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A rare silence
enveloped me as i
stood transfixed by
a large, flat rock a
few feet away.  For
some reason the
tour buses were
gone, the tourists

had disappeared, and for half an hour i
was totally alone.  Yet i felt an intense
Presence that searched to the depths of
my mind and heart.  All the stories i had
heard and passages read and sermons
absorbed and hymns sung seemed
focused on that time and
place.

i was much younger then,
wondering what life would
hold, uncertain what roads
would open before me.
But in the questioning of
that hour a sense of
assurance grew within as i
contemplated what
happened on that piece of flat rock
before me.

What made this spot unique and
profoundly special was its place and
history:  the Garden of Gethsemane in
Jerusalem where Jesus prayed just
before His arrest, false trial, scourging,
and crucifixion.  The Church of the
Agony is built over the rock where many
believe Jesus prayed.  And i was there,
alone with my thoughts, alone with my
doubts and dreams, alone with my hopes
and fears, thinking of what had
happened two millennia before in this
very place.

The late afternoon sun filtered through
stained glass windows lending an other-
worldly glow to the front of the church
built around the rock.  i remembered

Jesus' struggle that night yet resolve to
do what He must.  "Father, if it be Thy
will, let this cup pass from me.
Nevertheless, not my will, but Thine be
done."

in a new way i sensed the agony of
Jesus, i felt the enormity of His sacrifice
as He prepared to die for the sins of the
world; and that included my sins.  The
words of hymnist isaac Watts described
my thoughts: Were the whole realm of
nature mine, that were an offering far
too small; love so amazing, so divine,

demands my soul, my life, 
my all.

The Lenten season calls us
to contemplation about life,
meaning, purpose, and above
all our response to Jesus
Christ and His sacrificial
death for us providing the 
way of salvation.

Let us not squander these precious days
of Lent but use them to contemplate
things of ultimate importance to
ourselves and the world. As we gain
deeper understanding of what God
through Christ has done for us, the
profundity of the Cross and the glory of
the Resurrection inspires us to more
joyful and faithful discipleship.

so turn off the phone, unplug the TV,
disconnect the internet - at least some
time during this season - to consider all
that God has done for you.  One of the
blessings of the spiritual life is time for
contemplation.

in Psalm 46:10, the Lord says, "Be still,
and know that i am God." some things
can only be felt and understood by being
still.

"Be still, 
and know
that I am

God." 

T i  m e sT i  m e s
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"From the lips of children and
infants you have ordained praise."

Psalm 8:2
How I have always cherished working with parents

of children and youth.  As Director of Christian

Education, it is a relief to be able to use the

scriptures whenever I am asked for help.  As a

guidance counselor and principal in the schools

that, of course, was prohibited.  But at Trinity, I

can relish the chance to share Bible verses with

other parents like myself.  The Old Testament is

full of advice for parents:

"Train a child in the way he should go, and when

he is old he will not turn from it."   Proverbs 22:6

This one seems so obvious to us, but then

suddenly we come upon a scripture in the Old

Testament that gives us pause:

“Do not withhold discipline from a child;  if you

punish him with the rod, he will not die; Punish

him with a rod and save his soul from death."

Proverbs 23:14

"Punish him with the rod?"  we ask ourselves.

"Yes, we want to save our children's souls from

death.   But should we punish them with a rod?!"

Well, let us now turn to the New Testament:

“He took a little child and had him stand among

them.  Taking him in his arms, he said to

them, 'Whoever welcomes one of these little

children in my name welcomes me;  and whoever 

welcomes me does not welcome me but the one

who sent me.'"       Mark 9:36-37

The comforter is come. Now we feel, now we know

the comfort. And listen further:

“At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy

Spirit, said, ‘I praise  you, Father, Lord of heaven 

and earth, because you have hidden these things

from the wise and learned, and revealed them to 

little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good

pleasure.’”                 Luke 10:21

As children, we do not think as adults . . . 

"When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought

like a child, I reasoned like a child.  When I

became a man, I put childish ways behind me.”

1 Corinthians 13:11 

And as adults, we are comforted to know that we

can depend upon the source of our children's lives

and those of our own:

"Yet to all who received him, to those who

believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God - children born not of natural

descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will

but born of God."

John 1:12-13

New Members Class
Dr. Brian Jones
Undercroft

Dr. Brian Jones provides potential new members with a broad view of Trinity's vast

ministry. The class will meet each Sunday through November 1 when the group will

take the vows of membership.  Persons are invited to indicate interest on the pew

friendship/attendance pad, by calling the church office, 488.0695, or by e-mailing

trinityoffice@trinityumchurch.com.

Muslims in America
(February 26 - March 11 only)
Prof. Paul Numrich

Room 208/209

Professor Paul Numrich is professor in the Snowden Chair for the Study of Religion

and Interreligious Relations at the Methodist Theological School in Ohio, and he is

also Professor of World Religions and Interreligious Relations at Trinity Lutheran

Seminary in Bexley, Ohio.  Professor Numerich will lead three weekly sessions on

Christians in a Multi-Religious America, Muslim Mosques in the United States and

Christian Responses to Islam and Muslims.

Christianity, Judaism and Islam's Similarities
(March 18 - April 1)
Prof. Rod Hutton
Room 208/209

Professor Rod Hutton led an adult Sunday school class at Trinity in the Early Fall, and

the response of the participants was exceptionally enthusiastic.   The most often

heard comment was, "Wow.  What a fabulous teacher he is.  He held my attention

the entire time.  I was so disappointed when it was over.  I'm glad he's coming

back!"

A Senior Research Professor at Trinity Lutheran Seminary on the campus of Capital

University, Dr. Hutton's areas of expertise include Islam/Christian/Muslim

Relationships and Old Testament Theology.  Biblical themes about which he writes

and teaches include evil, Satan, creation and theodicy.   

To quote Dr. Hutton, Scripture is not to be divided neatly into piles of 'law' and

'gospel'.  Scripture in all its parts, in every word contained therein, is capable of

bearing to us both the threat of condemnation and the promise of God's grace.  This

is a treasure not to be squandered nor to be taken for granted.

Bell Choir 
Diane Stanley
Room 201

Diane Stanley, Director of our wonderful Bell Choir, will be training all adults and

children who wish to learn to play the bells. The training will take place during the

10:00 Sunday school hour each Sunday. Come one, come all! This is an opportunity

for people, age 8 through 98 or older to learn to play the bells. Families may have

fun coming together!  But do not feel you must be part of a family. You are part of

the Trinity family.   Diane will be teaching the bells through the scriptures and the

Sunday school curriculum the children would be having in their classes. This Christian

Education/Music Education combination packs a punch that only the two together can

accomplish!

Adult Sunday School Classes for      Early Spring thru April 1, 2012
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Adult Sunday School Classes for      Early Spring thru April 1, 2012

Family Life Series: Made to Crave
Jenny Shrodes & Amy Armstrong
Room 208

Jenny Shrodes and Amy Armstrong are excited about combining their

own areas of expertise, Jenny's in nutrition and Amy's in mental and

spiritual health, and the deep faith of each will bring a gift to us that

is grounded in God's love and Jesus' example. 

"Made to Crave" is not about weight loss but about complete

dependence on God. It is about a lifestyle change that is meant to

continue when the book is closed and back on the shelf. It's not about

food but about understanding why we compromise. God uses this

struggle to shake us up and to ultimately free us, leaving us with

peace and protection in God's gentle conviction. In the author, Lysa

TerKeurst's words: "We aren't rendered powerless. The more saturated

we are with God's truth, the more powerfully we'll resist our

temptations, and the more we'll naturally direct our cravings where

they should be directed - - to the Author of all truth."

Great Hymns
Eileen & Ted Huston, Jan & Jim Linker, Charlie & Amy Giles
Chapel

The Linkers, Hustons, and Gileses look forward to joining everyone in

learning about, and singing, many of the great hymns of the United

Methodist Church.  Each week will feature a different topic, and we'll

learn about several hymns within each topic.  We will discuss the

circumstances surrounding the authoring of the lyrics (and possibly

music) of each hymn, and then we'll do a lot of singing!  Possible

topics include The Hymns of Charles Wesley, Hymns of Comfort, and

Singing for All the World to Hear.

Gospel in Life
Fritz Harding & Karen Brantley 
Room 215   

Timothy Keller, author of "The Reason for God" and "The Prodigal

God," was Fritz and Karina Harding's pastor when they attended the

church Keller founded, Redeemer Presbyterian Church, in New York

City (Manhattan). This is a continuation of the class from the Winter

Sunday school session. Those who did not attend earlier are heartily

welcomed. We'll fill you in.  

In His Word
Matt Hamilton
Room 207

God's very essence is love. His

deep desire is for an eternal

relationship in which we enjoy

Him and He us, forever. Do you

want to get to know this God

better?  He reveals himself

through the Bible. Our aim is to

experience the joy of knowing

Him intimately by lingering over

His Word. We meet year-round.

Join anytime - you won't be

behind.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Friday, March 2  High school bowling & movie 
Meet at AMF Sawmill at 4:45 

Sunday, March 4 High school leadership team 
leads both middle school and 
high school youth groups 

middle school: 6:30-7:45
high school 7:45-9:00

Sunday, March 11     Prep for Easter Sunrise 
Service                    

middle school: 6:30-7:45
high school 7:45-9:00

Second Sunday Parents 
Connect Group 6:30-7:45

Sunday, March 18    Meet at Movies Night    
(Spring Break Week)

March 25    Prep for Easter Sunrise 
Service

middle school: 6:30-7:45
high school 7:45-9:00

The High School
Leadership Team is
a really close
group, working
together to lead
Youth Group night!
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WORSHIP SERVICES

Sunday Mornings
9 a.m. & 11 a.m. 

Sanctuary
Traditional Worship

Fellowship Hall
Crossroads Contemporary

Worship

SUNDAY SCHOOL

10 a.m. for Adults and
Children

Trinity Times is a monthly newsletter
published for members of Trinity United

Methodist Church. Subscriptions are available
for $15 per year for non-members. Make

checks payable to Trinity UMC and designate
Trinity Times on the memo.The deadline to

submit information for the April issue is

Tuesday, March 13. Please place your
information or photos in the Trinity Times box

in the church office or email to
beckywest22@aol.com. 

Sunday Monday TuesdayWeekly meetings:

4 5
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11:30 am Disciple
III Study;
Chapelside Parlor

18 19

Weekly 
Meetings 
in 
March

11

www.facebook.com/
TrinityUMChurch

Follow us:

Baptism Information Class
Saturday, March 3 at 10 a.m.
Fellowship Parlor

Fellowship Dinner
Tuesday, March 13
5-7 p.m.
Menu features pork with
vegetables & dessert
Proceeds go to Easter on Fifth
Mission

Stephen Ministry
March 6 at 7 p.m. Supervision
March 20 at 7 p.m. Continuing
Education: Exploring Long Term
Care Options continues

Corridor Gallery Artist
June M. Ledford is Trinity's
featured artist in March. June
has been a school teacher,
flower arranger and "late in life"
oil painter. She is mostly self
taught, although she has taken
some classes in Thomasville,
Georgia and here in Columbus.
The subjects of her paintings
are primarily of flowers and
landscapes.  

25

6:30 pm Second
Sunday Parents

Group; Fellowship
Hall 

10-11 am Blood
Pressure Screening;

Library

9:30 am Women’s
Bible Study;

Chapelside Parlor

9:30 am Women’s
Bible Study;

Chapelside Parlor

5:30 pm Grief Support
Group; Chapel

Faure’s Requiem
performance by

Trinity & Worthington
UMC combined choirs

9 & 11 a.m.
Traditional Worship

5:30 pm Grief Support
Group; Chapel

7:00 pm Lenten
Study; 
Fellowship Parlor
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Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

2 3

6 7 9 10

6:30 am Men’s
Small Group;
Chapelside Parlor

6:45 pm Women of
the Living Word;
Rm 207

7 pm Troop 261:
Rm 011

9 am Disciple I
Study; Rm 207

6:45 pm Chancel
Bell Choir;Rm 201

7 pm Young
Professionals 
Group

8 pm Chancel
Choir Rehearsal;
Rm 204

21 22 23

15

March 2012

1

9 am Women of the
Living Word;
Fellowship Hall

4:30 pm Children’s
Choir; Rm 204

5pm YWCA Family
Center Hosting

www.tr in i tyumchurch.com

5-7 pm Fellowship 
Dinner

7 pm Meeting Night for
Committees/Councils

Trinity Times Deadline

6:15 pm Pizza Making;
Kitchen

7 pm Stephen Ministry;
Chapelside Parlor

13

9:30 am Prayers &
Squares Quilting Group;

Rm 208

7 pm Caring Card
Ministry; Rm 001

9:30 am Prayers &
Squares Quilting Group;

Rm 208
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9:30 am Wee Moms;
Fellowship Parlor

6 pm Small Group
Council; Rm 206

6:15 pm Amazing
Dates: Chapel

6:15 pm Amazing
Dates: Chapel

8

6:30 pm Moms’ Book
Group; Fellowship

Parlor

24

7 pm Trinity
Foundation; Rm 117

7 pm Stephen Ministry
Supervision;

Chapelside Parlor

7 pm SPEC Meeting;
Rm 207

10 am Baptism
Information Class;
Fellowship Parlor

?
Did you know ...

that the 
Trinity Foundation 

was established in 1982 
and is celebrating its 30th year 

of supporting the various
ministries of our church?  



Easter On Fifth Mission 
Kicks-Off March 11

Though our winter has been mild in most regards, the
weather is still a challenge for our neighbors who lack
reliable shelter and warmth. Envision yourself without
the walls of your home, the heat from your furnace or
the warm sheets and blankets on your bed. Without
those elements one gets cold very quickly, challenging
one's health and well-being.

Most of us would find it unusual to get excited about a
new blanket, yet this is always the reaction of a New
Life neighbor who receives one to ward off the cold. It is
also heartwarming to give a new sleeping bag to a
neighbor who's living (and shivering) on the land. What

a tremendous joy to know that
Trinity's annual Easter on Fifth
mission project makes all of this
possible! 

Easter Sunday is April 8th this
year and Easter on Fifth kicks
off Sunday, March 11th. The
Trinity family will have the
opportunity to donate funds to
buy blankets, sheets, pillows,
pillowcases and sleeping bags

for the New Life Clothing Room. This mission project
will culminate with New Life, St. Luke's UMC and
Trinity members worshipping together on Good
Friday, April 6th in the Trinity sanctuary. At this
time all bedding will be dedicated. Following the service,
all in attendance will share a meal in fellowship and
celebration.

The Easter on Fifth mission in its entirety has proven to
be a meaningful time of worship, service and fellowship
honoring our partnership with New Life Church. Do mark
your calendar and plan to give what you can to provide
bedding for our neighbors in need.

For more information, please contact Suzanne Gray at
488-0835 or environuc@aol.com.

6 small
groups &

mission 
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Women’s Retreat

More than 50 Trinity women explored
the Peace God Promises at Deer Creek
State Park together in February. If you
missed this year’s retreat, make plans
to join in next year!
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Trinity's Lenten Series 2012

FINAL WORDS from the Cross
An Adam Hamilton Study
Led by Rev. Dr. Brian Jones
Sundays at 7 p.m., March 4 - April 1
Fellowship Parlor

In last year's Lenten study, Rev. Tom Wilson led us through
Adam Hamilton's study, "24 Hours That Changed the World"
which took us on a Lenten journey through the last day of
Jesus' life. Now in this inspiring follow-up book, Hamilton
explores Jesus' final words as seen and heard through the
eyes and ears of those who stood near the cross.

Each chapter begins with the biblical account followed by a
first person story as might have been told from the viewpoint
of one of the characters at the cross. Then the chapter
explores the meaning of Jesus' dying words for our lives today.
Following the last statement, a postscript recounts the words
Jesus spoke following his resurrection, including what truly
were the final words Jesus spoke while walking this earth.

Grief Support Session Begins March 19

The seventh session of Trinity’s Grief Support Group will begin
March 19. Meetings are held on Mondays from 5:30-7 in the
Chapel. The group meets for 13 weeks and is a Christian
ministry for coping, reflecting, and recovering from the loss of
a loved one. This is a life-changing group that has been
incredibly successful in helping individuals both young and old,
male and female, old and recent loss, Trinity and Non-Trinity
members, move forward in their grief journeys.  

While the idea of attending a grief support group can
understandably cause anxiety, those who have completed the
sessions would testify to the incredible healing and growth
they experienced as a result. If you are dealing with grief,
please be prayerful in consideration of attending...this is the
time to make it happen! Through fellowship, education, and
personal reflection you will free your spirit to honor the
memory of your loved one while once again finding joy among
the living.  

If you are interested in attending or know somebody who
might benefit, please contact Mandy Markoff at 595-5307 or
mandy@warmanproductions.com.   

Experience Creation Unraveled

WOLW (Women of the Living Word) invites
you to experience “Creation Unraveled:The
Gospel According to Genesis," in their new
spring session. The group meets weekly
and is offered on Tuesday evenings and
Wednesday mornings. 

Wednesday Mornings
Fellowship Hall 
through May 2
9 - 11:15 am

or

Tuesday evenings
Room 207
through May 1
6:45 - 8:45 pm

Note: no class the week of March 18

Cost:$15 for books

Babysitting provided

Contact: Sue Fitz, wfitz1@columbus.rr.com
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RECENTLY HOSPITALIzED

IN SYMPATHY
Trinity sympathies are extended to Brian
and Jill Kuyper and Family in the passing
of Brian's mother, Jeannette Kuyper … to
Bob Robert and Family in the passing of
his wife and Trinity member, Linda Robert
… to Barb and Gary Orr, Lynn and Jeff
Kuehn, Jim and Debbie Rudy and Families
in the passing of their mother and Trinity
member, Jean Rudy … to the Gable
Family in the passing of Jeanne Carson
Gable … to the Arvin Donner III and
family in the passing of his father and
Trinity member, Arvin Donner II … and to
Becky Headings in the passing of her
sister, Emma Depew.

BIRTHS
The rose on the altar February 12 was
presented with thanksgiving to God for
the birth Paul Nathaniel Yahn, son of
Katie and Nate, born January 15, 2012.
Becky and Mark Yoder are the material
grandparents.

Steve Bechtel
Sara Cox
Cooper Fritts
Delaney Heller

Wilma Hagely
Sharon Millisor
Jim Petro

our church
family

8 50 in 5
Making New Disciples 
for Jesus Christ at Trinity
This Easter, Trinity will launch a major five-year strategic objective
to increase our membership and attendance by 50% in the next five
years. The purpose of the initiative is not just to increase numbers
but to focus all committees, councils, programs and members on
Trinity's mission to "welcome, teach, serve and transform lives
and society by following the way of Jesus Christ." Increasing
membership and attendance is the outward and visible sign of the
inward and spiritual growth taking place at Trinity.

In order to unite the church in the realization of our Mission, the
Strategic Objective calls for all committees, councils, program areas
and individual members of Trinity to join together in achieving the
Strategic Objective of bringing new disciples to Jesus Christ at
Trinity, as follows.

"In accordance with our mission as followers of Jesus Christ
to transform the lives of people and make a positive
difference in their souls, lives and society, we resolve to
increase membership and attendance at Trinity Church by

50% during the next 5 years, by Easter 2017."

In adopting this Strategic Objective, the primary goal is not the
simple attainment of numerical benchmarks. The focus is rather on
what the achievement of the Objective means in terms of the
spiritual growth of the Trinity congregation. In achieving the
Objective, we are recognizing that the increase in membership and
attendance is the "outward and visible sign of the inward and
spiritual growth" taking place at Trinity.

The Administrative Council and the Strategic Planning Executive
Committee will be working with all areas of the church family to
begin implementing the Strategic Objective by this Easter 2012.

Chris Scott, Chair

Strategic Planning Executive Committee

T R I N I T Y  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H
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