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    “COVENANT: ALL IN” 
 

 “He who did not spare His own Son,  
       but delivered Him up for us all;  
 How will He not also, along with Him,  
             freely give us all things?”   
                  Romans 8:32, NAS 
 
 
It’s almost cliché: “Commitment isn’t what it used to be.”  Have you heard that expressed 
anywhere before?  It’s usually the �irst lament of some people or some organizations that wanted 
more of you than what they thought you were giving them. 
 
Much has been lamented particularly in the Christian community over the years about the 
perceived lack of commitment growing in our society as it relates to traditionally “Christian” 
things, e.g., church attendance, charitable giving, media standards on TV and at the movies, 
marriage/the divorce rate, etc. etc.* 

 
We may all indeed be less committed to certain things (Watergate and Vietnam are still getting 
much of the blame for commitment’s overall demise).  We may also just be committed to a 
different set of things than what we once were.  For example… 
 

 I didn’t grow up as much of a video game player, but today many other young people 
sure do.  I didn’t have the options that they do, however.  Atari’s older versions of 
“Pong” and “Tank Battle” don’t begin to compare with what is available on the market 
now. 

 I wasn’t a bottled water drinker twenty years ago either.  Couldn’t even fathom having 
to pay for a glass of water growing up. 

 My smart phone wasn’t anything but a cool idea on my “Johnny Quest” after-school 
cartoons.   

 The last several summers my wife and I spent committed to girls’ fast-pitch softball 
through our daughter, watching countless hours on the �ield and committing countless 
hours in her preparation.  Now, hardly a nil. 

 
Commitments change over time, some perhaps even for the better.  A myriad of options and calls 
for peoples’ attention exist more so now than ever before.  If we at Trinity are the owner of a 
“commitment driven endeavor or franchise,” we are competing with oh-so-many choices and 
other signi�icant options.       
 
This Fall here at Trinity in our new worship series and stewardship theme, “Covenant: All In,”  
we will be examining what are those commitments that still matter as a people of faith.  
 
A covenant was a formalized, even a legalized, form of commitment in Biblical times and is at the 
foundation of God’s promise and our own practice of faith.  When God �irst called Abraham, God 
sealed God’s side of the commitment through a sacri�ice.  Some years later, God signed and 
sealed God’s commitment to love humankind once and for all through another sacri�ice, the 
giving of God’s very own Son.  God still thinks it’s worth it  all, the all of God and our all in return. 
 
“He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not also, along 
with Him, freely give us all things?”  Romans 8:32, NAS 

(over) 

-All In- 
T I M E S



(continued from page 1) 
For God, this commitment was most 
de�initely… 
 
1. Personal…He did not spare His own Son 
2. Proven…but [God] delivered 
3. And Promise-�illed…will He (GOD) not 
also, along with Him (CHRIST), freely give us 
all things? 
 
Could our enjoyment in life, or for that 

matter our ful�illment through our 

participation in virtually anything we get 

involved in, be directly linked to our level 

of investment and commitment on the 

front end?  Yes. 
 
Promises of bene�it always follow.  That is, a 
promise is, by de�inition, a promise, not 
something though in hand.  We indeed can 
count on it, especially when God is the One 
making it.  But the bene�its of a promise 
always follow on the heels of our initial 
commitment after we make it personal and 
prove it through our investment. 
 
I invite you to begin praying into this fall 
with me.  Memorize the verse from Romans 
8:32.  And begin to consider what might be 
the next step of growth awaiting you in your 
life with God and God’s people, through a 
deeper commitment to the things of God. 
 
In Christ Alone, 
Pastor Chris 
 
 

 
 

*It’s interesting, in “The Great 
Degeneration,” Niall Ferguson cites 
Robert Putnam in “Bowling Alone” 
referencing the drop in our attendance 
and participation in many social 
activities and institutions… 
 
 At public meetings for school or 

community…down 35% 
 

 As an of�icer in a service club or 
social organization…down 42% 

 

 Membership in Parent-Teacher 
organizations…down 61% 

 

 Participation and membership even 
in bowling leagues…down 73% 

An Overview of FAQs from our 
Strategic Planning Committee (SPEC) 

 
I heard that there is some strategic planning being discussed at 

Trinity.  What strategic planning is Trinity undertaking? 

 
Over 3 years ago, the Strategic Planning Committee of Trinity developed a 
mission statement and vision statement for the church to guide us. The current 
members of the Strategic Planning Committee, Reverend Heckaman, staff, and 
lay leaders believe now is the time to further develop a strategic plan that 
results in measurable goals for the growth and development of the church. 
 
Why are we undertaking a strategic plan now?   

 
There are several reasons. The vision and growth statement under what 
became known as “50 in 5” needs to be re�ined. For the most part, our staff 
now consists of people who have been here less than three years and it's a 
great time to take from their experiences to help us develop a plan that they 
can help implement with the lay leaders and the congregation. In addition, it 
has been well documented (this year in particular) the demographic changes 
that are impacting many churches nationwide, and Trinity needs to be in a 
position to address those changes moving forward. 
 
Who is leading the effort to develop the strategic plan? 

 
The Strategic Planning Committee is helping to organize the effort. Members of 
the committee include Rev. Chris Heckaman, Chris Scott, Andrew Peters, 
Megan Witt, Joanie Dugger, Bob Field, Kevin Holtsberry, Phil Richter, Barb Orr, 
Don Gebhart, Bob Parsons, and chair Tracy Peters.  
 
The committee with the approval from the Administrative Council and 
�inancial support from the Trinity Foundation and members of the 
congregation has engaged The Unstuck Group to guide us through the process 
and help develop measurable goals. The Unstuck Group has worked with 
hundreds of churches of various denominations across the country. 
 
What is the timing of the work with The Unstuck Group and the strategic 

planning process? 

 
We have already started to compile some information for the The Unstuck 
Group. They will be here in September to get some more information and meet 
with staff and lay leaders. A strategic planning session will be held later in the 
fall, and then the plan will be developed for release in the �irst quarter of 2016. 
 
What if I have ideas that I think might want to be included in the strategic 

planning process? 

 
This process will only fully succeed if we have the congregation and staff 
involved in the process. So if you have any ideas and thoughts that you think 
might be of help, please contact any of the strategic planning committee 
members noted above or a member of the staff. We want your feedback.  
 
How will you communicate the status of the work on the strategic planning 

process? 

 
We will post updates on the website, make announcements at services, and 
publish in Trinity Times where we are throughout the process. 
 
Thank you in advance for all your input and support! 
 

Barbara Orr 
Don Gebhart 
Bob Field 
Chris Scott 
Kevin Holtsberry 
Joanie Dugger 
Bob Parsons 
Rev. Chris Heckaman 
Andrew Peters 

Megan Witt 
Phil Richter 
Tracy Peters 
 

SPEC Committee Members 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trinity’s Fellowship Dinners are bi-monthly gatherings held on the 

second Tuesday of the month. This past year, proceeds totaled over 

$3000 and were given to various mission areas of the church.  This is a 

great time to gather with other Trinity members while supporting a 

great cause.  There will be 2 more dinners this year on September 8 & 

November 10 with a Thanksgiving theme.  Dinners are held from 5-7pm 

in Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome!  Come join us! 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
 9:00am - Traditional Worship; Sanctuary (Online) 
                   Contemporary Worship; Fellowship Hall 
  Kids Own Worship; Room 001 

 Mustard Seeds; Room 133 
10:00am - Education Hour for All Ages 
11:00am - Traditional Worship; Sanctuary 

  Contemporary Worship; Fellowship Hall (Online) 
  Kids Own Worship; Room 001 
  Mustard Seeds; Room 133 

(Beginning September 13) 
7:00pm - Kingdom Kids; Fellowship Parlor 
7:00pm - Thrive! Middle/High School Youth; Undercroft Room 019 

WEEKLY GATHERINGS 
Tuesday - 6:30am - Men’s Small Group; Chapelside Parlor 
                       5:30pm – GriefShare Group; Chapel 
                      7:00pm - Men’s Group; Room 207 

   7:30pm - College Bible Study; Fellowship Parlor 
Wednesday - 9:00am - Women of the Living Word; Fellowship Hall 

        6:45pm - Women of the Living Word; Room 209 
Thursday - 6:45pm - Chancel Bell Choir Rehearsal; Room 201 

       8:00pm - Chancel Choir Rehearsal; Room 204 
SEPTEMBER 

Tuesday, September 1 

6:30pm - Altar Guild; Fellowship Parlor 
Monday, September 7 

Building & Offices Closed in Observance of Labor Day 
Tuesday, September 8 

5:00-7:00pm - Fellowship Dinner; Fellowship Hall 
7:00pm - Meeting Night 
8:10pm - Administrative Council; Chapel 
Thursday, September 10 

9:30am - Prayers & Squares Quilting Group; Room 208 
Sunday, September 13 

10:00am  - Explore Trinity; Library Room 129 
12:00pm - Small Group Connection; Room 208/209 
Tuesday, September 15 

5:00pm - Pizza Making for Friends of the Homeless; Fellowship 
Hall 
Saturday, September 19 

9:00am - Wisdom Keepers; Room 209 
Sunday, September 20 

Baptism Sunday 
12:00pm - Fall Cookout; Courtyard 
Wednesday, September 23 

5:00pm - YWCA Family Hosting 
Thursday, September 24 

9:30am - Prayers & Squares Quilting Group; Room 208 
OCTOBER 

Thursday, October 8 

9:30am - Prayers & Squares Quilting Group; Room 208 
Tuesday, October 13 

7:00pm - Meeting Night 
Monday, October 19 

3:00pm - Web Ministry Meeting; Chapelside Parlor 
Tuesday, October 20 

5:00pm - Pizza Making for Friends of the Homeless; Fellowship 
Hall 
Thursday, October 22 

9:30am - Prayers & Squares Quilting Group; Room 208 
Sunday, October 25 

5:30pm - Membership Class; Fellowship Parlor 
Wednesday, October 28 

5:00pm - YWCA Family Hosting 
NOTE: Sunday, November 8, 3:00pm - Annual Church 
Conference @ Northwest UMC 
 

 

 

 

 

One of Trinity's fun groups of ladies is known as "The Kitchen 
Angels."  These women help prepare church dinners, host funeral 

receptions, and clean Trinity's kitchen – all while having fun! We’re 
always looking for more women who like to laugh and love. No special 

skills are needed! If you would like to be added to the "Angel" list, 
contact Nancy Monahan at jnmonahan@hotmail.com. 

FALL 

COURTYARD 

COOKOUT 

 

SEPTEMBER 20 
12:00pm 

 
There will be a bounce 
house, face painting, a 
cornhole tournament, 

delicious food, and 
general merriment.  

All are welcome to this 
free event! 



Header: Connect and grow 
 
 
For me, Fall, rather than January 1, has always felt 
like the perfect time to reframe, re ect, and revise 
how I’m living and how I’m following Jesus. Not sure 
why; maybe it’s the back-to-school mentality 
ingrained in me at an early age. Whatever the 
reason, we’re excited to help you do just that this 
Fall – to reframe your life focusing on the 
relationships and passions that help you grow in 
God, to re ect on where Jesus is calling you to go 
deeper, and to revise out of the “picture” all that 
extra stu  that doesn’t quite t. No ma er where 
you are on your faith journey, there’s a place for you 
to connect and grow at Trinity. Hope you’ll “focus” 
on nding it. – Katy 
 

 

Remember your baptism ... 
@ Trinity's rst annual outdoor baptism and baptism 
remembrance celebration. We're heading to 
Friendship Park (150 Oklahoma Ave., 43230) in 
Gahanna on Sunday, August 30 at 1PM er 11AM 
worship). If you'd like to be baptized or would like to 
celebrate the commitment to Christ you made 
previously (or your parents made on your behalf), 
we hope you'll join us! We’ll celebrate with music, 
enjoy good food, and connect with friends, old and 
new alike. Baptisms will take place in the creek so 
wear something you don’t mind ge ng wet. If you 
feel so inclined, bring a food dish to share. Let us 
know you're coming by conta ting the Church O ce. 
 

trINity Groups and Covenant Bible Study 
Our trINity small groups and classes will begin to 

gather again during the week of Sunday, Sept. 20.  
 

Sunday trINity groups meet in the mornings at 10AM 
in the Adult Discipleship area (Rooms 206 - 215). 
Weekday trINity groups meet every day of the 
week, both at Trinity and in homes. There’s a 
complete listing of all current trINity small groups at 
www.trinityumchurch.com/connect-and-grow.  
 

Our next church-wide sermon series, Covenant, will 
begin in worship on September 13. The sermon 
series will be paired with and based on a church-
wide Bible study called the Covenant Bible Study. 
Each week, the sermon will be based on the "theme 
of the week" from the Covenant study. Many trINity 
groups will be parti pating in the church-wide Bible 
study. Worship each week paired with joining a 

trINity group using the Covenant study would be a 
great way to “reframe" this fall! Check out our 
website to nd out which groups are participating in 
Covenant.  

 

 

Connect @ Trinity 
trINity small groups are an amazing way to grow in 

faith and learn how to follow Jesus. Want to nd a 
small group but aren’t sure how? Come to the Small 
Group Conne tion - it's the best and easiest way to 
test-drive life and growth in a small group. Our next 
Small Group Connection will be held Sunday, 

September 20 following 11AM worship. A light lunch, 
as well as childcare, are provided. Sign-ups aren’t 
necessary, but they’re helpful! Sign-up in person 
following worship, sta ting 8/16 in the Atrium and 
Fellowship Parlor, or at h p://bitly.com/1Rb34UH. 
 

 
 

It’s Dinner Time! 
Dinner Clusters are an awesome way to meet new 
Trinity friends and enjoy good food. New Clusters 
gather once a month, from October to June, in 
homes and restaurants. Some Clusters are for new 
parents, others for young adults, and sti  others are 
mu ti-generational; people ages 0 – 110+ are 
welcome! Sign up online at h p://bit.ly/1JpcgPJ or in 
person following worship in the Atrium and 
Fellowship Parlor sta ting Sunday, September 20. 
 

 
Members of the Body 

Be a member of the body. Find a new way to belong. 
Connect and commit. Our four week membership 
experience, Membership @ Trinity, will begin 
Sunday, October 25 and continue through 

November 15, from 5:30-8pm Each week will focus 
on fellowship with other new members and your 
own growth and walk with Jesus. Light dinner and 
childcare provided. Let us know you're coming by 
conta ting the Church O ce. 



Header: Serve Your Neighbor 
 

 
 

2015 Mission Priority #2: Provide Health Care 
 

9% of Ohioans lacked access to health care in 2014. Widen the scope to the 
United States – it’s 36 million Americans. Globally, over 100 million people fall 
into poverty due to health care costs. Regardless of one’s po ti l 
understanding, all can agree that followers of Jesus have a responsibility to care 
for the health and well-being of all God’s children. As the WHO points out, 
“good health is essential to human welfare and to sustained economic and 
social development.” Lack of access to basic health care can have far-reaching 
consequences, o en shortening life-expectancy and lowering quality of life. 
That’s why Trinity has been maintaining focus on providing health care to our 
neighbors in 2015. Here are some of the ways we’re following that call. Won’t 
you join us? 
 

 Our support of the New Life Health Care Ministry continues to grow. 
Each Sunday morning from 7-9am, volunteer doctors, nurses, and greeters 
meet with our low-income and homeless neighbors in the Health and 
Wellness Center. This a ords them access not only to quality care but also 
low-to-no cost prescription med tions. Add tionally, the Clothing Room 
provides neighbors access to basic hygiene items – another key factor to 
staying healthy and well. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Each January, Trinity sends a team of medical professionals and helping 
hands to the Manos Juntas Medical Clinics in Nuevo Progreso, Mexico. 
Despite a wealth of medical resources, cost of care means that our 
neighbors o en lack even the most basic access to primary care and 
med tion. This Conference-sponsored mission, sta ed by trained and 
compassionate Trinity folk provides three-day clinics for 300+ neighbors. 
Next trip: January 13-17, 2016. Upcoming gatherings are Sundays, 8/23 and 
10/4, 11AM worship. 

 Malaria kills a child every 60 seconds; but with the help of the Imagine No 
Malaria Campaign, we’re pushing back the clock! The West Ohio 
Conference has pledged over $3.5 million to eradicate this preventable 
disease; Trinity has contributed over $5,000. 

 Infrastructure is so weak in parts of Africa that no roads exist for 
transportation, cu ng o  over 6 million people from basic medical care. 
Wings of the Morning Aviation Ministry provides hope in the form of a 
pilot with a small plane who evacuates tically ill and injured villagers to 
health care f ties and ies in medical supplies and medical mission 
teams. This is the gi  of life to our friends!  

 Looking ahead to 2016, Trinity will sponsor the Ohio Health Mobile 
Mammography and Bone Density Screening Truck to our female 
neighbors at New Life. This life-saving screening will be provided to 20+ 
women – those who are at greatest risk and who have least access to 
preventative care. 

 For more on Trinity’s health ministries, navigate to 
h p://www.trinityumchurch.com/missions/health/ 

Noteworthy … 
 

 
The annual Buckeye Kickoff 

Event is Wednesday, 9/2, at Villa 
Milano (1630 Schrock Road). 

Featured speaker this year is Clark 
Kellogg. The Kicko  always includes 
a delicious bu et dinner and OSU-

themed silent au tion. Tickets go on 
sale Sunday, 8/23. $35 in advance, 

$45 at the door.  
 

Bethlehem on Broad (BOB) is 
around the corner! Share your loose 
change with this key ministry; pick 

up a BOB jar in the Atrium or 
Fellowship Parlor sta ting Sunday, 
9/6, and collect your change unti

the end of the 2015 BOB campaign! 
 

Fellowship Dinners are back! But 
they’re not just lled with delicious 
food and engaging fellowship with 
new and old friends. They’ve also 

raised over $3,000 for Trinity’s 
partner ministries. Upcoming dates: 

Tuesdays, 9/8 and 11/10, from 
 5-7pm in Fellowship Hall. 

 

Great Day of Service, our best 
opportunity to serve Columbus as a 

church family, is on the horizon! 
Save the date for Saturday, 10/24 

from 8am-12pm.  Say “yes” to 
serving your neighbors with your 

church today! Sign up at 
h p://bit.ly/1fLpxSR.  

Serve Your
Neighbor



Kingdom Kids Kickoff!!!  
Sunday September 13, 7:00pm 
A new school year is upon us, and we are 
ready for a great year of Kingdom Kids (3rd-5th grades). Join us for our first 
Sunday where we will challenge the Thrive Youth to a round of “Are you 
Smarter than a Kingdom Kid?” 

 

Fall Children's Ministry begins September 13, and YOU get to have the privilege of being a part of a 
child’s faith journey. Consider how you might be connected this year in one of these areas. 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Hours (9am or 11am) 

Nursery - Ages 0-2 
Mustard Seeds – Ages 2-3 
Kids Own Worship – Ages 3yr-5th grade 

Sunday School Hour 10am 

3 & 4yr olds 
5yr – Kindergarten 
1st & 2nd Grades 
3rd-5th Grades 
   Check out the new Sunday School Curriculum called Deep Blue by visiting the 

website at http://www.deepbluekids.com or visit the display in our church Atrium.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

What a great summer with the students! We had 
a blast on the Beach Retreat, Alaska Mission 

Trip, and going to local places like King’s Island 
and Cedar Point. Can’t wait for next year! 

8/30: Kick  
9/5: Destination Unknown 
9/6: Holiday Weekend, no 
programming 
9/13: First Thrive! – Nerd Night 
9/20: Thrive! 
9/26: Service Saturday 
9/27: Thrive! 

Details are in our weekly email updates.  

To sign up, send us an email at 

thrivetrinity@gmail.com 

Have you considered having your child as a scout or yourself as a 
leader within the scouting programs? Join us for an inform tional 
session hosted at Trinity on September 9 at 6:30pm to learn more. 



 

NNEMAP is one of the largest food pantries in Franklin County. It is a cooperative ministry of over 30 churches providing food and 
material assistance to families at or near the poverty level.  The summer of 2014 found NNEMAP without a location from which to 
serve its neighbors in the near Northside.  Since the mid-1980’s NNEMAP was serving families from the basement of a building at the 
corner of 3rd and High. When that building was sold, with the help of the White Castle Foundation, it was fortunate to secure a loan 
and purchase an old VFW Hall on 11th Ave. – just across from the south entrance to the Ohio State Fair grounds. With lots of hard 
work and dedication, it was able to open the doors at its new location in May of 2015.  
 
Trinity UMC has been partnering with NNEMAP for over 40 years. Over 16,000 people are provided with a 3-day food supply twice 
a month. According to Roy Clark, NNEMAP Director, its new location has many benefits:  a permanent location, a larger space, 
ample parking; and it is closer to a large population of poverty in the Linden area. The Foundation was pleased to be able to provide 

some grant dollars to support this beneficial move. Our long-standing partnership will remain as 
NNEMAP continues to serve our near Northside 
neighbors. We are blessed to be in mission with our 
community in this way. 
 
-Barb Orr, Foundation Committee Member 
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Christians of Emmanuel 

AME Church, Charleston, SC 

Bob and Cheryl Parsons 
 
IN HONOR OF: 
 
Gene and Verna Bulman’s 

70th wedding anniversary 

Frank and Dee Himes

 

Our Church Family… 
In Sympathy:  

Trinity sympathies are extended to the Family of Trinity member, Louise Sloniker . . . to Brett Doughty and Family in the passing of his 

wife and Trinity member, Kerri . . . to the Friends of Trinity member, Sara Cox . . . to Scott and Mary Fritzsche and Family in the passing 

of Scott’s grandmother . . . to Kathy Kildow and Family in the passing of her father, David Kildow . . . to Tom Utterdyke and Family in 

the passing of his wife, Ruth Ann Utterdyke  . . . to the Family of Trinity member, Geraldine Wells . . . and to Jim and Susan Hency in 

the passing of Jim’s mother, Mary Jane Hency. 

 

Births: The roses on the altar were presented with thanksgiving to God for the birth of Tyson Douglas Markoff, son of Mandy and 

Jason, born June 3, 2015. Sandy and Gene Warman are the maternal grandparents . . . for the birth of Eugene Paul Willey, son of 

Heather and Jason, born June 25, 2015 . . . and for the birth of Wyatt Christopher Scott Stover, son of Kelly and Chris, born July 25, 

2015. 
 

Gifts to Trinity Foundation: The Trinity Foundation exists to provide funding for vital aspects of the Christian ministry of Trinity 

of Trinity UMC that cannot normally be supported by the church’s annual operating budget. Gifts to the Foundation may be made to 

honor living loved ones or as a memorial to family or friends who have passed away. The following gifts are IN MEMORY OF: 



A quick and importance notice for your 
information: In order to better correspond to 
the rhythm of our programming year as well 
as the added benefit of maximizing mission 

dollars, we will be going to more of a bi-
monthly Trinity Times schedule. Look also for 

pending future opportunities to opt-in and 
receive digital copies over the more tree-

sacrificing kind. The next issue will arrive in 
mid-October. 
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