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Dear Trinity Faithful, 
 
Lisa and I have been so blessed in our time with you. God always does more than what we can think or 
imagine (Ephesians 3:20).  In so many ways we believe God has used our season with you for a great 
good, personally for us by far. I hope years down the road you can say the same for your beloved 
church and its people. On paper anyway, we’ve certainly made some great progress in getting even 
healthier as an organization. 
 
There’s an old saying that says, “It’s not the years in your life but the life in your years.” We have gotten 
a lot of life in and will cherish every bit, touched in Christian love by so many wonderful people and 
relationships. 
 
As a gift to your incoming pastor, may I commend some thoughts to you?  Four “Do’s and Don’ts”? 
 
1. Don’t underestimate the mission �ield God has called you to – Do shift more and more of 
your work beyond the walls. 
 
A quarter of a million people are at your doorstep; 55% are young adults with most of their life still 
ahead of them. Care as much for them as you spend time caring for things within the walls. 
 
2. Don’t underestimate what God wants to do through you – Do trust God for greater 
things than even these. 
 
“To much is given, much is required.” In the midst of our day today we frequently don’t think we have 
much more to give.  In comparison with the rest of the world, however, our resources are endless.  If 
Trinity is so well stocked with so many great leaders, what God has in mind is so much greater than 
what we often give ourselves credit for. 
 
3. Don’t underestimate the gifts of your new pastoral leader – Embrace his leadership and 
trust God wants to use it for maximum kingdom impact. 
 
Today, pastors are called and trained in Methodist circles anyway to be way more than a resident 
chaplain, though we are never not privileged to perform those kind of duties. Reverend Gif�in could not 
be more quali�ied or highly respected in the Conference.  Yes, like many of your medical doctors, he 
may be younger than you. He is one of Columbus, Ohio’s �inest of leaders, however. 
 
4. Don’t underestimate the change God wants to bring in you – Do give yourself 
wholeheartedly to your own personal change and transformation. 
 
Often we talk more about the changes we want to see in our world. Commit to allowing God to bring 
even more change though in you, each personally. The health and vitality of Trinity for years to come 
rests more in that than anything else.  All must be born again, and again, and again, and again. “God’s 
loving kindnesses indeed never cease…they are new every morning.” They are waiting for you when 
you awake on June 6th, and July 1st, and January of 2017, 2020, 2035, etc., etc. 
 
We will always cheer you on and be some of your greatest supporters. You are loved and will be 
forever cherished and appreciated. We are humbled and so grateful. 
 
Godspeed in your mission and God bless, 
 
Chris and Lisa 
 

“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you.”  Philippians 1:3

T I M E S



     Meet Rev. Wade Gif�in 
         Incoming TUMC Senior Pastor 

 
 On Sunday, February 28, we announced that Rev. Wade Gi n will join the Trinity United 

Methodist Church as senior pastor on June 26, 2016. We are very excited and feel 
exceedingly blessed by this appointment.  If you would like to know a bit more about Wade, 
please read on. 
 
Family: Pastor Wade and his wife Debbie have two college-aged sons.  Alex (24) has a degree 
in photography and is now completing a second degree at The Ohio State University in 
Strategic Commun tion.  He is the Director of Communications for Scioto Ridge United 
Methodist Church and works part ti e at Darby Glenn Nursing Home.  Chris (19) is a 
freshman at Capital University in the nursing program.  He is quite a tive in his fraternity and 
other student life/leadership in tiatives.  He works part ti e at The Top Steakhouse in Bexley. 
Debbie provides customer service relations for a family owned logistics/warehousing 
company located in Groveport.  Prior to her current pos tion, she worked as an opti n for a 

family owned pra ti e. 
 
A Pastor’s Heart: Re e ting on preparing to arrive at Trinity as senior pastor, Wade, Debbie, and sons are extremely thrilled. er 
serving in extension ministry for seven years, he is excited to return to pastoral ministry in the local church.  He has a pastor’s heart 
and is extremely passionate about folks discovering or rediscovering a deep relationship with Jesus Christ, growing in discipleship, 
and living that faith out in the world.  He sees Trinity as a congregation with a tremendous history and heritage with incredible 
potential for continued growth and fruitfulness in ministry in the name of Jesus Christ.  Pastor Wade is looking forward to working 
with the extremely talented sta  and passionate laity at Trinity. 
 
Professional Background: Since 2009, Wade has served the West Ohio Conference as the Director of the O ce of Ministry.  As a 
member of the Bishop’s cabinet and Executive Team of the Annual Conference of West Ohio, he has led an ting new vision for 
clergy spiritual leadership formation.  He has partnered with and consulted for annual conferences across our conne tion in the 
area of clergy leadership. He has helped develop the pathway to ordination for clergy in our Southeast Asia partnership, 
parti pating in the st two ordinations of pastors in Vietnam.  Previously, he served Scioto Ridge United Methodist Church in 
Hilliard, Ohio, as Senior Pastor for seven years; Hyde Park Community United Methodist Church in Cincinnati, Ohio, for eight years; 
and Glenwood United Methodist Church in Columbus for the 3 years prior. 
 
He has served the Annual Conference in a variety of ways, including a three-quadrennial member of the Conference Board of 
Ordained Ministry, chair of a division of the board, and Chair of the Conference Nominations Team, developing a new vision for 
deploying clergy and lay leadership throughout the Annual Conference.  
 
Educational Background: Educationally, a er graduating from Oak Hills High School in Cincinnati, Ohio, Wade earned a bachelor’s 
degree in Business Management from Xavier University and a Master’s of Divinity degree from United Theological Seminary.  He 
was ordained in the United Methodist Church in 1991. 
 
Passions and Interests: Pastor Wade’s passions in ministry include leadership/sta  development and training, designing and leading 
worship, and preaching and teaching.  Prior to responding to God’s call to ministry, Wade worked for the Toys R Us Company, st 
in store management and then joining the corporate headquarters team as Assistant Inventory Control Manager and Director of 
Adve tising for the Ohio, Kentucky, and Indiana markets.  Before retail, Wade worked in the hospitality industry, primarily in hotels. 
 
Pastor Wade has an ecle ti taste in music.  At any ti e you could nd, in his iTunes library, playlists focused on pop, country, rock, 
gospel, and classical music.  His favorite composer is Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, and he especially enjoys Mozart’s Funeral 
Requiem.   
 
Recreationally, the Gi ns enjoy spending time out-of-doors in a variety of venues and a tiv ties. But his most favorite activity these 
days is doing the “family thing.” 
 
Looking Forward: We are looking forward to Pastor Wade’s rst Sunday with Trinity on June 26, 2016.  Unti  then, please pray with 
us the words of Ephesians 3:20: 
 

“Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine…” 

 



Vacation Bible School 2016 
Wednesday Evenings 
June 15 - August 10 

5:30-8:00 PM 
 
Join us any week for an independent message around the theme of water. 
Stories will include God’s creation, Noah’s Ark, Moses in a basket, Moses 
p ting the Red Sea, Jonah, Jesus calling the Disciples, Calming the sea, 
Walking on water, and Bapti m. 
 
 

 

Why the change this year? 

Outreach: VBS is designed to be a community outreach for the church, bringing new families into the church. 
Reality: Over the last 3 years, s tistics have shown that very few children particip ting in Trinity VBS are non-churched    
children, and only ½ are our own children.  

 
Timing: Our traditional d time structure of VBS has been a great opportunity over the years.  
Reality: With two income families and multiple activities pulling families away, the opportunities to be together as a family are increasingly slim.  
Trinity parents are asking for more family opportunities to engage together and asking for events and worship to be family friendly. 
 
Schedules: Scheduling VBS in a church is a complicated process of aligning around school schedules, camps, sports, vac tions as well as ministries 
with the youth, annual conference, etc. 
Reality: There is no perfec time to have VBS. Every year, we miss a family or two because of schedules. Having VBS every week gives families the 
choice to be involved. 

 
What does the new schedule look like? 

5:30 PM - Family meal is served for all with free will don tion accepted.  
6:00 PM - The Trinity pastors will rotate each week to deliver a family friendly message and worship music for all ages. 
6:30 - 8:00 PM - Children 3 yrs - 5th grade will rotate through s, Science, and Bible Adventures. 

           - Youth will be able to gain service hours AND their own youth group.  
           - Parents can engage in topical convers tions around Christian parenting. (Your suggestions are welcome.) 

 
 

How can I serve? 

We have a variety of capacities in which to serve. Even if you can only 
commit to one week, we’d love to have you. Each week, we are in need of 
people for the following positions. Please contact Pastor Karen to claim 
your favorite spot. 
 

 Decoration Setup 
 Meal Prep/Serve  
 Music 
 Preschool or Elementary Bible Adventures 
 Preschool or Elementar  
 Preschool or Elementary Science 
 Childcare 

 
How can I register my child?  

Registr tion is open now for children ages 3 years (by June 1, 2016 and po y-trained) through the 5th grade. Pick up a registr tion form in 
Fellowship Parlor or Atrium, or download a form online at www.trinityumchurch.com.  
 
 

Questions? Contact Rev. Karen Brantley, Minister of Children and Families by phone at 614-488-0695 or via email at 
kbrantley@trinityumchurch.com. 

 



 
 

 
 

Summer Internship 
Opportunity 

We're partnering again this summer with 
Serving Our Neighbors (SON) Ministries to 
provide one paid internship at SON's 10th 
year of Summer Lunch Camp program. SON is 
dedicated to giving a hand up (not a hand out) 
to our local low-income immigrant neighbors, 
all while re e ting the love of Christ. 
Interns will gain valuable experiences working 
with children from across the globe while 
honing professional skills. They will help lead 
Sunday morning worship and present a Book Talk at Trinity. Most 
importantly, they will work to develop and integrate their faith into their 
working lives. We know it's going to be a fun and important way to spend 
the summer of 2016! 
 

Great Day of Service, our favorite opportunity to serve Columbus 
as a church community, is coming up again this spring! Save the date for 

Saturday, April 30, from 
9AM – 12PM.  We’ll be 
packing 25,000 mac ‘n 
cheese meals for the Mid-
Ohio Food Bank with 
Meals of Hope. People of 
all ages (0 to 120+) and 
abiliti s welcome. Hair 
nets are free - Sign up at 
h p://bit.ly/1fLpxSR 

 

And save the date for Friday, August 19, and 
Saturday, August 20 – we’ll be partnering with 
CrossRoads Missions’ Help Build Hope program to 
build a house for Habitat for Humanity … 
in Trinity’s parking lot. Intrigued? We are, too! We’ll 
need 100 volunteers and two days, but it can be 
done. You should join us, and bring a friend while 
you’re at it. Sign up at h p://bit.ly/1UDGtSw 
 
 

 
 

It’s that time again. You can support 
Trinity's outreach and mission each time you 
purchase groceries. Register (or re-register) your Kroger Card online, and Trinity will 
receive a percentage of each in-store or online purchase you make. To date, the 
support of 25 households has earned our mission and outreach programs over $800! 
To register today, visit Kroger online at kroger.com/communityrewards. Create a 
Kroger account and click on the “Community Rewards” bu on. 

Celebrating… 
 

 
Our congregation was so generous in 
their donations during the 2015 Easter 
on  that we’ll continue to 
purchase pillows, blankets, and 
sleeping bags for our homeless 
neighbors at New Life UMC using last 
year’s donations. Thank you! If you 
would like to make a donation during 
Easter to support our mission and 
outreach ministries, you are welcomed 
and encouraged to do so. 

 

 

 

Thank you! To all those who 
supported our rst annual Music for 
Mission Concert last month on Sunday, 
February 21. Because of your 
generosity, we raised over $3,300 for 
mission and outreach at Trinity Church.  

If you a ended and enjoyed the 
Concert (or missed it and would like to 
hear for the rst time), celebrate! DVDs 
of the event are for sale. $5 and all 
proceeds go to Trinity’s mission and 
outreach. 

Serve Your
Neighbor



 
 
 
"The armor of God is industrial grade survival 

gear. Prayer activates your spiritual armor."  

– Priscilla Shirer 

Women of the Living Word 
… invites you to join us for "The Armor of God,” 
by Priscilla Shirer, beginning March 30, at 9:15-
11:15 AM, in the Fellowship Hall, or 6:45-8:45 
PM, in Room 209.   Cost:  $15 for book. For 
more information, email us at 
Womeno heLivingWord@gmail.com. 

 
 
If you've ever examined your relationship and 
thought, "This is great - but there's got to 
be more than how we're living now,” you're 
right. There is more. Commi ed couples are 
invited to join us for You and Me Forever: 
Marriage in Light of Eternity, a small 
group test-drive experience to discover the 
greater point and purpose of marriage - beyond 
two people and towards living and loving like 
Jesus in our homes and communities. Sundays, 
April 10 - May 22, from 7:00-8:00 PM. Childcare 
provided. 
 

Looking Ahead … 

 

Starting in June 

Book Talks and Mission Walks, our 
summer learning and living series, will begin on 
Sunday, June 12, at 10 AM in the Chapel. Join us 
for a summer of new ideas and fresh 
perspectives on life and faith! 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, August 14 from 1:00-3:00 PM 

Our second annual outdoor baptism and 
baptism renewal service will be on August 14 at 
Friendship Park (150 Oklahoma Avenue, 43230) 
in Gahanna. Worship, good food, and a 
renewing time with God. 

 

 

 

 

 

We introduced 6 new members into our 
congregation. Please join us in welcoming: 

Whitney May, Earl Hawkings, Helen 
Rodebaugh, Vicky Lizka, and                         

Emily & Nate Craig.  

FALL MEMBERSHIP 
Be a member of the body. Find a new way to 
belong. Connect and commit. Our three-week 
membership experience, Membership @ 
Trinity, will begin Sunday, August 21, and 
continue on August 28 and September 11, from 
5:30 – 8:00 PM. Each week will focus on 
fellowship with other new members and your 
own walk with Jesus. Light dinner and child care 
provided. 

Header: Connect and grow 
 



 

Sunday, May 15th  
Our End-Of-Year Cookout is going on 
the town this year! Join us for ou nal 
Sunday evening “Thrive” gathering – a 
Progressive Dinner from 6-9pm. 

 

 r tion Sunday, May 15th  
Join us as we celebrate the faith commitment of the 8th graders and 

9th graders in this year’s con rm tion class! 

 

 
Saturday, May 21st: Take a break from studying for Final Exams to 

come on an Adventure with Thrive! 

 

Sunday,  
May 28th  

GRADUATING  
SENIOR  

SUNDAY! 
 

 

This year 14 high school youth and 4 adults from Trinity are going to Cuba from June 27-July 6. While there, we will be 
partnering with Cuba Connection Ministries (CCM), an organiz tion that builds rel tionships between American and Cuban 
churches. In add tion to visiting churches and building re tionships with Cuban Ch tians, we will be spending our days 
working on the farm owned by CCM that donates the vast majority of its crops to local hospitals, churches, and pastors. 
We’re also humbled to be serving disabled children and their families, as well as leading Sunday school. 

We are partnering with Rev. Tim Burden of Trinity United Methodist Church in Pickerington, Ohio.  Rev. Burden has been a 
pastor for more than 40 years, serving as a missionary with Youth With A Mission in Europe, Mexico, Cuba, Central 
America, and Africa. He has been to Cuba more than twenty times (!) and has led several youth mission trips to Cuba. 
We’re blessed to have this opportunity and excited to see God at work on this trip – in the lives of Trinity’s students and in 
the lives of those they serve alongside.  

High School Mission Trip: 
 CUBA

! 
 

Take Me Out to the 
Ballgame! 

 Friday, May 27th 

The perfect beginning to summer! 



 

The Gifts That Keep On Giving 

 

The Easter season �inds us celebrating God's gift of Eternal Life.  Through 

your estate planning, memorial and honor gifts, and other donations to 

the Trinity Foundation, the Foundation Board is able to give grants and 

scholarships consistent with our mission of bringing hope through the 

transforming love of Jesus Christ.  

 

Applying for a grant or scholarship is an easy process.  You can go to the 

Trinity Website, and under “Support Our Ministry” there is a link to the 

Foundation where you can download an application form.  Or you can 

stop by the church of�ice.  The Foundation Board meets monthly but 

considers applications quarterly in the months of March, June, September, 

and December.  We highly recommend that all applications be submitted 

by the 15th of the month prior to the month of consideration. 

 

Thanks to your generosity to the Trinity Foundation, we can give gifts 

that transform lives! 

 

- Carrie Glaeden, Board Chair 

 

 

Our Church Family… 

In Sympathy: 

Trinity sympathies are extended to Jean Ohlinger and Family in the passing of her husband and Trinity member, Joe Ohlinger… 
to the Family of Trinity member, Betty Minutilli… to Emily Gaines and Family in the passing of her husband and Trinity 

member, Gordon Gaines… to Diane Koontz and Paula and Brian Gilmour and Families in the passing of father and grandfather, 
Harry Edgington… to the Family of Trinity member, Larry Newman… to Nancy Savage, Bruce and Carol Savage, and Families in 
the passing of husband, father, and Trinity member, Paul “Bud” Savage…and to the Family of Trinity member, Phyllis Havener. 

 

Births: 

The roses on the altar were presented with thanksgiving to God for the birth of Max Bernhard Dwyer, son of Heather and 
Michael, born January 15, 2016… for the birth of Augustine “Gus” Michael Mehling, son of Katie and Sam, born February 3, 

2016. Linda and Mike Casasanta are the maternal grandparents… 
 
 
 

 

   

 

 
 

The Trinity Foundation exists to provide funding for vital aspects of the Christian ministry of Trinity UMC that cannot normally be 
supported by the church’s annual operating budget. Gifts to the Foundation may be made to honor living loved ones or as a 
memorial to family or friends who have passed away. The following gifts are IN MEMORY OF: 
 
 Joe Ohlinger 

Jay and Joyce Schoedinger 
Dorothy Kreinbihl 
Terry and Mary Jo Ley 
Barbara Amling 
Gary and Carol Brand 
Bill and Barbara Coombs 
Bruce and Donna Hirsch 
Joe and Sharon Lee 
John Benya 
Robert and Elizabeth Fox 
Judy Coles 
Lois M. Goodell 
Mary C. Lewis 
PROBUS Club 

Gordon Gaines 
Friends of Allen, Kuehnle, Stovall & 
Newman LLP 
Betty and Bob Winchester 
Mr. and Mrs. Cruickshank 
Steven Balaban 
Bill Geinst 
James and Janette Pepper 
Barbara Jones 
Kelly Cusack 
The Taylor Family 
Kirk J. Cupp 
Mary Jean Swenson 

Bud Savage 
James and Janette Pepper 
 
Betty Minutilli 
James and Janette Pepper 
 
Harold Cummings 
Maureen C. Lince 
 
 



Remember a loved one lost by buying a geranium to be displayed on the 
Memorial Day altar. Orders will be taken in the Atrium at church during 

the �irst four Sundays of May.  Cost will again be $6. 
 

You can also help us plant the geraniums in Trinity’s gardens on 
Monday, May 30. Please contact Russ Lawyer 

(rlawyer@columbus.rr.com) if interested. 
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