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Every 60 seconds malaria kills another child.   
Help West Ohio United Methodists prevent, beat, and treat malaria right out of Africa and the world. 

See this month’s feature story below.

Want to save a life?

Help cure a disease? 

“Jesus was healing every kind of 

disease and every kind of 

 sickness.”
Matthew 9:35, NAS

 

“Help Eliminate Deaths Due to Malaria” 
 

A Conference Missional Report by Rev. Dr. Christopher Heckaman 
 
Dear Trinity Faithful, 
 
“Imagine No Malaria.”  Ever.  Wouldn’t that be something?  Humankind is 
approaching a magical moment or threshold.  We are soon within reach of tipping 
the world balance to the right, at least on one key issue anyway.  Imagine a world 
with one less killer disease.  We could soon be there. God has used United Methodists 
across the globe to help and those of us especially right here in West Ohio.  In less than 
two years, West Ohio United Methodists have reached 90% of a campaign goal of $3.5 
million to imagining a world with no malaria. That equates to 311,974 saved lives! 
 
This year’s Annual Conference in Lakeside, Ohio, June 9-12, could put us over the top.  
Before it comes and goes, I want to give you an opportunity to get involved and be 
included in the celebration. 
 
Would you consider an extra mile gift toward that end?  Every $10 contribution 
can save at least one life.  $100 saves ten lives and so on.  Feel free to drop any 
contribution in the offering plate or mail it to the church by 5/31.  Mark your donation with 
either an “INM” or “Malaria Relief,” and we will make sure it gets counted appropriately.  
We will then put it all toward one big check from Trinity Church’s Faithful to add to what 
will prayerfully put us over the top on this issue once and for all. 
 
You will likely hear about this topic all through April as the world commemorates “World 
Malaria Day” on April 25.  I will speak to it more fully in worship on April 26 in all services. 
 
For those that like more information, feel free to check out our Conference dedicated 
website, http://www.inmohio.org .    
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While it’s not “of�icially” Loyalty & Stewardship Campaign time, we thought we’d 
share some of the wonderful things that are happening around our church in 2015 - 
including money. We have pledged to make our stewardship growth an ongoing 
discussion, and we plan to talk about this initiative throughout the year.  

There is certainly no doubt that we have lots to be excited about at Trinity.  To each 
of you who prayerfully pledged and donated to our church, a sincere thanks. Thanks 
from our wonderful leadership team and staff, thanks from those of us who work 
with the budgets throughout the year, and thanks from the many people who have 
bene�itted from our congregation sharing their time, talents, and treasures with 
others.  

Here’s a brief recap of how Trinity and its congregation have been growing in the 5 
G’s since last fall:  

Gathering – We are excited about and celebrate the 13 new members who took the 
pledge to join our church a few weeks ago on Palm Sunday.  Explore Trinity has 
welcomed over 30 new and/or unconnected people from our church and has helped 
them to take the next step towards growing deeper in their stewardship and faith 
journey.  

Growing – We celebrate that since last fall, we have started 7 short-term groups, 
including an Alpha class, 2 Advent studies, a Lenten study, and 3 "Home" series 
classes. We have 10 Dinner Clusters and 10 new small groups that have been 
formed including the Men’s Tuesday night group, the Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 
group, moms groups, couples groups, and young adult groups that are continuing to 
meet. This is in addition to the 8 that have already been meeting. 

Giving – Twenty-six (26) new households took the next step in their faith journey 
and turned in an Estimate of Giving for 2015. This was very exciting for us.  Our 
pledging and total giving through March 2015 is as follows:  

2015 Pledges: $252,611 (a 6.8% increase over 2014)  

2015 Total Giving: $316,612 (a 1.9% increase over 2014)  

Glorifying – On Easter Sunday we worshipped with close to 1,500 people in 
attendance at Trinity and over 200 people online through our Web Ministry.  The 
church d the spirit of God was packed, an  was alive. 

Going – This Spring’s Great Day of Service will partner with 14 sites around 
Columbus, including many of Trinity's partner ministries (New Life, NNEMAP, and 
SON Ministries) as well as some area churches to serve others and better our 
community.  In addition, for the �irst time this will include the option to serve your 
ommunity on a Sunday morning with the Meals of Hope packing event generously c

sponsored by the Trinity Foundation. 
 
Thanks to a lead gift by the Trinity Foundation and several others, our youth are 

lanning a mission trip to Alaska specializing in their own leadership development p
which you will hear more about in the next few weeks. 
 
n addition, we will sponsor a Trinity intern at our mission partner, Serving Our I

Neighbors (SON) Ministry, this summer. 
 
These are only a few reasons why we love our church.  It’s an exciting time to be a 

art of this congregation, and we hope you will celebrate with us these many 
onderful things happening. 

p
w
 
-Jeanie Spiker, Finance Committee Chairperson 

 

(Cover continued…) 
 
The health initiative is fourfold, seeking to 
cover four key program needs: 
 
 

1. Communication –  
Infrastructure in Africa needs expansion so The 
United Methodist Church has so far funded 15 
communication centers throughout Africa. We'll 
continue to strengthen this infrastructure not 
only to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ 
but also to increase awareness of malaria and 
its treatment. 
 
 

2. Education –  
Education is critical. Volunteer community 
health care workers give demonstrations so 
individuals know how to appropriately use 
resources and maintain their mosquito nets. 
 
 

3. Treatment –  
 

We have established hospitals and clinics, 
many well off the beaten path.  Treating 
malaria victims currently accounts for 60% of 
outpatient clinic visits. Today we support more 
than 300 health clinics and 5,800 health care 
workers, providing supplies and training. 
 
 

4. Prevention –  
Providing bed nets is an effective means of 
prevention. When 80% of a population is 
sleeping under a bed net, 100% of the 
population is actually protected. We also 
fund indoor residual spraying and tools to drain 
standing water, further decreasing the 
mosquito population. 
 
Our own children’s ministry has already 
contributed $1,124.69 that saved over 
112 lives!   
 
If you’d be interested in hosting a donor driven 
awareness event in your home with a West 
Ohio Conference official, please feel free to 
email me directly.   
 
Noteworthy organizations which have already 
partnered together with us include:  
 
• The United Nations Foundation 
• The Global Fund to Fight Malaria 
• The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
 
Through the generosity of the Gates 
Foundation in particular, a grant has already 
been given to the UMC to cover all of our 
expenses in the Imagine No Malaria Campaign. 
As a result, every dollar given goes directly 
to Africa.  
 
Sometimes, biblical application can seem so 
intangible, i.e., be more loving, generous, etc.  
This, however, is our chance to partner 
with Christ in a real effort to save lives, 
heal the sick, and cure the world of a 
killer disease. 
 
I invite you to join me in the journey of 
following Christ into a more glorious future for 
all. 
 
In Christ Alone,  
 

 
Chris, Fellow Traveler 
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Stephanie Stelmaschuk 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

 9:00am - Traditional Worship; Sanctuary (Online)
  Contemporary Worship; Fellowship Hall
  Kids Own Worship; Room 001
 Mustard Seeds; Room 133
10:00am - Education Hour for All Ages
11:00am - Traditional Worship; Sanctuary
  Contemporary Worship; Fellowship Hall (Online)
  Kids Own Worship; Room 001
  Mustard Seeds; Room 133
7:00pm - Kingdom Kids; Fellowship Parlor
7:00pm - Thrive! Middle/High School Youth; Undercroft Room 019

WEEKLY GATHERINGS

Tuesday - 6:30am - Men’s Small Group; Chapelside Parlor
  5:30pm - GriefShare; Chapel
  7:00pm - Men’s Group; Room 204
  7:30pm - College Bible Study; Fellowship Parlor
Wednesday - 9:00am - Women of the Living Word; Fellowship Hall
        6:45pm - Women of the Living Word; Room 209
Thursday - 6:45pm - Chancel Bell Choir Rehearsal; Room 201
    8:00pm - Chancel Choir Rehearsal; Room 204

Sunday, May 3
6:30pm - Alpha Group; Fellowship Hall
7:00pm - Couples’ Group; Room 207
Wednesday, May 6
6:00pm - Time of Your Life; Room 207
7:00pm - Shape; Room 206
7:00pm - Good $ense; Room 208
Sunday, May 10 – MOTHER’S DAY
6:30pm - Alpha Group; Fellowship Hall
7:00pm - Couples’ Group; Room 207
Monday, May 11
9:30am - Mom’s Group; Fellowship Parlor
11:00am - Women’s Bible Study Lunch; Fellowship Parlor
7:00pm - 20/30’s Group; Fellowship Parlor
7:00pm - Stephen Ministries
Tuesday, May 12
7:00pm - Meeting Night
8:10pm - Administrative Council; Chapel
Wednesday, May 13
7:00pm - Shape; Room 206
7:00pm - Good $ense; Room 208
Thursday, May 14
9:30am - Prayers & Squares Quilting Group; Room 208
Saturday, May 16
8:00am - Men’s Fellowship Breakfast; Fellowship Hall
Sunday, May 17 – SENIOR RECOGNITION
6:30pm - Alpha Group; Fellowship Hall
7:00pm - Couples’ Group; Room 207
Monday, May 18 
6:30pm - Pack 17
Tuesday, May 19
5:00pm - Pizza Making for Friends of the Homeless; Fellowship 
Hall
Sunday, May 24 – CONFIRMATION SUNDAY & MEMORIAL 
DAY RECOGNITION
10:00am - Confirmation Breakfast
Monday, May 25- Building/Offices Closed
Wednesday, May 27
5:00pm - YWCA Family Hosting
Thursday, May 28
9:30am - Prayers & Squares; Room 208
Friday, May 29
6:00pm - Alpha Group; Fellowship Parlor
Saturday, May 30
10:00am – Alpha Group; Fellowship Hall
Sunday, May 31
10:00am - Reception for Dr. Brian Jones
6:30pm - Alpha Group; Fellowship Hall
7:00pm - Couples’ Group; Room 207
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What holds you back from serving others? 
(Part Three) 

 

7. We Never Heard Back (“I signed up. I heard nothing.”) 
 

oordinating volunteers is an under-appreciated talent and 
skill. Further, the coordinator may wear several hats. Consider 
sending an email or text as a reminder. In it, list a few of your 
spe i  skills or interests so it’s easier to nd the right . You 
know you; they don’t. Make it easier for them! Or maybe 
volunteer coordinator is the role for you. 
 

8. We Felt Out of Place (“I don’t t in here. I expected to 
belong right away.”) 

 

Give it time. Perhaps you have less in common with the 
or ani ation than expected, but don’t limit God. Ephesians 3:20 
reminds us: “Now, to Him who is able to do immeasurably 
more than all we could ask or imagine.” God’s plans are always 
bigger than ours! Remember, too: it’s not always clear where 
we should invest our time. Test out di erent oppor nities. You 
don’t have to commit to years of service all at once. 
 

9. We Felt Unimportant (“Hand out ers  Smile and hold 
the door open  I want to do something that ma ers!”) 

 

You might’ve just handed someone a lifeline. Your smile 
might’ve given hope to a young girl contemplating suicide 
because she felt invisible. That’s huge! Whatever your position, 
do it well. Learn whatever you can. Work your way up to where 
you want to serve—where your experiences will set you up to 
handle the responsi ilities given to you in God’s perfect timing. 
 

10. 0BWe Think We Can’t Make a Difference. (“I won’t even 
make a dent in the problem.”) 

 

Concentrate instead on helping one person. One task at a time, 
then another. Psalm 119 states that God’s word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. If it’s at our feet, 
the lamp won’t illuminate the whole road, but rather each step. One day, you’ll look back and see how far 
you’ve come. By Marney McNall, published January 30, 2015 in Relevant Magazine. http://bit.ly/1yVSqZL 

Celebrating Service 

On Wednesday, March 25, our 
Membership Class, along with long-
time, dedicated servants, served a 
delicious taco dinner to the families at the 
YWCA Family Center. Over 125 families are 
served each month during these meals. 
Thanks to our new members and our long-
term volunteers for making a di erence! 

Kerridoughty12@gmail.com  to sign up! 

Thank you! Thank you! Once again, our 
Easter on i h fundraiser was an 
overwhelming success. We raised over 
$6,000 to provide our neighbors in need with 
new spring bedding from the New Life UMC 
Clothing Room! What a blessing this will be 
throughout the year. 

 
March for Freedom! Ohio is #7 in the US for human ra in . Trinity has 
something to say about that:  “NO MORE!” Join us on Sunday, May 3, at 2 PM for the 
March for Freedom whose purpose is to raise awareness and funding for Ohio 
ra in  i tims. Our team will meet a er 11 AM worship for lunch. Then it’s on to 

Columbus City Hall and to the Ohio Statehouse to hear from Judge Paul Herbert of 
Franklin County Municipal’s CATCH Court, a program that helps re-
build the lives of i tims of human ra in . Register by emailing 
Rev. Wheat.  
 

Remember: Re-register your Kroger Card for 2015-16 and support Trinity's missions 
each time you buy groceries. Trinity receives a portion of each in-store/online purchase. To 
register/re-register, visit kroger.com/communityrewards . Our Organization Number is 91814.  

Serve Your
Neighbor

an  o oin o r  eam  e ser e 
the fourth Wednesday of each month from 
4:45 – 8 PM. Contact Kerri Doughty at
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On Wednesday, March 25, our 
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March for Freedom! Ohio is #7 in the US for human ra in . Trinity has 
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Serve Your
Neighbor
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Going on now… 
 

� Sermon Series Discussion Group: Join 
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faith. Mondays from 6 – 7 PM in 
Chapelside Parlor. Led by o  and 
Mary Fritzsche. 

� The Community and Faith in a 
Postmodern Culture Group is now 
studying Vanishing Grace: What Ever 
Happened to the Good News? by Phillip 
Yancey. Yancey asks: “Why does the 
church stir up such negati e feelings, 
especially when interest in spirituality is 
on the rise  Can grace bring together 

hristiani y and our pos hristian 
culture, in iting outsiders and insiders 
alike to take a deep second look at why 
our faith ma ers  Can we make a 
di eren e in a world that cries out in 
need  Sundays from 10 – 11 AM in 
Room 215. Led by Kevin Holtsberry. 

� A new couples group has formed!  
We’ll start by discussing Rumors of God 
by Darren Whitehead who asks: “What 
if the rumors about God are true  
We’re seeking together God’s call of an 
a henti  life of discipleship, one that 
transcends the shallowness of our 
culture.  Sundays from 7 – 8 PM in 
Chapelside Parlor. Led by Pam and Ted 
Thompson. 
 

Looking toward fall … 
 
� Dinner Clusters sign-ups begin Sunday, 

September 7. 
� Want to nd a small ro p  Our next 

Small Group Connec on will be held 
Sunday, September 13, following 11 AM 
worship. 
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Attach this coupon to your 
friend’s registration form and he 
or she can come and experience 
God’s Love in Action for FREE!  

Bring a Friend Coupon!! 

2015 c n Bible c  ne 22-26

May 24 – C n rm n n y

Join us as we formally welcome 12 amazing 8th graders 
into the Trinity family. 

Vac n Bible Sc  2015
ne 22-26 fr m 9:00 AM-12:00 PM 

 
At Cokesbury’s G-Force VBS, kids will explore how to put their faith into 
a tion. n his mission o sed VBS, they experience God’s unstoppable 
love and discover how to fuel up and move in and through life with God.  
 

e is rations are now ein  a cepted. i  p a re is ration orm at the 
church, or go online to www.trinityumchurch.com  and click on the VBS 
link.  
 
New This Year f r VBS: We are welcoming 3-year-olds to VBS!  Must be 3 
yrs by 9/30 and po  rained o parti ipa e. Middle and High School 
Volunteers will also have their own Bible s d  time while serving. Our 
Mission Focus will be collecting backpacks and school supplies for 
NNEMAP. 

2015 Easter Egg n  
e ries 

Thanks to a generous grant provided by the Trinity Foundation, Vacation Bible School expenses will now be offset through this funding. 
Registration fees are still suggested at $25.00 per child; however, if a scholarship is necessary, please contact Rev. Karen Brantley for 

assistance. In addition, the above VBS Coupon can be cut out and used for one of your children’s friends who does not have a church home. 
Attaching the coupon to the registration form will assure the fees are waived.
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In Sympathy

Trinity sympathies are extended to Becky Stewart in the passing of Robert D. Hamilton … to Arthur Peters and Family in the passing of his 
wife and Trinity member, Jane Peters … to Shirley Biegler and Family in the passing of her husband and Trinity member, Clarence “Clancy” 
Biegler … to Katie and Willie Grovè and Family in the passing of Katie’s mother and Trinity member, Grace Tharp … to Jack Hagely and 
Family, Eric and Pam Hagely and Family in the passing of wife and mother and Trinity member, Wilma Hagely … and to Janet Linker and 
Family in the passing of her husband and Trinity member, Jim Linker.

Births

The roses on the altar were presented with thanksgiving to God for the birth of Cameron Alan Boesger, son of Tiffany and Christopher, born 
March 5, 2015. Diana and Don Fisher are the maternal grandparents, and Sylvia and Roland Nesslinger are the great grandparents … for 
Penelope Ann Hauck, daughter of Mindy and Chris, born March 10, 2015 … for the birth of Benjamin Keller Savage, son of Megan and 
Michael, born March 10, 2015. Carol and Bruce Savage are the paternal grandparents, and Nancy and Bud Savage are the great grandparents… 
for the birth of Paige Saylor Stamper, daughter of Katie and Aaron, born March 20, 2015. Debbie and Ron Marhefka are the maternal 
grandparents… and for the birth of Ella Louise Winfree, daughter of Katie and James, born March 25, 2015. Liz and Jim Winfree are the 
paternal grandparents.

Gifts to Trinity Foundation

The Trinity Foundation exists to provide funding for vital aspects of the Christian ministry of Trinity UMC that cannot normally be supported 
by the church’s annual operating budget. Gifts to the Foundation may be made to honor living loved ones or as a memorial to family or friends 
who have passed away. There also are many vehicles for participating in planned giving to the Foundation such as gifting the church a specific 
amount, designating a percentage of your estate, or leaving the remainder of your estate to the church after other gifts have been made. If you 
are interested in including Trinity in your estate plan, please contact Richard Weese at 488-0695 or your financial advisor. We are grateful for 
the following gifts given for the First Quarter of 2015. The following gifts are in MEMORY OF:

Our Church Family…
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Our Church Family…



“The Dementia Dance”
 

Stephen Ministry invites you to attend a book talk on Tuesday, May 26, at 7:00 
PM in Chapelside Parlor. Local author Rosemary Barkes will be sharing her 
book, "The Dementia Dance."  She wrote this book after her mother was 
diagnosed with dementia. In "The Dementia Dance," she shares the practical 
wisdom she learned by trial and error. Some of these areas of wisdom include 
minimizing your stress as the caregiver, when to take charge and when to let 
go, how to choose an appropriate assisted living facility, and the balance 
between economics and quality care. We hope you can join us for this 
informative learning experience. 

How Can You Help To Grow Our Church and 
Make Trinity a More Welcoming Place? 

 
It is said new visitors decide if they will return in the future within the �irst 10 minutes of 
their visit. Clearly that �irst impression is of the utmost importance, and there’s nothing 
more sincere than a smiling face and welcoming hand!  Greeting people on Sunday mornings 
at Trinity is critical to the compassion and warmth felt by a new person or family as well as 
the growth of our church. We’d love to have your help in shifting this outreach into a higher 
gear.  Greeters are needed weekly for both of the services and at both ends of the church.  

e ask that you’re at your designated location 15 minutes prior to the beginning of our W
services.  
 
If you are interested in getting involved with this exciting outreach, you can sign up online 
or contact Hospitality Chair, Becky Oberla, at jroberla@sbcglobal.net. We appreciate your 
willingness to serve! 
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