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“How Big Is Your Container?” 
 

By Rev. Dr. Christopher Heckaman 
 
 
What if your faith was actually the container  
for your life and not your life the container for  
your faith?  And further, instead of wondering  
what 2016 will hold for you, rather ask yourself   
what of 2016 am I prepared to hold?  We recently 
completed a most meaningful worship series entitled “Vessels” to   
kick off the year. What God wants to do  
through us is always indelibly dependent on what God wants to do in us. 
 
The size of our faith matters because it is our main container.  How big it is determines 
what all of God we will get to experience.  Give yourself a New Year’s gift and read Hebrews 
11 before you get too far into the New Year. 
 
Jesus said new wine has to go in new wineskins (Matthew 9:17).  The forms our faith takes 
have to be conducive and flexible for a growing faith. Our containers therefore matter.  Is it 
time you upgraded your faith container? 
 
Containers have shaped our lives for years.  Tupperware was developed by Earl Silas 
Tupper back in 1946.  His plastic containers for keeping food, mostly leftovers, fresh 
worked so well because they kept the seal airtight. The "burping seal" trick, the noise you 
could get the lid to make when it was properly positioned, was even patented as their 
ultimate mark of quality. Tupperware was further known as a cottage industry, driven by 
“Tupperware Parties,” allowing many to work from home and still care for their families.  It 
was part of our social fabric and fun for years. Tupperware, a container, shaped our lives in 
more ways than we can imagine.  So too does our individual faith container.   
 
Except when God’s goodness is so overwhelming it spills over. Sometimes that’s the only 
time when we realize God wants to give us a bigger container. “Our cup runneth over.”  We 
find “goodness and mercy” following us all the days of our lives, no matter how hard the 
day might be (Psalm 23). Mary, the woman who broke the jar and poured pure nard on 
Jesus’ feet, couldn’t contain her thanks.  God had overflowed her container with grace. 
 
That’s what Christ is going for in you and me.  
 
If the global shipping container industry can double its capacity in a relatively very short 
period of time, do you think you could too? In just half the average span of life, the world’s 
ships have gone from shipping 11 million tons of goods to now over 228 million.  Has your 
capacity to hold and pass on God’s love grown half as exponentially?  In one year, just 
from our country alone, 5.6 trillion dollars worth of goods is passed.  The treasure of God 
waiting to grow itself in you is worth oh so much even more. 
 
May your 2016 hold all that you can imagine and then some.  May it be overflowing even so 
much so that you have to grow a new size of faith just to hold all of God’s blessings God 
wants to bestow upon you. 
 
In Christ Alone, 
 
Rev. Dr. Christopher Heckaman 

 
 

Be sure to join us Sunday, February 14
th

, as we kick off our new Lenten Worship Series playing off of Christ’s seven last 

words entitled, “Seven First Words.”  Instead of marking His death, how can these words inspire us to live into the gift of 

His new life? 

T I M E S

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earl_Tupper


New Staff Addition 
Interim Business Administrator, Wade Steen 
 
Please help us welcome and give God thanks for Wade Steen's stepping in, at least temporarily, to 
former Business Administrator Richard Weese's position. A professional forensic accountant and 
consultant to businesses and municipalities, Wade brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to 
the job. He is currently reviewing all of our key �inancial systems and helping us update our 
processes to become even more effective and good stewards of God's resources here at our 
beloved Trinity. Married to wife Marty and the parent of four grown children, Zach, Emily, Erin, 
and Taylor, Wade has been especially active in men's discipleship ministries, a �inance committee 
member, and a Trinity member since 2011. 
 

Journey to Joy brought in 215 guests and was served by 75 volunteers and staff. There was great joy in the hearts of all who participated 
as families journeyed through the marketplace to visit Mary and Elizabeth, then to the carpenter shop to create a treasure box with 
Joseph and his friends. King Herod was found throughout the journey reminding the families that they were to pay homage to the king. 
The most beautiful setting was with the manger scene where the �irst hour the Kingdom Kids dressed the parts and sang carols as they 
portrayed the birth story. The second hour, families could try on the costumes themselves and hold baby Jesus, re-enacting the story for 
their own hearts. There were some amazing cookies being decorated in the kitchen and shared with other snacks with the Wisemen. The 
families learned about the gifts that are given to Jesus before journeying on to pay a visit to Santa and Mrs. Claus. The event was so well 
received and appreciated as a family event that we have already seen three new families worshipping with us as a result. Thank you for 
your help in making this such a successful event! 



 

There are a number of exciting events scheduled at Trinity UMC that you won’t 
want to miss! You can stay up to date on all of the happenings by viewing our 

Calendar of Events on our main website (About Trinity->Calendar of Events) or 
by reviewing the weekly bulletin. Be in the know and get involved! 

 
KITS 'Keep in Touch' Easter 

Delivery 

 
Easter Lilies for our elderly and shut-in 
faithful will be ready for pickup and 
delivery just outside the atrium on 
Wednesday, March 15.  The KITS 
Program is a service of the Generations 
Council and is dedicated to the fellowship 
of our elder members.  If you are 
interested in delivering a �lower, please 
write your information next to the name 
of a recipient on the provider list.  There 
are always individuals to whom no regular 
deliverer is assigned.   
 
We are attempting to increase our contact 
throughout the year with these beloved 
brethren in conjunction with crafts made 
by our Sunday school kids. If you have 
enjoyed the experience in the past or have 
never been involved but would like to 
participate, please email me at 
stafford.86@osu.edu or Gary Brand at 
gbrand@trinityumchurch.com.    
 
There will also be a Valentine’s Day card 
delivery with cards to be picked up 
outside the atrium after Church on Feb. 
7th.  We could use some more dedicated 
individuals to commit some of their time. 
Again, please contact Gary or me for more 
information. May God bless you this 
Easter season. 
 
-Beth Stafford 

 Generations Ministry Team Chair 



 Serve Your
Neighbor

 
 

Volunteers in Mission

Our January VIM Team of 21 medical 

professionals and helping hands served 

240+ at three medical clinics AND built a 

new home for our neighbors in need. 

Thank you for your prayers and support! It 

was an incredible experience! 

Noteworthy … 
 

 
 

Thank you! Thank you! The 2015 
Christmas O ering raised $16,556 to 
support the mission and outreach 
ministries of Trinity Church. We’ll use your 
gi  this year to start new mission 
partnerships and support our e ting 
mission partners. Together, we’re 
furthering the work of Jesus and his church, 
to touch the lives of our neighbors in 
miraculous ways! 
 

 

Great Day of Service, our best 
opportunity to serve Columbus as a church 
family, is on the horizon! Save the date for 
Saturday, 4/30 from 8 AM - 12 NOON.  Say 
“yes” to serving your neighbors with your 

church today! Sign up at 
ly/1fLpxSR 

 

Join us Sunday, February 21, at 7 PM for a family night of entertainment in 
support of Trinity UMC’s mission and outreach showcasing Trinity’s talented 

musicians! The Crossroads Band, Chancel Choir, Youth Band, Children’s Choir, 
individual musicians, and many more will share their musical g  will us. Jerry 
Gemeinhardt will be serving as Master of Ceremonies. 100% of your free-will 

 collected will support Trinity’s Mission vision to feed, educate, 
provide health care, and advocate for tice with our neighbors, locally and 

globally, in the name of Jesus Christ.



Header: Connect and grow 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Lent – the season of the tian Year typically observed as 
a time of simple living, prayer, and fasting leading up to 
Easter – begins on Ash Wednesday (February 10, 2016). Many 
spend the season of Lent in se ti  and tion, 
as modeled by Jesus in Ma hew 4:1-11, where he prayed and 
fasted for forty days in the wilderness before beginning his 
earthly ministry. 

What happened during those forty days of fasting and 
prayer? Some say that Jesus needed ti e with God to sort 
through the major changes happening in his life. Maybe he 
needed a break from family, friends, and his regular ti
in order to see God (and himself) more clearly. Maybe he 
sought more ti  with God as he searched for direction and 
answers to the que ti  that we, too, have from ti e to ti e: 
“What are you calling me to do, God?” 

As we journey through this season of Lent, some will choose 
to give up something. Some will go about their lives as if it 
was “ordinary ti  Some will choose to be more tive. 
Whatever your ti  this season, we invite you to make 
space for the following: 

Seven First Words Lenten Study Studies 
 Sundays, 10 AM, Chapelside Parlor, begins 2/13 
 Sundays, 6 PM, Chapelside Parlor (for Parents), begins 

2/13 
 Wednesdays, 12 NOON, Chapel, begins 2/10 with Ash 

Wednesday Worship 
 

Our study series will ti  the 
personal Lenten tional, 
Pauses for Lent: 40 Words for 40 

Days by Trevor Hudson. Suggested 
don tion $7. 

Lenten Vespers  
@ St. Luke's UMC on 5th Avenue, 
Wednesdays, 6 - 6:30 PM, begins 
2/10 

Photo-A-Day Challenge 
Take a picture, and share with 
your Trinity community how you 

perceive the word for each day of Lent (listed on the previous 
page). No explan tion needed unless you want to. A er all, a 
picture is worth a thousand words.  
 
Let’s start this 40-day journey together sharing glimpses of 
our lives with one another. Let this be an ti  ti , 
even for a few minutes a day, to pause, remember, and 

 - Pastor Katy 
 

 

 

 

Circles of Grace give us the opportunity to have respec
and faith based conver ti ns about topics that ma er.  

Here at Trinity, we’re interested in exploring God’s welcome 
and how we best embody that welcome to all those who 
belong to and visit our church family.  

This past January 19, and and again on February 16, each 
Circle will explore – “What does it mean to be ‘welcomed’ 
into a community of faith?” “What role have others played in 
your experience of God’s welcome?” “How can we b er 
welcome all with whom we come in contact?” These 
commitments are one time but might have a long-term 
impact! 

We hope you'll join us for the discussion - Tuesday, January 
19, AND/OR Tuesday, February 16, both from 7 - 8:30 PM. 
Light refreshments and childcare provided! Want to let us 
know you're coming? RSVP by emailing Pastor Katy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Why did Jesus die?” “What exactly is the Trinity?” or “Do I 
have to come to church to be a Christian?” Are you unsure 
where (or how) to ask these tions? Alpha is the perfect 
place! No questi  is too “out of the box” or “weird.” 

Alpha begins Wednesday, March 2, at 7:30 PM at Grandview 
Grind (1432A Grandview Ave., 43212). Alpha is a place to ask 
que ti  – about God, about the Bible, prayer, and more – in 
a safe and understanding space. We’ll meet for 11 weeks. 
And yes, the  is on us. 

 
Save the Date! 

Living Expressions of Joy – The 2016 Women’s 
Retreat will be Friday, April 22 – Sunday, April 24, at 
Mohican Lodge in Loudonville, Ohio. Join us for a 

tiful spring weekend of relax ti  and 
ti  with new friends and old. Our weekend 

will include teaching by the “Joy Lady,” Anne  
Dellinger, worship, prayer, Bible Study, yoga, hiking, 
pool and sauna time, and small group discussion – all 
with other sisters in Christ. Cost begins at $170/person 
for a four-person room. Grants available. 

 



Thrive has been blessed with great leaders and wonderful students that are growing 
this ministry in mission and numbers. Students have pa ticipated in service 
oppor ties such as providing g  for families in need and serving the church 
community at the annual Spaghe  Dinner during Hanging of the Greens. This   
increased call to missions has led us to dream big as we announce our summer     
mission trips for Thrive. Info tional sessions will follow. 

  

             

 

 

 

 

 

February 19-20: Middle School 

Believe Conference 

March 4-5: Dare2Share High 

School Conference 

Our high school summer mission trip will be to Cuba! 
We are excited for this crazy, God-dream of 

ti ating in global missions with our students. We 
appreciate your prayers as we step into this mission 

 to be the hands and feet of Jesus. 

Our middle school students will be 
headed on missions to Oak Hills United 
Methodist Church in West Virginia! We 
are excited to engage in local missions 
with this community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By request, movie nights will now happen 
monthly!  Mark your calendar for the 3rd 

Friday of each month as Trinity’s Family Movie 
Night. Grab your children, a blanket, and some 

comfortable clothes. Popcorn is always 
provided! 

 

Feb 19 - Home 
March 18 - Inside Out 

 

 

Ready for the next new adventure? Family VBS!   “Water, Water, Everywhere” will be our theme this year and will not look 
like anything we have done before. Each Wednesday evening from June 15- Aug 10, we will host VBS for all ages! Come as 
a family at 5:30 for a meal, worship, and message at 6:00; and then the typical age leve ti s will start at 6:30 and 
conclude by 8:00pm. Adult sessions and youth sessions will also be available!  This change in format will allow for more 
families ticipate, and that’s a great thing! Want more inform ti e a part of the VBS team?  Contact Pastor 
Karen Brantley. 



Our Church Family… 

In Sympathy: 

Trinity sympathies are extended to Yvonne and Don Day and Family in the passing of Yvonne’s mother, Bonnie Cargo... to Jill and Frank Hess, Carol and 
Bruce Savage, and Families in the passing of Jill and Carol’s father and Trinity member, Harold Cummings…and to Carrie Glaeden and Family in the 

passing of her father, Norman Glaeden. 
 

Births: 

The roses on the altar were presented with thanksgiving to God for the birth of Elizabeth Joy Wills, daughter of Chris and Scott, born October 19, 2015. 
Sue and Larry Wills are the paternal grandparents, and Doris Peyton is the paternal great-grandmother… for the birth of Emerson Lee Widing, daughter 
of Kip and Sara, born November 4, 2015. Suzie and Chris Widing are the paternal grandparents, and Gunvor Widing is the paternal great-grandmother… 

for the birth of Kember Gwendal-Lynn Kerrigan, daughter of Katelyn and Jacob, born December 1, 2015. Pastor Chris and Lisa Heckaman are the 
maternal grandparents… for the birth of Anne Alexandra Garve, daughter of Beth and Alex, born December 20, 2015. Barbara and John Barta are the 

maternal grandparents… and for the birth of Isaac Barrett Dariano, son of Lauren and Ben, born January 6, 2016. 
 
 
 

Supporting Our Foundation… 

 
Trinity’s operating budget and special campaigns are vital and essential.  Gifts to the Foundation are used to support projects or programs that are not 

or cannot be �inanced out of the annual operating budget or special campaigns.  You have heard about and will continue to hear of the many ways the 

Foundation funds have been used to support Trinity’s mission when other funding is unavailable or inadequate.  Needs and projects exist which call for 

and deserve the support of our Church. 

 

While most gifts to the Foundation are through planned giving (wills, trusts, life insurance policies, etc.) or through gifts or memorials to recognize and 

honor an individual, there is always the opportunity to give to the Foundation even without a speci�ic event.  Grants have been made possible through the 

thoughtful donations to the Foundation and cover a broad range which includes community outreach and involvement, education and spirituality, 

facilities improvements, and enhancement in supporting our youth.  You read in the December Trinity Times about some of the many projects and 

programs made possible by Foundation Grants during the past year.  Our Church family and all of those who receive the support of the Foundation grants 

recognize the importance of the Foundation as a valuable resource.  Donations at ANY time of the 

year will be gratefully accepted and acknowledged.  We are blessed to have the Foundation as a 

resource to allow Trinity to support and enhance its mission beyond what would be possible 

through the operating budget. 

 

Blessings to all for a Christ centered 2016 �illed with peace, love, health, and joy.   

 

-Bob Koblentz, Trinity Foundation Member 

 

The Trinity Foundation exists to provide funding for vital aspects of the Christian ministry of Trinity UMC that cannot normally be supported by the 
church’s annual operating budget. Gifts to the Foundation may be made to honor living loved ones or as a memorial to family or friends who have passed 
away. The following gifts are IN MEMORY OF: 
 

George Coles  Sally and Donald Lewis  Donald Lewis    
       Christian and Susan Bell           Sam and Nancy Muldoon      William and Barbara Coombs  

 

     David Rodebaugh     Louise Sloniker 
     Helen Rodebaugh        William and Barbara Coombs 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stephen Ministers Needed 
 

Stephen Ministry training will begin on 
February 7th and is scheduled through 

the end of May. The training is conducted 
at Trinity and will require 50 hours of 

training time. For more information about 
the program or to obtain an application, 

please contact Gary Brand. 

We were honored to "suit up" 120 HEROES on January 2nd at Worthington 
Square Mall.  Madel O'Neill reported that one of the recipients, never having 
owned a suit, accepted a suit saying, "Now I can go out for job interviews in 
style."  We have since learned that he was offered a job and is most grateful 
for the clothing preparation.  He believed it did the trick. 
 
Another recipient we were honored to serve was a Staff Sergeant in the 
Marines who has served our nation for 16 years and has served for 7 
deployments.  He, too, was most happy to have received his �irst suit from 
Suits for HEROES. 
 
I "suited up" an Army Veteran who accepted a suit, 2 shirts, shoes, socks, 
suspenders, a sweater, and a hat from us.  As we “suited” him, he told us 
that his housing was at risk.  We happened to have a Salvation Army 
housing specialist present.  Our Veteran got much more than a Suit. 
 
-Gary Brand 
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