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Simplifying Governance: How we best organize and streamline the ministry to 

faithfully lead the congregation and involve as many as possible in the meaningful 

mission and ministry. 
 

Dear Trinity Family, 
 
God is leading us into an exciting, fruitful, 
and faithful future.  I trust we are following 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit and leaning 
into a future that is worthy of God’s call and 
claim on us and honors the long and strong 
tradition of Trinity. 
 
We are living into our mission statement 
that reminds us that “Trinity United 
Methodist Church is bringing hope through 
the transforming love of Jesus Christ.”  That 
mission statement became ours after a very 
dedicated and representative group of folks 
worked together seeking God’s guidance.  
We will be working to more fully 
understand what it means to live into that 
mission as a congregation. 
 
As a part of this forward thinking, the 
church began to work on a strategic plan to 
give guidance to us as we step into the 
future.  As you have read from other 
communication pieces, the congregation 
secured a consultant (The Unstuck Group) 
to walk with us through this process.  The 
Unstuck Group had a strong resume of 
working with hundreds of churches across 
the country including ones similar to Trinity 
and came highly recommended.  Their 
consultation was funded by the Trinity 
Foundation and by personal donations from 
members of the church. 
 
In my appointment prior to my arrival at 
Trinity, I served our denomination 
providing for professional development and 
education for clergy which included these 
kinds of initiatives.  From that perspective, 
my assessment is that our plan is a solid 
piece of work.  It has the potential to help us 
see a clear roadmap for our future. 
 
You will remember that there are six 
initiatives as a part of the strategic plan:  

1. Welcoming/Greeting 
2. Transformation Track (sometimes 

this is called Discipleship or 
Christian Education) 

3. Strengthening our Message 
(Communication) 

4. Children’s Ministry 
5. Enhance the Worship Experience 
6. Simplify Governance 

 
Strategic planning implementation teams 
are working hard to put form and shape to 
each of these areas.  They will begin to 
“come online” this Fall and early 2017. 
 
The �irst to come online is the Simplify 
Governance piece.  A meeting of the charge 
conference on August 29 authorized the 
transition to a leadership board model of 
governance which becomes effective 
January 1, 2017.  In the last quarter of this 
year, the leadership board will be working 
on organizing and developing its guiding 
principles document. 
 
Watch for the dates of the upcoming 
fellowship dinners where we will gather 
after our meal to share information and 
progress on that work with you.  If you are 
interested in reading more details about a 
leadership board model of governance, 
congregational updates have been 
published over the summer.  You can �ind 
them on our website at 
www.trinityumchurch.com/strategic-
planning-initiative.  If you wish a printed 
version of them be mailed to you, please 
contact Meghan in our church of�ice.  
 
But, of course, none of this is worth 
anything unless it is about helping us 
accomplish Jesus’ mission!  So, please pray 
and continue to hold the church and 
leadership in your prayers.  Pray for the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit and the team’s 
steady movement toward God’s preferred 
future for us.  And as always, I’ll remain . . . 
 
Faithfully yours, 
 
Rev. Wade Gif�in  
 
 

T I M E S



 

We are pleased to welcome the newest member of the Trinity UMC S , Meghan Peters. Meghan 
joined us on August 29 as the o cial O ce Manager and is taking over the duties of Judy West. She 
comes to us from the Ohio State University where she served as Executive Assistant in the University 
Marketing and University Communic tions O ces. Meghan brings a wealth of knowledge and 
professional experience along with great enthusiasm, compassion, and a true call to this position. She 
sees her daily work as an opportunity to live out being a follower of Jesus Christ and shares, "This role 
allows me to serve our Trinity congreg tion and our Tri-Village community by providing a welcoming 
presence, a listening ear, and a helping hand to all who come in contact with our church.”  
 
Meghan and her husband Andrew were married at Trinity and have two small girls: Emmerson and 
Ashlynn. They have been members here at Trinity for just over e years and are extensively involved in 
the life of the church. They recall being the only unmarried couple in an Amazing Dates class - strange at 
the time but now one of the greatest joys of their life at Trinity as they made friendships that continue 
to this day. The Peters prioritize missional engagement and outreach for their family and have been 
especially involved with Great Day of Service, the YWCA Family Center, and Pizza Making for Friends of 
the Homeless. Meghan also serves as a Stephen Minister for those seeking comfort.  
 
Please join us in extending a very warm welcome to Meghan as the newest member of the Trinity UMC 
s !  

On August 5, we lost one of our beloved online members, Donna Riggs. An avid 
viewer from Fall Branch, Tennessee, Donna passed away from a long ba le with 
several health issues that had kept her homebound for the past four years. Donna 
found us with a Google search and instantly connected and considered Trinity her 
home church. Just a week er her passing, Donna’s daughter Paula and husband 
Bre  drove from Tennessee to Trinity to be in worship with us and to personally 
thank the people of Trinity who gave their loved one the gi  of a church when her 
health no longer allowed her the opportunity to physically go to church. It was a 
transformative and memorable experience for all who took part, and we’d like to 
share what Paula wrote to her friends and family on Facebook in the following days.  
 

“This past weekend, Dad and I had the amazing privilege to visit the church my 

mother referred to as her "home church" since becoming sick a couple of years ago. I 

can't begin to put into words how much this church meant to my mother. While she 

was only able to attend online, they truly made her feel like a part of the church 

family. Mom would wake up on Sunday mornings and be so excited to turn on the 

computer to begin her worship service. She would sing along, take communion, and 

pray with the rest of the congregation. While being at Trinity yesterday, I truly began 

to feel what my mother had felt. These people, pretty much strangers, welcomed Dad 

and me with bear hugs, enormous hearts, and tears in their eyes. They were so happy 

to meet us and excited to tell us how much they loved my mom. Dad and I want to 

thank the amazing members of Trinity UMC and the amazing Mandy Markoff for all 

you did for my mom. You were able to bring the joy of worship into our home and for 

that we will forever be grateful. Trinity is a shining example of what Christianity is. 

Outreach, love, compassion, selflessly doing for others. We are so thankful she found 

you. We are already planning our next trip!”  

 

To every person who has supported, volunteered, discovered, or shared about our 
online ministry, we say thank you! It is because of YOU that Donna and many others 
like Donna around the country and world are able to worship and feel connected 
with God and His Church unti  they are nally called home. This is a valuable, 
impac ul, and sel ess mission for which we should all feel proud of. 

Le o right: Mandy Marko  (Web 
Minister), Paula Riggs, Bre  Riggs. 

Trinity Online: An Inspiring Testimony 

Introducing Meghan Peters, Trinity UMC Office Manager



The KIT Program: 

Trinity Members 

“Keeping in Touch” 

with our elderly and 

shut-ins 

 

“Even to your old age I am he, even to your old age I will carry you.”  

- Isaiah 46:3 NRSV 

 
There are many functions of The Generations Council at Trinity United 
Methodist Church.  We care for the elder popul tions' needs at the 
Church itself by planning activities and excursions, meetings and small 
groups and by reaching out to them in their places of residence.  For 
years the KIT program at Trinity has delivered Christmas poinse as 
and Easter owers, along with messages from Sunday schoolers to our 
elderly and shut-in members.   
 
Two years ago a push was made to facilitate more frequent visi tion.  
The program began to coordinate with the Sunday schoolers in cr ng 
cards and le ers to help facilitate contact with recipients throughout 
the year.  This sparked an overwhelmingly positive response from 
recipients who began to correspond back to the kids at Trinity.  On 
Sunday, August 28, you may have seen the display outside the Atrium 
of some of this lovely correspondence.    
 
The program would not be possible without the KIT volunteers.  These 
wonderful Trinity folks pick up cards o owers, check o  their names 
on our list, and maintain rel tionships with our elderly parishioners.  
There are always several recipients to whom no regularly KIT deliverer 
is assigned.  If you see cards o owers ready to be delivered and feel 
so moved, please write your name, email, and phone number next to 
an unassigned name; and brighten someone's day!  If you have any 
questions or would like to be enrolled in the program, you can also 
email Gary Brand (gbrand@trinityumchurch.com) or Beth S ord 
(s ordbeth115@gmail.com).    
 
The program's recent expansion has been a wonderful lesson for the 
Sunday school kids, not to mention great c time too!  More so, the 
elderly members receiving these cards and messages have been so 
pleased with the extra care and contact.  Please keep our elderly 
members and the program in your prayers.  Thank you so much for 
your time and support. 
 
God Bless, 
Beth S ord, Generations Council Chair 

Fellowship Dinner & TRINITYTALKS 
Join us on Tuesday, October 11, for a new and ting collaboration between our Fellowship Dinner and our Strategic Planning 
team.  As promised, the team wants to keep our congregation informed and engaged. From 5:30-7:00 PM friends can gather in 
Fellowship Hall to share in plenti  conversation and a hot dinner prepared by our kitchen crew. At 7:00 PM, we will move to  the 
Sanctuary for TrinityTalks, a presentation by Rev. Wade Gi n, church leaders, and  on a variety of subjects.  They will 
continue to share the vision for our church, progress toward the vision, report on ministry developments, etc. This is our effort to 
both encourage fellowship and camaraderie among our members while also maintaining transparency and open commun tion. 
This is a quarterly gathering that we look forward to beginning and building upon. Come and join us for dinner and/or 
presentation. We look forward to seeing you. 
 

This Fall we’re going to have a 

BLAST !! 
Bible Learning And Sharing Together 

 

Trinity’s children’s Sunday morning faith formation 
classes called BLAST!! will begin on Sunday, 

September 11, and meet during each of the 9:00 
AM, 10:00 AM, and 11:00 AM worship hours. 

Parents can drop off their children from ages 3 
years to 5th grade in Room 209 for a gathering time 
of singing and storytelling. They will then divide into 

age appropriate groups for games, creative art 
activities, and other surprises designed to discover 

more about the loving nature of God and how 
people of the Bible such as Peter, John, and Paul 
shared their faith. At the end of the hour, children 

will return to Room 209 to celebrate the learning of 
the morning and await pick-up. 

 

Nursery care will be available for children ages 
birth-24 months in the Nursery; and a more 

structured class called Mustard Seeds is available 
for our 2 yr. olds in Room 133. 

Come join us Sunday mornings this fall, and bring a 
friend. We’re sure to have a BLAST!! 

*Contact Carla Fox Chiles with any questions at 

cfoxchiles@trinityumchurch.com 

 

 

 

 



 Your
NeighborServe

Habitat for Humanity Build 
2 hours and 57 minutes … 

That’s how 
long it took 
120 unpaid 
servants to 
construct the 
frame of a 
house on 
Trinity’s 
campus on 
August 20. We 
simply cannot 

say “thank you” enough – to the community who wrote 
prayers on the house’s beams, to the helping hands 
who guided our children to serve, to those who made it 
possible nancially, and to everyone in between. Your 
willingness to serve means that a Columbus family will 
be in a “forever” home before winter. Looking ahead: 
Be part of the wall-raising for our house in Atwood 
Terrace in Linden, mid-October. 

 

Bethlehem on Broad (BOB) 
is around the corner… 

Bringing Hope through Healthier Communities 

Bringing hope. That’s our vision at Trinity, and it’s certainly our 
vision on our mission to Nuevo Progreso, Mexico, each year.  We 
spend three full days providing much-needed medical care, free 
of charge, to the people of Tamaulipas County. Our constru tion 
team will spend a week building a cafeteria on school grounds.  

Become part of this mission in three key ways because it would 
not be possible without your support! 

 

1. Join our Team: As a doctor, nurse, pharmacist, or interpreter 
at the Clinic OR a constru tion team member on an 
elementary school cafeteria. We can use willing hands of all 
skill levels.  

2. Prayer: We are traveling in Mexico from January 11-15, 2017. 
We need your prayers to go before us as we prepare, to travel 
with us as we serve, and to continue for the people of Mexico 
long  we are gone. Please pray that our journey will be a 
ti e of deep learning and growing for all involved.  

3. Financial Support: We purchase medicine and supplies to 
stock the Clinic and basic toiletries for patients. We also 
purchase the lumber and supplies needed to construct the 
cafeteria. We would like to raise $6,000 for this purpose. A 
few options: 

1. Make an in-kind donation; we are colle ting 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, and gi  cards to Wal-Mart 
and Sam’s Club (these will be used to purchase 
medicines and toiletries). 

2. Give online via PayPal by navigating to 
www.trinityumchurch.com/health.htm.  

3. Make a check payable to Trinity UMC with “VIM Trip 
‘17” in the memo line, and mail it to Trinity UMC, 1581 
Cambridge Blvd., Columbus, Ohio 43212. 

Thank you!  
 

Share your loose change with this key ministry; pick up 
ti

Sunday, 9/4, and collect 
ti

of BOB 2016!



 
 
 
 

Animate: Bible 
Reinvigorate and deepen your understanding of 
scripture during this six-session encounter of the 
Bible with Pastor Katy. Explore how the Bible 
came to be, how the Testaments work together 
to tell God’s story, discuss how the Bible ought 
to be interpreted and altogether discover 
scripture in new ways. 

NEW START DATE: Sundays, October 23rd 
through November 27 from 6:00-7:30 PM in the 
Chapel. Childcare is provided. Let us know you’re 
coming by contacting the Church O ce.  

Looking Ahead… 

Membership @ Trinity – Find a new way 
to belong. Connect and commit. Trinity’s three- 
week membership experience, Sundays, 
November 6, 13, and 20, from 5:30-8:00 PM. 
Light dinner and childcare provided. 
Membership Sunday is November 27.  

20/30s – Fall Plans? 

 
If you don’t have any fall plans, we do! 
Make our plans, yours, by adding these 
dates to your calendar: 

September, date TDB – Clay Café in 
Grandview 

Sunday, October 9 – Lunch and Apple 
Picking at Branstool Orchards.  

Thursday, November 20, 6:00-8:00 PM 
– Friendsgiving 

December, date TBD – Zoo Lights  

 

 

 
“Living the Five” this Fall 

“You can’t do life alone.” “Growing people change.” 

“Saved people serve people.” “Found people nd 

people.” “Worship is a lifestyle.” These are the core 
principles of our fall message series launching 
Sunday, September 18, in all worship services.  

That same week, we’ll launch community groups – 
eight to twelve people who gather in homes or at 
Trinity to “do life” together for a -week test 
drive exploring how that week’s message applies to 
their lives with the help of a DVD and study guide. 
In a big place like Trinity, community groups help us 
grow in faith, help us stay connected, and surround 
us with communities of love and support when we 
need them most! We believe that God will do great 
things through these gatherings as we grow closer 
to God!  

 Interested in HOSTing a community group? We’d 
love to have you. Contact Pastor Katy for more 
information at kwheat@trinityumchurch.com. 

 

 

Women's Bible Study will began on Monday, September 12, 
in the Chapelside Parlor from 9:15 -11 AM and meets every 
other Monday. We will be studying "Half Truths: God Helps 
Those Who Help Themselves and Other Things the Bible 
Doesn't Say” by Adam Hamilton. We're excited for the great 
discussion and powerful insights this study will bring. All 
women are welcome. Contact Carla Fox Chiles, Group Leader, 
with questions, at cfoxchiles@trinityumchurch.com. 

 

 

 

On Sunday, August 14, we 
celebrated two infant 

baptisms and four adult 
reaf�irmations of faith by 

immersion! It was an 
incredible experience to 

witness. 

 
 



 

 

 

Two years ago when we began at Trinity, the student ministry 

only had the critical mass to meet as one large group. The past 

two years have brought incredible momentum to our student 

ministry, and we are thrilled to build on this as we continue to 

walk alongside each student in his or her faith journey. This 

August we launched distinct high school and middle school 

ministries under the direction of Keri and Rocky, respectively. It 

is an exciting time in our ministry with this new ability to meet 

students where they are with age-appropriate, Christ-centered 

conversation. Our goal and vision continues to be growing 

students' faith in Christ so that they may be the light of Christ 

wherever they go. 

 

As we step into God's preferred future, we have been and 

continue to be thankful for your support. 

 

   In Christ,  Rocky Riddle & Keri Willard 

 

West Virginia Mission Team 
 

 

Cuba Mission Team 
 

 

Kickoff 2016 
 

 

Trinity Student Ministry
Middle School | Sundays | 5-6:30pm 

High School | Sundays | 7-8:30pm 

Middle & High School Sunday School | 11am  



Our Church Family… 
In Sympathy: Trinity sympathies are extended to Ken and Susan Switzer and Family in the passing of Ken’s father and Trinity member, 
Kenneth Switzer, Sr… to David Williams, Patricia and Mark French, and Families in the recent passing of wife and mother, Velma Williams… 
to Sandy and Steve Federer and Family in the passing of Sandy’s father, Todd Frankhouser… to the Hamilton Family in the passing of Trinity 
members, Tom and Ann Hamilton… and to David and Anna Trundle and Family in the passing of David’s father and Anna’s grandfather, Rev. 
John Nelson Trundle… 
 

Births: The roses on the altar were presented with thanksgiving to God for the birth of Audrey Kate Budd, daughter of Karen and Jeremy, born 
June 1, 2016… for the birth of Asher M hew Goodwin, son of  and Mandi, born June 25, 2016. Paternal grandparents are Tom and 
Janet…and for the birth of Maxwell Paul Hebert, son of Dessa and Robert, born July 5, 2016. 
 
Gifts to Trinity Foundation: The Trinity Foundation exists to provide funding for vital aspects of the Christian ministry of Trinity UMC that cannot 
normally be supported by the church’s annual operating budget. Gi s to the Found tion may be made to honor living loved ones or as a memorial 
to family or friends who have passed away. The following gi s are  IN MEMORY OF: 

 

Gordon Gaines 

Ruben and Vera Spurlock 

 

Valerie Grandy 

Harold and Doris Grandy 

 

Richard Greiner 

Dan and Susie Magnuson 

 

Norma “Ann” Hamilton 

John and Mary Rohal 

Ralph and Ann Anderson 

Mary Lewis 

Gary and Carol Brand 

Philip and Victoria Moseley 

Judy Coles 

Joanne M. Ebner 

Jim and Nancy Monahan 

Barna Graves 

Sue Ellen Eickelberg 

Ann and Charles Stearns 

The Bennett Family  

George and Nancy Walter 

Shirley Biegler 

Charles and Marilyn Barker 

 

Tom Hamilton 

Ralph and Ann Anderson 

Ann and Charles Stearns 

 

Phyllis Havener 

Bill and Barbara Coombs 

 

Dominic Lepore 

Dan and Susie Magnuson 

 

Paul Slade 

James and Ellen Black 

Carol A. Kimball 

Jill and James Friend 

Audrey J. Melville 

June V. Harcum 

Ralph and Ann Anderson 

 

Dale Wilhelm 

Jim and Nancy Monahan 

Mary DeVore 

Moving the Hands and Feet of Christ 

 
It’s such a privilege to serve on the Trinity Foundation!  Can you imagine a better assignment than providing 
funds to help further the mission of the church?  I like to think of it this way:  If we, as Christians, are the hands 
and feet of Jesus, then the Foundation helps facilitate the movement.  From scholarships for seminary 
students…. to support for youth mission travelers…. to programming and playful attractions to draw kids to 
our doors…. to tech equipment which enhances worship and reaches people across the globe ….  the 
Foundation is here to serve.  But we can’t do it without you! 
 
There are many reasons for giving and many ways to give.  Your gifts in memory and honor of loved ones and 
those who inspire you play an important role in the work of the Foundation. Gifts to the endowment fund help 
grow a source of perpetual income to bene�it generations to come.    
 
If God has placed on your heart a cause or a need you’d like to meet at Trinity, we can help you make it happen!  
Contact Pastor Wade Gif�in or Foundation Chairwoman Carrie Glaeden to begin discussions on realizing your 
dream to make a difference. To learn more about the Trinity Foundation, please visit our website at 
www.trinityumchurch.com/trinity-foundation. 
 
- Laura Richter, Trinity Foundation Board Member 



Don’t have a Social Media account but still 
want to stay connected and see what’s 

happening in the life of Trinity? You’re in 
luck! Here are a few of our most popular 

pictures from our summer shares.  

1. Pastor Wade describes Wesley’s concept of grace 
by drawing a scenario of a drunken frat boy who 
�inds his way home. (July 27) 
 
2. Because we are called to be the good in this 
world, we prayed over 30 of our youth and adults 
who are off to West Virginia this week to help those 
in need. They chose mission over summer vacation. 
God is still alive and working everyday! (July 17) 
 
3. None of these women had a child or grandchild at 
VBS last week, but they still came early to make 
sure we started with a delicious, hot meal. And will 
do the same again tonight. What an awesome gift 
they are to our church. (July 27) 
 
4. Discovering more effective ways to connect with 
our community with Brad Aycock (July 26) 
 
5. Sun shining through the Trinity Atrium. It never 
gets old. (June 30) 
 
6. If you were in worship this morning and heard 
someone proclaiming, agreeing, and all out praising 
Pastor Katy's message, that would be your Senior 
Pastor, Wade Gi �in. How lucky are we to have 
someone who is so passionate about God? (August 
14) 
 
7. Packed house for The Secret Life of Pets at the 
Grandview Theater. Thank you to all who came out! 
(July 10) 
 
8. “When you walk, nothing will slow you down. 
When you run, you won’t trip and fall. Hold on to 
my teachings and never let it go. Guard it well 
because it is your life.” -Proverbs 4:12 An incredible 
message from the heart of this child to bless the 
walls of this new home. (August 20) 
 
9. The staff praying over this box �illed with the 
weekend's personal offerings of our lives to Jesus. 
(August 23) 
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