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By Rev. Dr. Brian Jones
“But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart” 

(Luke 2:19 NRSV)

Now what? Christmas is over and life is beginning to return to 
whatever we call normal. The Christmas decorations have come down; 
family has gone home. The Christmas cookies have probably all been 
eaten. We return to our normal lives as work gets back on track and the 
kids go back to school.

Maybe because of the Advent build-up we have for Christmas, but this 
time of year has always felt a bit melancholy to me. We spend four weeks 
getting ready. Our homes and communities are filled with light and joy. We 
get so excited about Christmas. And we should. Imagine the incarnation of 
Jesus. God made flesh. When we think about what it means four weeks 
doesn’t seem anywhere near enough time. 
But then in a blink of an eye it’s over. Oh, parts of it stubbornly remain. We 
may still find some Christmas paper somewhere. Maybe we find that last 
Christmas cookie. I know our Christmas tree stays up until the end of 
Epiphany. But that’s about it.  Now what do we do?
I imagine the first Christmas was like that. Angels singing, stars shining. 
shepherds and little drummer boys looking at the newborn king. And then 
everyone went home. That’s it. No coronation of a king. Joseph put Mary 
back on the donkey (what a miserable trip that must have been) and 
loaded the baby in his Judean baby carrier and they went home.  I wonder 
if Mary and Joseph thought to themselves, "Now what?"
 
(Over)
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How does Mary keep up her faith and hope when 
the miraculous is replaced by the ordinary? Look 
again at the verse we began with. In some ways it’s one 
of my favorites. Mary treasured all the things that 
happened that night and pondered them. It means she 
thought about them. She cherished them and pulled 
them out to gaze on when times got tough.  This seems 
to be characteristic of how Mary dealt with things. When 
Jesus is 12 and goes missing for a while, Mary and 
Joseph find him in the temple teaching. The Scripture 
says “his mother treasured all of these things in her 
heart.” (Luke 2:51 NRSV)
There it is again: Mary treasuring in her heart.  
Mary’s response helps us develop a proper 
rhythm of life, one that might help us deal with the 
times when the miraculous gives way to the mundane. 
It might help us deal with those “Now what” moments 
of life. 
Mary understood there is a time to celebrate and a time 
to treasure. There is a time to rejoice and a time to 
ponder on the promises of God. One isn’t necessarily 
more important than the other. It’s all about timing and 
rhythm. There will be times when the presence of God 
falls upon you. When it does, rejoice. Stop what you are 
doing and enjoy those miraculous moments of promise 
made true. 
But you will also have ordinary times. Times when 
it seems as if God is busy somewhere else. Normal 
days.  Sometimes these are for extended times.  It was 
for Mary. After all it was almost two years between the 
birth of Jesus and the visit of the magi (I know, don’t 
tell the Nativity makers). It was another 10 years 
before Jesus teaches in the temple, and another 18 
before his public ministry. That’s a lot of normal space. 
What did Mary do? She pondered the promises of God 
and she treasured all she had experienced. 
I’d like to encourage you to do the same. As life gets 
back to normal, take some time every day to 
ponder the goodness of God. Treasure those 
moments when he breaks through in your life, and 
remember them. Perhaps if we all did a bit more 
pondering and treasuring, the normal would give way to 
the miraculous more often.

“Now What?” 
Pastor Devotional 

Continued

Super-servants 
unloading the truck for 

Bethlehem on Broad.

A real, 
live Bob 
helping 

with 
B.O.B.

Fellowship Dinner
WHEN: Tuesday, January 13, 5-7 PM

MENU: Hearty Beef or Vegetarian Stew

Our team of Chefs say it’s as good as their 
Thanksgiving meal, so come!  You won’t be 
disappointed!!!  

All proceeds go toward the Volunteers in 
Mission (VIM) medical trip to Mexico.

Carry-outs Available.

youth
news 

PERFORMING AT CROSSROADS...

We are excited to announce that Attaboy will be 
joining Crossroads on January 11th! Attaboy 
provided wonderful music at Thrive! Night this 
November. We are looking forward to their 
enthusiasm that they bring through their music. Join 
us that morning to hear more about their story!

Hanging 
of
the 

Greens

Wild 
Lights
@ the 
Zoo

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans 
to prosper and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 

future.” – Jeremiah 29:11

What does God have planned for the youth of Trinity in the coming year? 
How can we help the youth live into the amazing plans that God has for 
them? 
When we joined the Trinity staff in late August, we decided to give the youth 
group a new name. After tossing numerous options back and forth, we finally 
settled on Thrive! We chose this name because we want youth 
programming at Trinity to be a place where youth experience vigorous 
growth in Christ. 
To that end (and in addition to our regular Sunday evening gatherings), we 
are so excited to announce YOUTH BIBLE STUDIES beginning in January! 
Bible studies are arranged by gender and grade level, and we hope they will 
give us an opportunity to talk in-depth about real issues and the very real 
way in which Jesus wants to be part of our daily lives.
Other upcoming events include Pajama Night on Jan. 4th and Winter Jam 
on Jan. 17th.
Interested in knowing about youth events? Send us an email at 
thrivetrinity@gmail.com, and we’ll add you to our weekly email 
newsletter. You don’t have to have a son or daughter in the youth program 
– just curiosity about what we’re up to!
We welcome your prayers for the youth program as we live into the 
wonderful future that God has planned us. 

In Christ, Rocky & Keri
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Connect & Grow
 Why Small Groups?

… because it’s tough to go it on your own. 

The best way to get plugged IN is at the trINity 
group connection, Monday, February 16 at 6 PM in 
the Fellowship Hall. In about 90 minutes, we’ll help 
you connect with other men and women, young 
adults, parents, singles, and couples. New groups 
will meet weekly for six weeks in a group member’s 
home for the church-wide Lenten study to be 
followed by a study of the group’s choosing! If you 
can, let us know you’re coming by registering here: 
hhttttpp::////bbiitt..llyy//1133OOddOOEE55.

Women’s Ministry Spotlight

Women’s Retreat - We’ll be Growing in Gratitude 
this year at the 2015 Women’s Retreat. Join us 
February 27 – March 1 at Deer Creek Lodge. This 
year, we’re talking about how to share gratitude, 
receive it, and how to celebrate the joys of life, every 
day! The Women’s Retreat is a time for rest and 
renewal, creating and deepening relationships with 
God and our sisters in Christ. Our weekend will 
include teaching by a licensed spiritual director from 
the Spirituality Network, worship, prayer, Bible 
Study, yoga, hiking, pool/hot tub time, and small 
group discussion all in beautiful Deer Creek State 
Park. The Retreat is planned for two nights, but 
please join us for one night (Saturday) if you simply 
can’t get away! Two-night Retreat pricing starting at 
$145/person (for a four-person room). Grants 
available. Let us know you’re coming by signing up 
online: hhttttpp::////bbiitt..llyy//11sseeII445500

Trinity Moms – We believe that better moms make 
a better world! Are you a mom looking to connect 
with other moms? Join us! We meet together to 
laugh, cry, and embrace the journey of motherhood! 
We hope that together, we can feel more equipped 
as moms and find our identity as women – all by 
doing it together! We meet the second and fourth 
Monday of each month from 9:30 – 11 AM in 
Fellowship Parlor. An evening moms’ group is 
forming on 2/16 @ trINity group connection. 
Childcare provided in the Nursery. 

A new Bible study for Women of the 
Living Word (WOLW), Stronger: Finding 
Hope in Fragile Places by Angela Thomas, 
will begin January 7 and continue through 
February 25.  Through accurate Biblical 
teaching, Stronger will guide participants 
to break life-long patterns of defeat and 
despair and to become refocused on the 
glorious hope promised to us in Christ and 
strengthened by God’s promises to every 
Christ follower.  All women are welcome to 
join us and bring a friend! WOLW meets 
Wednesdays, 9:15 to 11:15 AM in 
Fellowship Hall and 6:45 to 8:45 PM in 
Room 209. Cost of materials $16; grants 
available.

Skurek trINity group meets Tuesdays at 
Heather’s home, 6:30 – 7:45 PM. All 
young women (20/30s) looking to grow in 
faith are invited. We study directly from 
the Bible as well as from books and DVDs. 
Contact Heather Skurek, 
hheeggrreeeenn@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm. 

Women’s Bible Study meets the second 
and fourth Mondays at Trinity in 
Chapelside Parlor, from 9:15 – 10:45 AM. 
We gather to grow in faith together 
through study, small and large group 
discussion, and quiet reflection on the 
Bible as well as from well-known Christian 
authors. Contact Liz Hixson, 
hhiixxssoonnhhoouussee@@wwoowwwwaayy..ccoomm.

 

 

 

Serve Your Neighbor
2015 mission and outreach focus: This year, 
Trinity’s mission and ministry will be focusing on 
partnerships in three key outreach areas locally and 
globally: feeding hungry people, educating children, 
and providing health care. We’ll do this through our 
strategic partnerships with organizations like New 
Life United Methodist Church, Manos Juntas Medical 
Clinic, Casa de Misericordia Orphanage, NNEMAP 
Food Pantry, Bethlehem on Broad, the YWCA Family 
Center, Syzran United Methodist Church, and 
Serving our Neighbors (SON) Ministries. We can’t 
wait to see what 2015 brings!

This month, we’re asking you to serve your 
neighbor through prayer! Pray for …
Our Medical Mission team, which leaves for Nuevo 
Progreso, Mexico in just a few weeks, January 14 - 
18! Please pray for the 18 doctors, nurses,  
children’s crew, helping hands, translators, and 
chefs who will help us to share Christ’s love and care 
with our brothers and sisters in Mexico who lack 
consistent access to medical care. Pray that our 
team can radiate the love and light of Jesus Christ. 
Pray for the health and well-being of the 200+ 
people we’ll see during the weekend. If you’d like to 
support our work, go online to 
www.trinityumchurch.com/missions/health/. Read 
the blog of our trip at 
www.trinityumchurch.com/blog.

Our food pantry partner NNEMAP which finds itself 
moving locations after 30 years in the Short North 
neighborhood; their building was sold to a real 
estate company this summer. Pray for a new, 
spacious location in the Short North/Weiland Park 
neighborhood. Pray for the thousands upon 
thousands of neighbors who receive basic supplies 
from this vitally important ministry. Pray for the staff 
and volunteers as they work out a solution for all 
involved. If you have location ideas, contact Roy 
Clark at 614-542-7366 or 
director@nnemappantry.org. 

Our Bethlehem on Broad effort. Dozens of Trinity 
volunteers packed 500 boxes for neighbors in need 
on Friday, December 5. These were distributed for 
the holidays on December 13. THANK YOU! Pray for 
our Columbus neighbors who find themselves in

need of help at the holidays, time and 
again. Pray for our current and future 
volunteers that they might continue to be 
strengthened for this ministry. And pray 
for the future of Trinity’s partnership with 
Bethlehem on Broad that it may be a 
powerful witness to Christ’s love for years 
to come.

Save the Date(s)…
Great Day of Service Weekend: 
Saturday, April 25 – Serve your 
community from 8 AM – 12 NOON. 
Sunday, April 26 – Meals of Hope 
packaging for NNEMAP Food Pantry, 10 AM.
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Caring & Sharing 

“I felt as if a burden had been lifted from 
my shoulders.”
If you are in a career bind, if your family 
situation is out of control, if you are 
coping with issues related to aging and 
caregiving and more.  Stephen Ministers, 
under strict confidentiality guidelines, are 
helping with these issues and many more.  
Contact Reverend Dr. Brian Jones or Gary 
Brand to learn more.

Recently Hospitalized: Bill Coombs, 
Rob Fox, John Higbee, Marjorie Pfeifer
 
Births: The roses on the altar were 
presented with thanksgiving to God for 
the birth of Samuel Josiah Mcleod, son of 
Cheryl and John, born November 24th. 
Becky Headings is the maternal 
grandmother… and for the birth of 
Charlotte Elizabeth Adams, daughter of 
Todd and Angie, born December 1st.

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
9:00am - Traditional Worship; Sanctuary 
                                                      Online trinityumchurch.tv
9:00am - Contemporary Worship; Fellowship Hall
   Kids Own Worship
10:00am - Education Hour for All Ages
11:00am - Traditional Worship; Sanctuary
11:00am - Contemporary Worship; Fellowship Hall
                  Online trinityumchurch.tv
                  Kids Own Worship
6:30pm - Discipleship Small Group; Room 209
7:00pm  - Kingdom Kids; Room 015
7:00-8:33 pm - Thrive! Middle/High School Youth; 
Fellowship Hall 

WEEKLY GATHERINGS
Tuesdays - 6:30am -  Men’s Small Group; Chapelside Parlor
6:00pm -  Walk/Run Group -  Meet in parking lot
7:30pm - College Bible Study; Fellowship Parlor
Wednesdays - 6:00am - Community Yoga @ Trinity, Atrium
9:00am - Women of the Living Word;  Fellowship Hall
6:45pm - Women of the Living Word; Room 209
Thursdays - 6:45pm - Chancel Bell Choir Rehearsal; Room 201
8:00pm - Chancel Choir Rehearsal; Room 204

Thursday, Jan 1- Building & Offices Closed for
   New Year’s Day
Sunday, Jan 4
Holy Communion offered at all morning worship services
Tuesday, Jan 6
1:30pm - Caregivers Support Group; Chapelside Parlor
Thursday, Jan 8
9:30am - Prayers & Squares Quilting Group; Room 208
Sunday, Jan 11
10:00am  -  Family Council; Room 005
10:00am - Explore Trinity; Fellowship Parlor
12:00pm - Explore Trinity; Fellowship Parlor
Monday, Jan 12
9:15am - Women’s Bible Study; Chapelside Parlor
9:30am - Trinity Moms Group; Fellowship Parlor
7:00pm - Stephen Ministries; Chapelside Parlor
Tuesday, Jan 13
5:00-7:00pm - Fellowship Dinner; Fellowship Hall
7:00pm - Meeting Night
8:10pm - Administrative Council Meeting; Chapel
Monday, Jan 19 - Building & Offices Closed in
   Observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Tuesday, Jan 20
5:00pm - Pizza Making for Friends of the Homeless; 
   Fellowship Kitchen
Thursday, Jan 22
9:30am - Prayers & Squares Quilting Group; Room 208
Friday, Jan 23
6:45pm - Movie Night; Fellowship Hall
Monday, Jan 26
9:15am - Women’s Bible Study; Chapelside Parlor
9:30am - Trinity Moms Group; Fellowship Parlor
7:00pm - Stephen Ministry; Chapelside Parlor
Wednesday, Jan 28
5:00pm - Hosting at the YWCA Family Center
Saturday, Jan 31
8:00am - Men’s Fellowship Breakfast; Fellowship Hall

Trinity Children 

The physical challenges were great. But the spiritual and emotional rewards far 
exceeded my expectations. The vistas and the majestic high Himalayan peaks will 
remain with me forever. I constantly repeated Psalm 121 in my head: “I will lift up 
my eyes onto the hills, from whence cometh my help?"- Willie Grové

The photos in this exhibit were taken while 
traveling through or trekking in some of the 
greatest mountains in the world. From rapelling 
down the 3,000 ft. Table Mountain in Cape 
Town, South Africa, to the Majestic Mount Ras 
Dashen in the Simien Mountains of Northern 
Ethiopia; from summiting the tallest mountain in 
Africa, Mt. Kilimanjaro and trekking to Everest 
Base Camp and back in 2011 and again in 
2013, the majesty and grandeur of the 
mountains and the powerful spiritual 
experiences resonate through these photos.

TrINity Children in Mission!
The children of Trinity have generous hearts and are engaged at an 

early age in what it means to serve others. In the month of December, 

our children collected money and packed boxes for Bethlehem on 

Broad, provided Christmas gifts for a low income Hispanic community 

on the Eastside of Columbus, and delivered poinsettias to the shut-ins. 

Thank you to the parents and leaders who continue to champion the 

desire to serve others.

America's most famous and influential naturalist 
and conservationist, John Muir, wrote, “Climb the 
mountains and get their good tidings. Nature's 
peace will flow into you as sunshine flows into 
trees. The winds will blow their own freshness 
into you, and the storms their energy, while 
cares will drop off like autumn leaves.”

That is why I climb the mountains.

-Willie Grové

Update from Katie Mehling from our new Mustard Seeds Ministry
“Since the Mustard Seed Ministry was launched, there have been a steady number of children each week who 

seem very eager and excited to learn about the Bible.  Parents have stated they have enjoyed seeing the craft 

the children create each week and love listening to them talk about the Bible. Parents love having an option 

for their children as it is a great chance for toddlers to start to talk about the Bible while they are playing. We 

have started to talk about prayer and how to pray. The children are learning that there truly is no right way to 

pray because God can hear your prayers no matter what. However I have noticed that the children close their 

eyes as tightly as they can and fold their hands. We go around the circle and say one thing to prayer for. We 

have had answers from, "thanks for my toys" to" please make my Mimi feel better." Each week these children 

are growing deeper and deeper into their faith! It truly is amazing how much a 2 year old knows about Jesus. 

"Jesus made me, and I'm perfect.”

Family Movie Night – January 23 at 6:30pm 
Join us for a free showing of the movie UP!  6:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall.                                                           

Bring a blanket,  and you can even wear your PJ’s. Popcorn and treats will 

be available.
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Caring & Sharing 

“I felt as if a burden had been lifted from 
my shoulders.”
If you are in a career bind, if your family 
situation is out of control, if you are 
coping with issues related to aging and 
caregiving and more.  Stephen Ministers, 
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   New Year’s Day
Sunday, Jan 4
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Sunday, Jan 11
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Wednesday, Jan 28
5:00pm - Hosting at the YWCA Family Center
Saturday, Jan 31
8:00am - Men’s Fellowship Breakfast; Fellowship Hall

Trinity Children 
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mountains and the powerful spiritual 
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have started to talk about prayer and how to pray. The children are learning that there truly is no right way to 
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eyes as tightly as they can and fold their hands. We go around the circle and say one thing to prayer for. We 

have had answers from, "thanks for my toys" to" please make my Mimi feel better." Each week these children 

are growing deeper and deeper into their faith! It truly is amazing how much a 2 year old knows about Jesus. 

"Jesus made me, and I'm perfect.”

Family Movie Night – January 23 at 6:30pm 
Join us for a free showing of the movie UP!  6:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall.                                                           

Bring a blanket,  and you can even wear your PJ’s. Popcorn and treats will 

be available.



 

SAVE TREES,
MAXIMIZE MISSION!

Help us be good stewards of the planet 
and our resources by going green in 
2015.  Watch for an upcoming email 

invite to receive your Trinity Times digi-
tally instead of through the mail.

Have you ever lifted someone you know up in prayer?  How 
about someone you don’t know or someone you may never meet?   
If you have answered “yes” to either question, you’d love Trinity’s 
Prayer Wall.  Our Prayer Wall is available 24/7 for visitors to 
post prayer concerns or to pray for others.  Since we started the 
wall, we have received countless heartfelt and meaningful prayer 
requests from people seeking strength in numbers.  
The visitor has the option to keep his or her prayer request 
anonymous or leave contact information for pastoral outreach.  
After someone has prayed for another, there is an “I prayed for 
this” tab that visitors can click so the person requesting prayer 
knows how many times they have been lifted up. 
As James 5:16 states, “The prayer of a righteous man is powerful 
and effective.”  Personally, I have experienced the power of prayer 
from this congregation.  God heard your prayers and reached out 
with a giant hug and filled my heart with peace.  This is another 
reason “I Love My Church.”
Blessings of Joy, Hope & Peace,
Vicki Wachendorf
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