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“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” 

-Ephesians  3:20-21 (NIV)  
 

Dear Trinity Family, 
 
It is one of the last things to happen during 
the meeting of the Annual Conference each 
year.  It is when the bishop “�ixes” the 
appointments.  That simply means that all 
of the work to appoint pastors to 
congregations becomes of�icial.  The district 
superintendent for a speci�ic congregation 
names it from the stage and the bishop 
recites the name of the new pastor.  Our 
district was �irst.  I heard the name “Trinity 
– Columbus” read, and then Bishop Palmer 
spoke my name.  It was an awesome 
moment.  Although I have had several 
opportunities to be among you, it was very 
real in that moment. 
 
Those are de�ining moments for our lives.  I 
was keenly aware of the Holy Spirit’s 
presence in that moment as an af�irmation 
of a process through which God brought us 
together!  I have watched the Holy Spirit’s 
guiding and felt God’s hand in all that came 
to that moment. 
 
A clergy colleague and I were recently 
talking about our United Methodist 
appointive system. Sometimes our itinerant 
system of appointing clergy feels a little like 
a blind date.  You know how it goes; a friend 
concocts this brilliant idea. All of the 
amazing and redeeming qualities of this 
person are shared with you: talent, humor, 
kindness, etc.  You hear statements like 
“when I am with her/him, you often come to 
mind. You two would be perfect for each 
other.”     
 
On the one hand it seems so preposterous, 
agreeing to a date with a person you do not 
know.  Of course, in our modern era, one can 
run off and check the Internet, social media, 
etc. and glean as much info as possible 
before the big date.  On the other hand, we 
all know the stories of the ful�illing and 
wonderful relationships out there that 

began with that “one” blind date.  There is 
risk, of course, but there is a possibility that 
a �irst date can become your last �irst date! 
 
You don’t know me yet (although lots of you 
have been checking me out on social media 
and the Internet), and I don’t know you 
really well yet either (although I, too, have 
been checking you out on social media and 
the Internet).  Our good friends, the West 
Ohio Cabinet and the Trinity Staff Parish, 
have arranged our date.  But the good news 
is that we trust that God has been the 
instigator!   
 
There’s much for us to learn about each 
other, but what we do know is that the same 
God who called us together will continue to 
uphold and guide us into God’s preferred 
future.  We have the opportunity to share 
together in one of the most exciting times 
for ministry and partnering with God to 
share the good news Gospel of Jesus Christ 
with our community and world.  All of our 
lives have been changed because of Jesus, 
and we can’t help ourselves but to share 
that and invite others to experience it as 
well. 
 
I believe whole heartedly in the words of 
scripture you and I have been praying in the 
past weeks and conclude here, “Now to him 
who is able to do immeasurably more than 
all we ask or imagine, according to his 
power that is at work within us, to him be 
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and 
ever! Amen.” (Eph. 3:20-21)  I pray that our 
“�irst date” will be the beginning of 
something so amazing as a congregation 
that we can’t even imagine it now.  Until 
then, I’ll remain . . . 
 
Faithfully yours, 
 
Rev. Wade Gif�in  
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Trinity United Methodist Church: 
Strategic Planning Initiative 

Thank you to the nearly 150 Trinity members who came to our June 1st informational meeting on the vision for our church through the 
strategic planning initiatives. We have received very positive feedback from those who a ended and promise to continue our e orts to be 
transparent and keep you informed as we continue to move forward with these enhancements. We understand how passionately many of 
your feel about Trinity and we want you to know that we, too, are commi ed to making sure Trinity is around and thriving for many years to 
come. These initiatives have been led by a number of lay volunteers who have only our best interest in mind.  
 
For those who were unable to a end, the below chart is an explanation of the six areas of ministry we are working to enhance. These six 
areas were chosen among others as the most signi cant and important opportunities we are facing. Some of the areas have been visible to 
members of our congregation over the past few years and we are thankful to be taking action to improve.  
 
As promised, we will continue to report on our progress over the next several months. If you are interested in receiving this communication, 
please email Katy Wheat (kwheat@trinityumchurch.com) to be included in our distribution list. Again, we thank you for the continued 
partnership and dedication of all of our Trinity brothers and sisters. The future is so very bright! 

Welcome/Greeting:
Hospitality is a Biblical core value. This initiative helps us extend hospitality and 
welcome to all who come to Trinity to experience the Good News of the Gospel.

Transformation Track:
As United Methodists, we believe that we spend a lifetime growing in our relationship 
with Christ. This initiative seeks to look at ways to build a system for us to grow 
deeper in all seasons of our Christian journey.

Strengthening our Message (Communications):
Jesus has entrusted us with sharing the Gospel. This initiative looks at the many ways 
we can do this with a wide audience ranging from those already engaged in our church 
to those who have not yet connected.

Children’s Ministry/Kids Drag Parents to Church:
Ministry with children and families is the heartbeat of any community of faith. Our call 
by God to spread the Gospel certainly includes the capacity to pass the Gospel to the 
generations that follow. We remember Jesus’ words, “Allow the children to come to me.”

Simplify Governance:
How we best organize and streamline the ministry to faithfully lead the congregation 
and involve as many as possible in the meaningful mission and ministry.

Enhance Worship Experience:
Worship of God is a fundamental part of our spiritual lives. This initiative builds on the 
strong heritage of excellent worship at Trinity and ensures its relevance and capacity 
to grow followers of Jesus.



 

It is with great sadness that we announce the retirement of 
one of our �inest and most dedicated Trinity staff members 
and friends. Judy West, “the face of Trinity,” has served her 
last day as our Administrative Assistant to spend some 
much needed time with her husband, son, grandchildren, 
and the rest of her family and friends. And while we 
understand and support this next chapter in her life, we are 
fully aware there will never be another “Judy.” She’s in a 
class by herself, and we feel incredibly lucky to have been 
blessed by her many years of service to Trinity Church.   

Judy’s journey began 36 years ago when Dr. Gene Frazier 
asked her to "temporarily" work at Trinity. It was to be an 
interim position to help �ill a vacancy until a long term 
person could be hired. That temporary assistance has now 
spanned 4 Senior Pastors, several Capital Campaigns, 
multiple staff transitions, and countless baptisms, 
weddings, and funerals. In fact, very little has gone on at 
Trinity over the past 4 decades that was not touched by 
Judy’s handprint. 

Judy has been the "go to" person for decades. Whenever a 
bit of information has been needed, the widespread phrase 
used to answer the question is "ask Judy.” And Judy always 
has known how to address the issue. Rev. Brooks used to 
call Judy's of�ice "Mission Control" and observed that "Judy 
has been the glue holding everything together providing 
consistency and stability through more than three and one-
half decades of outstanding service to Christ and the 
Church." 

If you have ever phoned the church of�ice, you are familiar 
with the greeting, “Trinity Church, this is Judy.”  As Bonnie 
Weaver-Miller explains, “That greeting has created such a 
warm welcome and a feeling of belonging for so many of 
our Trinity family over the years. After we had been away 
from Trinity for a few years and felt God leading us back, I 
called the church of�ice to inquire about Bible study 

possibilities.  Judy’s greeting graciously opened the door to 
entreat me to enter. I knew I was home again.”  

Judy has made Trinity Church feel like home for many. In 
her time at Trinity, there are very few who have not been 
touched by Judy’s grace and hospitality. Her of�ice has been 
a port in the storm for hundreds of people who have found 
in Judy a sympathetic ear and source of wisdom and 
encouragement. It was never about her. She was the 
consummate listener who made everyone feel like they had 
her full attention.  

Ann & Charlie Stearns share what Judy has meant to them 
over their 47 years of membership at Trinity. “We were 
introduced to Judy West when her son Todd �irst enrolled 
in TUMPS and Ann was his teacher. Over many years, we 
have discovered that it is next to impossible to actually 
describe what Judy has meant to Trinity and to each of us.  
Gene Frazer, former Trinity Senior Minister, used the 
words, “Beyond Words.” Judy’s person and service have 
been “Beyond Words.” She is, and has been, the 
consummate “Right Hand of God,” and we saw that every 
day.” 

When asked to describe Judy, longtime friend and church 
member, Becky Hurst, listed the following attributes: 
“Gentle phone voice of Trinity, scheduler superb, keeper of 
the keys, �inder of the janitor, queen of the coffee machine, 
bulletin preparer, copier guru, master of church minutia-
THE GLUE THAT HOLDS TRINITY TOGETHER!!” 

Judy's friendly smile, calm demeanor, humble spirit, 
administrative skills, encouraging wisdom, and example of 
Christian discipleship have been an inspiration to 
thousands of people through her many years of service. She 
will be sorely missed, but we say a heartfelt thank you for a 
job superbly well done! 

*If you would like to honor Judy and thank her for her 

many years of service, you are encouraged to send a 

card to the church of�ice.  

Honoring Judy West:                          

The Glue That Holds Trinity Together 



 
 

 

Serve Your
Neighbor

Wild Animals! Reading Camp 

 

Our rst-ever very own reading 
camp will take place at Robert 
Louis Stevenson Elementary in 
Grandview Heights this 
summer for two weeks: July 

11, 13, 14, and 18, 20, and 21 

from 9 - 11 AM (Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday). 
Summer is a fun time for kids, but it’s also when kids 
forget some of what they learn toward the end of the 
year. Our camp will help prevent learning loss. Lay 

servants needed to provide healthy snacks, to help 
with reading comprehension, and to read aloud to 
rising 1st - 4th graders.  

Sign up here: h p://bit.ly/1NHmSk1 (case-sensitive) 

Saturday, August 20, from 8 AM – 2 PM, we'll be 
building the frame of a house in our church parking 
lot for Habitat for Humanity. Every age, skill level, and 
ability are welcome with special projects for kids and 
families. If you can hold a hammer, you can help build 
a house. If you cannot hold a hammer, we still have 
something for you. There’s a special need for those 
who can use an electric saw and are comfortable 
cu ng wood AND for building site leaders. Trinity 
Church exists to bring hope through the transforming 
love of Jesus Christ. What b er way to bring hope 
than to build it? Sign up here: h p://bit.ly/1U9iB8d 

 

 

Free Summer Lunch Program: 

We Need YOU! 

Hello Trinity! My name is Lydia Dunn. I will be a 
summer intern, supported by Trinity and leading 
one summer lunch site with Serving Our Neighbors 
(SON) Ministry’s Hilliard Free Summer Lunch 
Program. This is my third summer working for SON, 
and I am excited to share this ministry with all of 
you. The summer would be a great time to get to 
know the children and families we serve, provide 
nu tious food, teach life lessons, and have a great, 
fun summer! 
 

 
 
I invite you to serve with the children at my Lunch 
site this summer. It is a perfect way to impact your 
community and tangibly share God’s love! There 
are many d erent opportun ti  for serving, and 
each piece is tical to God’s Ministry; whatever 
your gi s may be, we can use them! 
 
Possible Opportunities and Needs: 

� Passing out/packing lunches (a HUGE support 
to summer  

� Assi ti g with the entrepreneurial businesses 
the children start each year (prepping food or 
mentoring children in business) 

� Reading with children 
� Playing games with children 
� Leading a special activity of your choice 
� Prayer partners 

For more inform tion, visit www.son-
ministries.org/to-volunteer/, or I would love to 
speak to you in person during my Book 
Talk/Mission Walk on June 12 at 10 AM in Room 
208-209 about your gi  and possibil ti  
 
In Christ,  
Lydia Dunn, Summer Intern 



 
 
 
 

Looking ahead … 

Membership @ Trinity – Find a new way to belong. 
Connect and commit. Trinity’s three-week membership 
experience, Sundays, August 21 through September 11 
(No class September 4), from 5:30 – 8 PM. Light dinner 
and childcare provided.  

Alpha Course – Consider it Christianity 101. The best 
place to ask your unanswered questions about what it 
means to be a Christian. Wednesdays, September 7 
through October 26, from 7:30 – 8 PM, at Grandview 
Grind (1423-A Grandview Avenue, 43212). Childcare 
provided. 

Animate: Bible – Reinvigorate and deepen your 
understanding of the Bible. Encounter scripture in new 
ways. Sundays, October 30 through November 27, from 
6 – 7:30 PM. Childcare provided.  

Let us know if you’re coming by contacting the Church 
O ce at 614-488-0695. 

 

BOOK TALKS & MISSION WALKS 

20/30s – Summer Plans? 

If you don’t have them, we do! Add these to your calendar. 
Can’t wait to see you! 
 
Thursday, June 2: BBQ – From 6 - 8 PM at Pastor Katy's House 
(3567 Stockholm Road, Westerville, 43081). Please bring 
a side dish to share. 

Sunday, June 12: Othello – At 7 PM, Shakespeare in the Park at 
Schiller Park. (Free, bring a blanket, and a snack to share) 

Tuesday, July 5: Taproom Theology – From 6 - 8 PM at The 
Ohio Taproom (1291 West 3rd Ave, 43212). Good local drinks. 
Great conversations. (Free, drinks for purchase) 

Thursday, July 28: Blazing Saddles – At 7 PM at The Ohio 
Theater (39 East State Street, 43215). Tickets $4 at the 
window. 

Trinity's second annual outdoor baptism and baptism 
remembrance celebration. We're heading back to Friendship Park 
(150 Oklahoma Ave., 43230) in Gahanna on Sunday, August 14, at 
1 PM er 11 AM worship). If you'd like to be baptized or would 
like to celebrate the commitment to Christ you made previously 
(or your parents made on your behalf), join us! We’ll celebrate 

with music and good food and connect with friends, old and new 
alike. Baptisms will take place in the creek so wear something you 
don’t mind ng wet. If you feel so inclined, bring a food dish to 
share. Let us know you're coming by conta ting the Church at 614-

488-0695 or trinityo ce@trinityumchurch.com. 
 

Book Talks are back! Talks and Walks take place on Sundays in 
Room 208-209. New to this living and learning summer series 
are opportun ties at both 10 and 11 AM – many Sunday 
mornings. We’ll explore a di erent book, question, mission trip, 
or idea each week. Each week is di erent, and each will impact 
your growth in faith! 

June 19 @ 10 and 11 AM – Kevin Holtsberry shares a Narrative-
Historical approach to theology. 

June 26 @ 10 and 11 AM – Theresa Wallington &  Tipton 
share from their extensive and well-read experience. 

July 3 @ 10 and 11 AM – Carol Brand shares Sensible Shoes: A 
Story About the Spiritual Journey by, Sharon Garlough Brown 

Check out the full schedule on our website at: 
 trinityumchurch.com/trinitygroups/book-talks-mission-walks 
 

 
 



 

Alan Field and Hunter John take a 
break from bouldering during our 
May De ti ation Unknown. 

Trinity welcomed 14 Con rmands 
into Membership on May 15. These 
students were such a blessing to 
teach:  Funny, smart, inquisitive, and 

lled with the love and grace of 
Jesus! 

Students going on the June mission 
trip to Cuba help Betsey Grover put 

ishing touches on the last 
Fellowship Dinner of the year. 

What be er way to celebrate Spring 
and warm weather than a team-
building challenge in the Courtyard?! 

  
  Summer Kicko Event: Clippers vs 

Durham! 
End of Year Progressive Dinner. We 
ate so much food!   



Our Church Family… 
In Sympathy: Trinity sympathies are extended to Pam and Craig Cassell and Family in the passing of Pam’s mother, Leona (Lee) 
Gillespie…to Norma Wilhelm and Laura Roberts and Family in the passing of Trinity member, Dale Wilhelm… to Judy and Clarence 
West in the passing of Judy’s mother, Ruby Malone…to Jan and Jim Pepper and Family in the passing of Jan’s brother, James A. 
(Nicklis) Philput…to Wade and Marty Steen and Family in the passing of Wade’s stepmother, Margery Steen… to Rocky Riddle and 
Family in the passing of Rocky’s grandfather, James Nelson… to Binnie Donahue and Family in the passing of her husband, Brian 
Donahue…and to Don and Joni Ross and Family in the passing of Don’s mother, Thelma Ross... to David Williams and Patricia and 
Mark French and Families in the passing of Velma Williams. 

 
Births: The roses on the altar were presented with thanksgiving to God for the birth of Lucca May Aileen Richter, daughter of Trillion 
and Barrett. Paternal grandparents are Laura and Phil… and for the birth of Addison Lee and Laura Jo Roberts, daughters of Jessica 
and Dale, born May 17, 2016.  Laura Roberts is the paternal grandmother and Norma and the late Dale Wilhelm are the great 
grandparents. 
 

Gifts to Trinity Foundation: The Trinity Foundation exists to provide funding for vital aspects of the Christian ministry of Trinity UMC 
that cannot normally be supported by the church’s annual operating budget. Gifts to the Foundation may be made to honor living loved 
ones or as a memorial to family or friends who have passed away. The following gifts are IN MEMORY OF: 

 

 

 
 

Gordon Gaines 
Jacquelyn Studebaker 
Phillip and Katherine Love 
James and Nancy Monahan 
 
Paul “Bud” Savage 
James and Nancy Monahan 
Dan Magnuson 
Gary and Carol Brand  
Betty Creagan 
Keith and Carolyn DeVoe 
Wade and Marty Steen 
Jim and Susan Hency 
Charles and Marilyn Barker 
Jim and Connie McCall 
Barna Graves 

Sondra Matter 
Bill and Barbara Coombs 
C. John and Flo Ann Easton 
Mary C. Lewis 
 
Phyllis Havener  
James and Nancy Monahan 
Lydia Hadley 
Gary and Carol Brand  
Mark and Patty French 
Charles and Marilyn Barker 
David and Velma Williams 
Philip and Victoria Moseley 
Gary and Carol Brand 
Gary and Barbara Orr 
Betty Creagan 

Phyllis and Bill Havener  
Jim and Sue Benes 
 

Lucille Anderson 
Carol and Nick Hainen 
 
Ruby Malone 
Philip and Victoria Moseley 
Ed and Jeanie Spiker 
Bob and Cheryl Parsons 
Gary and Carol Brand 
Betty Creagan 
Charles and Marilyn Barker 
 
Joe Ohlinger 
Bob and Cheryl Parsons 
David Guthrie  

Dale Wilhelm: 
Philip and Victoria Moseley 
Gary and Carol Brand 
Bob and Cathy Warmbrod 
James and Becky Oberla 
Marilee Dam 
Alberta Kaiser 
Richard and Karen Hopper 
Betty Creagan 
Jim and Janette Pepper 
Charles and Marilyn Barker 
 

Dorothy Combs “Dottie” 
Jacob 
Dan Magnuson 
 

We’ve had a few people ask, “Where’s  
my Trinity Times?” Don’t worry! You  
haven’t missed a thing. In an effort to  
best utilize our �inancial resources, our  
leadership staff made the decision to  
distribute our newsletter seasonally  
rather than monthly. With printing and  
mailing, this is a dramatic savings over  
the course of the year. We are trying to  
put the most pertinent information in the newsletter 
and have all other important information on our 
website, in the bulletin, or on any of our 3 social media 
sites.  
 
And don’t forget, you can help us to better maximize 
our missions by signing up to receive your Trinity 
Times digitally instead of in print. A big thanks to 
everyone who has already visited our website to sign 
up. 
 

Where is my Trinity 

Times? 

Upcoming Summer Maintenance  

& Repair Schedule 

 
We will be performing a variety of annual maintenance tasks, 
repairs, and overall general deep cleaning of the Sanctuary, Chapel, 
and Fellowship Hall from July 25th through August 17th. So that we 
can most effectively carry out all of the necessary tasks, we will need 
to limit access to the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at certain times. 
All worship services on July 31st will be in the Sanctuary, and all 
worship services on August 7th and 14th will be in Fellowship Hall.  
Our outstanding Ministry Team has already begun planning how to 
manage our worship services during this period to best serve our 
congregation. We ask that you join us in looking at this three-week 
period not as a problem but as a “puzzle.” The puzzle may be a 
chance for many of us who have not worshipped in another part of 
our church to do so and in the process see other members of our 
congregation that we might not normally see.  And when we are all 
done we hope that you’ll look at our already beautiful church and 
say WOW!   
 
Thank you in advance for your patience during this period.   
 
- Wade Steen, Interim Business Manager 
 



Trinity’s 2016 Vacation Bible School 
Bring your entire family and Catch the Wave! This summer our Vacation Bible School 
will be an experience that the entire family will enjoy. For three Wednesday evenings 
(July 20, July 27, and August 3) from 5:30-8:00 PM, you are invited to come and 
journey through just a few of the many water stories in the Bible. Explore God’s special 
message as taught through Moses, Jesus’ Baptism, and Jesus with his Disciples. 

Our evenings will begin with a family style meal at 5:30pm. (Children 6 and under must 
be accompanied by an adult). Then from 6:30-8:00 PM, the fun continues with hands-on 
activities and discussions for all ages. 

 Children 3yrs. (by June 1, 2016, and potty-trained) through the 5th grade will 
rotate with their age group in crafts, science, and Bible Adventures sessions. 

 Middle School and High School youth are invited to volunteer to assist younger 
children. Registration form is required. 

 Parents – there is even a group for you. This is your opportunity to meet our 
new Senior Pastor, Wade Gif�i , up close and personal! 

Registration is now open and can be done by �illing out a form in the Atrium or by 
downloading our registration form on our church website and returning back to the 
church of�ice. Because we are serving dinner this year, it is very helpful to have an 
accurate count of all family members so we can plan accordingly. 

As always, our VBS is only a success because of the wonderful volunteers, both young 
and old. If you are interested in helping this year (even if you can only commit to one 
evening), please �ill out a form (located in the Atrium and on the website) and return to 
Carla Fox-Chiles. You can contact her at cfoxchiles@trinityumchurch.com. 

We are so excited to bring the family together this year. It is sure to be a summer full of 
water, waves, and fun! 
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