
liberalism of the last fifty years has jettisoned too much of the
historic Christian gospel to take its place.  Christianity's next
reformation will strike a middle path . . . It will draw upon what is
best in both fundamentalism and liberalism by holding together
the evangelical and social gospels, by combining a love of
scripture with a willingness to see both its humanity as well as its
divinity, and by coupling a passionate desire to follow Jesus Christ
with a reclamation of his heart toward those whom religious
people have often rejected.  This reformation will be led by people
who are able to see the gray in a world of black and white."
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    January 2 - February 20, 2011

Middle School Youth are pictured above shopping for the
family they adopted with five children. High School Youth
provided for a family with three children. An anonymous
donor provided the funds enabling the shoppers and

recipients to share in the holiday spirit.

2011 is going to be an amazing year! 
We are getting the year started off right. January's
schedule has changed a bit. We are kicking off the
New Year with a Series entitled: "A Life That
Matters.” It is all about making your lives count for
something important. Check out our schedule and
join us as often as you can!

January 2      No Meeting:  End of Christmas Break

January 9      A Life That Matters:  Seizing the Day

January 16    A Life That Matters: Righteous Anger

January 23    A Life That Matters: What Goes Up ... 

January 30    A Life That Matters: Pick Me! Pick Me!

Join us!
same time, same place

7 pm Middle School Youth; Youth Room
7:45 pm Pathfinders (all Youth); Fellowship Hall
8:15 pm High School Youth; Youth Room 

trinity youth
Brian Edwards

Director of Youth & Young Adult
Ministries 

bedwards@trinityumchurch.com       
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Modern Parables
Ken Thien
Chapel

The parables of Jesus are not about mysteries and
secrets - they're about you!  Jesus spoke in parables to
penetrate your mind and heart and to call you to new
ways of seeing, hearing, thinking, and interacting with
God, family, friends, and the world around you.   
Some parables are straightforward.  Some appear to be
straightforward but require a double-take.  Some hit us
right between the eyes.  All of them call you to change.
Meet yourself in the parables!  You're invited to join us
in the Chapel on Sundays in January and February as
we explore a new parable each week.  We'll uncover the
real-life truths of key parables, and along the way we'll
discover clues to understanding the parables and
applying them for ourselves in our everyday lives.
Whether you're a new believer or a lifelong disciple,
you're welcome to come every week or as often as you
can.  The parables of Jesus - have they changed you
yet?

In His Word
Matt Hamilton
Rm 207

God's very essence is love.  His deep desire is for an
eternal relationship in which we enjoy Him and He us,
forever.  Do you want to get to know this God better?
He reveals himself through the Bible.  Our aim is to
experience the joy of knowing Him intimately by
lingering over His Word.  We meet year-round.  Join
anytime.  You won't be behind.

Seven Trinity representatives
attended the national Youth
Leaders convention in Nashville in
December through funding from
Trinity Foundation. Pictured left to
right are Brian Edwards, Laura
Diggs, Kelly Cantwell, Kelle
Eubank, Sylvia Stevens and
Andrew Tweddle. The group came
back with much information and
many ideas for continued growth
and expansion of the fabulous
youth program at Trinity. Brian
Edwards was among an honored
group of those who have served
youth for 20+ years. 

Youth Leaders attend Nashville Convention
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WORSHIP SERVICES

Sunday Mornings
9 a.m. & 11 a.m. 

Sanctuary
Traditional Worship

Fellowship Hall
Crossroads Contemporary

Worship

SUNDAY SCHOOL

10 a.m. for Adults and Children

Trinity Times is a monthly newsletter published
for members of Trinity United Methodist Church.
Subscriptions are available for $15 per year for
non-members. Make checks payable to Trinity
UMC and designate Trinity Times on the

memo.The deadline to submit information for
the February issue is Tuesday, January 11. Please
place your information or photos in the Trinity

Times box in the church office or email to
beckywest22@aol.com. 

Sunday Monday TuWeekly meetings:

2 3
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6:30 a   
Group; 
Parlor

7 pm T  
Room 

6:45 p   
the Liv  
Room 

16

23

30

24

31

25

9:30 am Wee
Moms;
Fellowship Parlor

5:30 pm Grief
Support Group;
Chapel (begins
9/20)

7 pm Disciple II
Study; Fellowship
Parlor (begins
9/13)

18

Trinity  

7 pm  
for  

9:15 am Women’s
Bible Study;

Chapelside Parlor

4
7 pm  

 

7  
Minist  

6:1   
Makin  

 

7 pm Middle School
Youth; Youth Room

7:45 pm Pathfinders
(all Youth);
Fellowship Hall

8:15 pm High
School Youth; Youth
Room

12 pm Prayer Group;
Chapelside Parlor

Stephen Ministry
Training Retreat

SAVE THE DATE

CHILI CHALLENGE
Sunday, Feb. 29

Get your team organized!

Stephen Ministry Training
Stephen Ministry Training begins
January 9 and concludes April 19,

2011.  Persons interested in
beginning their Stephen journey

should contact Gary Brand at
gbrand@trinityumchurch.com or 

488-0695 for more details.

Trinity Tours
Cruise the Hawaiian Islands: 

Unique, Magnificent, Unforgettable
(and visit Pearl Harbor)

This special 7-day Trinity Tour begins
June 25, 2011 aboard the Pride of

America. The Tour visits Maui, Hilo and
Kona on Hawaii, Kauai, and Oahu.
Interested persons should contact

Gary Brand for informational brochure
and sign-up.

Office Closed/
Building Open

Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day

Office Closed/
Building Open

6 pm  
Cou   



Page 5   TRINITYTimes Volume 28   = Number 1  = January 2011

28 29

2019

y Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

5 7 8

1

12 13 14 1511

6:30 am Men’s Small
Group; Chapelside
Parlor

7 pm Troop 261;
Room 011

6:45 pm Women of
the Living Word;
Room 207

9 am Disciple I
Study; Room 207

6:45 pm Chancel
Bell Choir; Room
201

7 pm Young
Professionals 
Group

8 pm Chancel
Choir; Room 204
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January 2011

9:30 am Prayers &
Squares; Room 208

7 pm Caring Card
Ministry; Rm 101

9:30 am Prayers &
Squares; Room 208

7 pm Caring Card
Ministry; Rm 101

Trinity Times Deadline

7 pm Meeting Night
for Committees 

7 pm MEET; Fellowship
Parlor

  men’s
 y;

 Parlor

5:15 pm YWCA Family
Center Hosting

4
7 pm Admin Council;

Rm 204

7 pm Stephen
Ministries; Chapelside

Parlor

6:15 pm Pizza
Making; Fellowship

Kitchen 

6:30 am Men’s
Business/Career
Prayer Group;
Chapelside Parlor

9:30 am Women of
the Living Word;
Fellowship Hall

4:30 pm Children’s
Choir; Room 204

6
7 pm Women’s Retreat

Planning

21 22

 ed/
 pen

  King, Jr.

 ed/
 pen

8:30 am Mission
Team Retreat;

Fellowship Parlor

6 pm Small Group
Council; Rm 206

7 pm Family Movie
Night; Fellowship Hall
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Rev. Amy Barlak Aspey
Director of Small Groups & Missions 
aaspey@trinityumchurch.com  
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Good News
by Bill Meerman
2010 Bethlehem on Broad Chairman

For the 11th year in a row, we made a significant contribution to
the Bethlehem on Broad ministry by raising sufficient funds to
buy, pack and distribute more than 500 food boxes to area needy
families.  This accounted for nearly 40% of the total 1,300 boxes
(or 62,400 meals!) distributed on December 18th at Broad Street
UMC.  Thanks to Kroger on Chambers Road and all of you,
including Cuisine for a Cause, who so generously donated your
time and financial contributions!  “For I was hungry and you gave
me something to eat…” (Mat 25:35 NIV)
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Join your Trinity friends 
& neighbors for a 

Fellowship Dinner
Tuesday, January 11th

5 - 7 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Menu: New England 
Boiled Dinner

Proceeds to benefit 
Mid-Ohio Foodbank

Save the Date for the next
Fellowship Dinner!

March 8
Proceeds from the March 8

dinner will benefit 
Easter on 5th 

Can’t attend the dinners? 
No worries -- 

carry out is available!
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Chasing Superwoman

Mothers Exploring Educational Topics (MEET)
Welcomes Susan DiMickele,
Author of 
Chasing Superwoman: A Working Mom's
Adventures in Life and Faith

January 12, 2011
7:00-8:00 p.m.
Fellowship Parlor
Childcare provided

About the Book
The Christian community tends to operate under the
assumption that the only women attending church are
traditional stay-at-home moms. But in truth, more
than 75% of mothers with school-age children work
outside the home. Chasing Superwoman gives these
working mothers what they've been craving - a funny,
intelligent, relevant exploration of what it means to
live out a vibrant faith amidst the many demands
placed on their time and energy. Chasing
Superwoman provides a much needed dialogue (not a
formula) about the complex spiritual struggle of the
working mother, plus a lot of laughter and
encouragement for working women to embrace their
busy life and trust God's grace for getting it all done. 

About the Author
Susan DiMickele has been a trial lawyer for 14 years
and a mother for eight of those years. While she
strives to be at the top of her profession, her greatest
accomplishment and challenge is partnering with
husband Doug to raise Nicolas, Anna, and Abigail to
know and love God. She lives in Columbus, Ohio with
her family.

Books are available for $10.69 at Trinity United
Methodist Church. Contact Betsy Gugle
(esgugle@aol.com) if you would like to attend or have
any questions.

Amazing Dates Returns …

We are programmed to believe in checkups. We
change our oil every 3,000 miles; visit the dentist
twice a year and even our pets make an annual visit
to the veterinarian.  We rarely, however, get a
checkup on our relationships and specifically our
marriages. This winter Trinity will offer the second
installment of the "Amazing Dates" series to help you
do just that. 

The "Amazing Dates" series spans 5 nights over 3
months (see date-nights below).  We will explore the
importance of walking in our spouses' shoes.  Each
evening, Rev. Aspey will present a short segment
from the book, Trading Places.  The teaching time
will be followed by small group discussion and the
evening will conclude with each couple going on a
date with their spouse.

Whether, you have been married for 50 years or 5
weeks, the Amazing Dates series is for you. Sign-ups

begin January, 30th.

Date Nights: February 16, March 2, March 16, March
30, April 13
Time: 6:15-7:00pm 
Place:  Group time-Trinity Chapel.  Date location-Up
to you!

Trinity Women's Retreat
"One Life to Live"

February 4 & 5, 2011 at Deer Creek Lodge
Do you count life's moments
or make each moment count?

Don't miss this opportunity to learn 
how to live your life to the fullest-

Living Passionately
Loving Completely
Learning Humbly 
Leaving Boldly

Join us for this chance to connect with other women 
Make 2011 the best year yet!

Registration Sun., December 19-Sunday, January 9
For more information contact Rev. Amy Aspey
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RECENTLY HOSPITALIzED

IN SYMPATHY
Trinity sympathies are extended to the
Family of Trinity member Thelma
VanSickle.

BIRTHS
The rose on the altar Sunday,
November 21 was presented with
thanksgiving to God for the birth of
Lillian Emma Daniel, daughter of
Janeen and Charlie, born November 2,
2010. Sue Eickelberg is the maternal
grandmother.

BAPTISMS
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism was
given on Sunday, November 28, 2010
for Grant Matthew Brown, son of Scott
and Leslie … and for Katherine Louise
Traub, daughter of Jonathan and
Christine.

Pam Allerding
Arvin Donner
Diane Koontz
Ed Schellhaus

Jane Woodward

our church
family

T R I N I T Y  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H

1581 CAMBRIDGE BOULEVARD COLUMBUS, OHIO 43212-2714
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On display in the Corridor Gallery 

The beautiful cross-stitch and beaded angels
that adorn the Trinity Gallery are the result of
the artistry of Frieda Bennett , the stitchery
artist. While visiting Gatlinburg, she saw the
most beautiful angel on the wall and wanted to buy it. To her great
disappointment, it was not for sale. Not to be refused what she could
not purchase,  she decided to make one of her own.  Frieda had no
Idea of the extent of the work involved.  She started and then started
over, three times before she was satisfied. Months later, she had a
beautiful angel hanging in her own home and now understands why
the original work she had seen, was not for sale.  

After finishing her first angel, she was unable to stop. She had to do
more.  She now has stitched over 25 designs, mostly from the
Lavender and Lace collection and some of Mirabilla.  Her angels are
her gifts to her five children, nine grandchildren, and eight
grandchildren.  Her show is dedicated to her late husband, Cy, who
untirelingly and unselfishly supported her in whatever project she took
on in the past 40 years. Frieda is retired.  She worked 21 years at
Wright-Patterson AFB and 8 ½ years at the Ohio National Guard
Inspector General's Office at the Beightler Armory. 

The seventh season is Kingdomtide.  The most common
practice is to start the season on the Sunday on or nearest
August 31, which gives Kingdomtide 13 Sundays and ends
the day before Advent.  The liturgy for Kingdomtide
stresses charity and assistance to the poor, in contrast to
the preceding season of Pentecost, when a more spiritual
mission is emphasized.

Included within these seasons are additional subsections,
such as Holy Week, but this quick survey reminds us that
Christians observe their faith many ways in many places
and have been doing so for a very long time.  The United
Methodist Church is not a highly liturgical denomination in
that we do not emphasize liturgy and formality but rather
the practical realities of the Christian life.  However, we are
aware of the breadth and depth of faith experience through
the ages and appreciate the many practices from other
Christian traditions that can enrich and deepen our
understanding and enjoyment of being followers of Jesus
Christ.

Have a Happy - and deeply meaningful - New Year.

The Year of Seven Seasons
by Reverend Philip Brooks continued from p. 1




