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Dear Friends, 

 

An exciting vision has become a reality 

at Trinity!  And it’s just in time for the 

Advent season. 

 

We have been casting a vision for the 

launch of a new Children’s Ministry 

since the beginning of the summer.  I 

have a strong belief that the health and 

vitality of a congregation both in the 

present and into the future is its 

capacity to nurture our young ones in 

their faith.  Our vision includes both our 

children whose families are already a 

part of the Trinity family, but also the 

countless children in our extended 

community who currently have no 

place to learn about faith.  We want 

Trinity to be a place where children will 

invite other children to TrinityKids on a 

Sunday morning and, as a result of 

their experience, “drag their parents to 

church!”  Additionally, children’s 

ministry is clearly one of a church’s 

greatest opportunities to include new 

families. 

 

That is why I am so excited that 

“TrinityKids” is set to launch on the 

morning of Sunday, November 27.  This 

is a great day to begin as it is also the 

�irst Sunday of Advent.  In fact, this 

entire process and implementation feel 

quite metaphorical to the Advent 

season. After all, Advent is the time we 

spend preparing for and anticipating 

the coming of Christ. Friends, there has 

been considerable preparation and 

excitement for this new ministry and 

we truly believe it will be an amazing 

gift for the children and families in the 

Tri-Village area.  

 

Our Interim Director of Children’s 

Ministry, Carla Fox Chiles, along with a 

team of passionate and energetic lay 

volunteers have been working overtime 

to prepare for our launch.  They have 

been painting walls, creating signs, 

recruiting teachers, cleaning out rooms 

and developing curriculum so that our 

children and families, both new and old, 

will know from the moment they walk 

through our doors that they are an 

important and vital part of our 

congregation. Words cannot express 

how thankful we are to Carla and her 

entire team for re-visioning this 

ministry and putting in the hard work 

and long hours to make it happen.  

 

The next page is �illed with information 

about what the Advent season has to 

offer our children and families. Please 

take the time to look it over and pass 

along to any families who might bene�it 

from these ministries. 

 

And to the rest of the congregation, I 

ask this of you. Please be in prayer that 

this new ministry will be instrumental 

in the formation of our children’s faith 

journeys. Perhaps you are searching for 

ways that your “holiday gifts” can have 

an impact far past Christmas day.  

Might you consider being a part of the 

TrinityKids Ministry Team? We are a 

congregation of great capacity and love 

and there is no greater gift than to 

contribute to the positive growth of a 

child.  

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Wade 

 

P.S. If you see a person wearing a red 

TrinityKids t-shirt, don’t forget to stop 

them and say “thank you!” They’ve been 

working hard. 

 

“The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.” 

       -Isaiah 11:6 (NRSV) 

T I M E S



  
Join us on November 27 for the annual Hanging of the 
Greens at Trinity UMC.  The festivities will begin at 5:00 
p.m. with a delicious, kid-friendly dinner served by the 
Trinity Youth in Fellowship Hall. While joining in 
fellowship, families will have the opportunity to decorate 
an ornament to be displayed on the Christmas tree 
located in the Narthex for the Christmas season. A er 
dinner, you are invited to gather in the sanctuary where 
we will sing carols, decorate a tree, light the Advent 
wreath, and enjoy a Christmas story read by Pastor 
Wade.  
 
The entire evening is sure to be a wonderful kicko  to 
your holiday celebration. Plan now to be a part of this 
exciting event at Trinity and start the Advent season o  
on the right foot - pointing toward the birth of Jesus!  

 

November 27 is a big day for our Trinity families! We have 
chosen st day of Advent to launch our new 

TrinityKids, a program created by tionally recognized 
and highly acclaimed Orange curriculum. This is a new way 
to engage children ages 4 - Grade 5 in an e ti g Christi n 

Edu tion experience.  Children in these age groups will 
gather at either 9:00 or 10:00 a.m. in Room 209.  While 

gathered with friends, they will explore a monthly theme 
through story, songs, plays, and videos before breaking out 

into age appropriate groups for games, creative art 
tiv ties and more. New and ex ting things are being 

planned and each month there is a di erent virtue to 
learn.  December’s theme is JOY - how to be happy when 

things don’t go your way. We are so excited about this new 
chapter in our children’s ministry and are looking forward 

to the JOY this it will bring to our TrinityKids! 
 

* Two and three year olds will continue their Sunday 
experience in Room 133 and babies in the Nursery. 

 

We are excited to announce Trinity’s Children’s Choir is in 
session! Director Katie Widing has been working hard 
teaching our children a few beloved Christmas carols that 
will be be performed during the 10:00 a.m. Contemporary 
Service on Sunday, December 18. Interested children in 
Kindergarten through 5th grades are invited to join Katie 
and friends every Tuesday from 4:00 – 4:45 p.m. for choir 
practice. Sign-up forms and more information is available 
at www.trinityumchurch.com/childrens/choir/. And if 
your children are interested in participating in the choir 
but are unable to make it this Christmas, keep your eyes 
open for information about our Lenten sessions. 



 
Giving THANKS for a  

Great Start! 

 
Dear Ones, 
 
In wrapping up this season of Thanksgiving and heading into the Advent and Christmas 
season, I nd myself giving thanks to God for the amazing privilege and honor of serving 
alongside you at Trinity.  I am also thankful for the amazing people who make up this 
congreg tion.  I am constantly learning something new about someone’s gi edness for 
ministry and am in awe of the amazing capacity we have for Christ’s work in the Tri-
Village and around the world. 
 
Over the past several months I have had a chance to get to spend some close up time 
with a number of folks in a variety of ways: meeting with ministry teams, small groups, 
congreg tional meals, etc.  There have been a steady number of “Meet and Greets” as 
well. These have been invaluable in helping me get to know the congregation be er, 
understand your hopes and dreams along with even some fears and grieving.  You have 
also given me space to cast vision and dream with you about some of what God’s 
preferred future might look like at Trinity.  We have talked about ways to build on our 
strong tradition as a congreg tion as we move faithfully into God’s future together.  
Thank you! 
 
There are some exciting initi tives coming online as a result of the great work you began 
before I arrived here in the development of a strategic plan.  This was a great decision.  
Churches who are thriving and vital o en do this kind of detailed analysis of their 
ministry and use it to move into the next season of ministry in an informed way.  By way 
of example, we celebrate the transition to a Leadership Board model of governance that 
is already enabling us to be nimbler in making decisions and deploying folks for ministry.  
Our brand new Children’s Ministry called TrinityKids launch date of November 27th was 
ambitious, but our amazing team has worked diligently all Fall to make the launch date 
real!  Hundreds of you participated in our e ort to combine our worship and discipleship 
small groups in a 5-week series entitled “Living the Five.”  And who can forget how we 
framed a house in our parking lot one Saturday morning in under three hours?  These 
are just a few examples of the countless ways this vital congreg tion is faithfully 
following Christ’s leading.  
 
There is so much frui ul ministry ahead for us together and I am certain that my 
thankfulness to God that has started will only grow as we follow the leading of the Holy 
Spirit into God’s future.  May God bless you in this season full of ways to honor God 
through Christ.  And as always, I’ll remain . . .  
 
Faithfully yours, 
Rev. Wade Gi n, Senior Pastor  
 

KITS Christmas 

Poinsettia Delivery 

 
The KITS 'Keep in Touch' Program at 
Trinity is hosting out biggest annual event: 
Poinse a delivery.  On Monday 
December 12th, 8 cases of poinse as will 
be delivered and arranged with cards. 
Pickup will begin on Tuesday, December 
13th, ending Friday December 16th.  These 

owers will be delivered to our elderly 
and shut-in Church brethren.  We will 
need add tional hands!  If you have any 
interest in parti pating please email Beth 
Sta ord at sta ordbeth115@gmail.com, 
or come to Church the 13-16th of 
December and sign up to deliver to 
someone!  There is always a list of folks to 
whom no regular deliverer is assigned.   
  
After Christmas: The Poinse as used to 
decorate the Altar in the Sanctuary and 
the Poinse a Tree in the Atrium are 
available er the Christmas services are 
over. Any of the Poinse as that are 
l over will be delivered as a donation to 
Carrie's Cafe` at Life Care Alliance. The 
Cafe` serves as a gathering for Low 
Income Housing project residents. Life 
Care Alliance o ers healthcare, nutrition, 
and social events to elderly Columbus 
residents. Add tional help with this 
ministry is always welcome. 
  
Have a Blessed Christmas season! 
 
In Christ, 
Beth St ord 

Poinsettia Sale! 
Trinity’s Altar Guild will be holding their annual Poinse a Sale the mornings of Sunday November 
20, 27 & December 4 in the Trinity Atrium & Fellowship Parlor. Your donation of $10 per poinse a 
can be made in honor or memory of a loved one and will be printed for keepsake in the Sunday 
bulletin. The owers will be displayed for Christmas Even and are available to be taken home by 
the donor the 11 p.m. service. Thank you for helping to make our church beauti  for the 



 

Here we go to Mexico! Our Volunteers in Mission (VIM) leaves for Nuevo 
Progreso, Mexico from January 11 – 15, 2017.  This year, a medical team of doctors, 
nurses, pharmacists, and helping hands will run our Clinics, while a constru tion team will 
build a dorm at an orphanage.  

In Tamaulipas County (where we serve), there are two doctors for every 1,000 people. Our three clinics provide care to 300+ 
neighbors. We are in need of toothpaste, toothbrushes, and gi  cards to provide extra care to those we serve. Kids’ dental items are 
especially welcome. Drop o  your generous donations in the Church O ce. Monetary donations are also welcome to support 

constru tion. You may give online: trinityumchurch.com/health.htm or make checks 
payable to Trinity with “VIM ‘17” in the Memo. 

Will you pray for us by name while we’re in Mexico? Our team members are Diane 
Ashley, Lauren Ashley, Peter Borhauer, Katy Wheat Borhauer, Kelly Cantwell, Greg 
Cantwell, Ruth Dangel, Ma  Doyle, Jill Gross, Anna Hahn, Julie Kennerly, Chris Rhoades, 
Karen Rizk, Marty Rupp, Summit Shah, Paul Sipp, Rhonda Sipp, Dallas Smith, and Ann 
Turner. Every gi  of prayer and nancial support will help us to show Christ’s love to our 
neighbors in Mexico.

 

This year, Columbus-area partners will distribute 1,270 Bethlehem on Broad (BOB) boxes of 
food to families in need. Boxes feed a family of four (4) for three meals (3) for four days (4). 
Trinity’s goal is 500 BOB boxes – almost 40% of the total! Sign up to give your time online at 
trinityumchurch.com/missions/food/  

Truck Unloading – Friday, 12/2 @ 8:00 a.m. – Unload the food and supplies from the Kroger 
truck. 

Packing Day – Friday, 12/2@ 2:30 p.m. – Pack 500 BOB boxes with food, enjoy great fellowship. 
Great for families. 

Delivery Day– Friday, 12/2 @ 5:00 p.m. & Saturday, 12/3 @ 8:00 a.m. - Load 500 BOB boxes to 
be delivered to Broad Street UMC. Great for middle and high school youth. 

Distribution Day - Saturday, 12/10 @ 12:30 p.m. – Distribute BOB Boxes at the Broad Street 
UMC. Families in need come to Broad Street, and Trinity volunteers help to pick up and load boxes for them. 

How to Give:  

1. Give the g  of a whole box ($75) or partial box ($37.50). G s of all 
amounts are welcome.  

2. Make your donation: 1) At the BOB tables in the Atrium and 
Fellowship Hall 2) In the o ering plate on Sunday morning 3) Mailed 
into the Trinity O ce (Make checks payable to Trinity UMC with 
“BOB 2017” in the Memo Line) 4) Online at 
trinityumchurch.com/missions/food/  

3. When you give, we’ll give you a “BOB Box Card,” a great way to 
share your BOB Box donation as a g  to a loved-one during this 
holiday season. 

 

 

 

Each Christmas, our partner Serving our 
Neighbors (SON) Ministries opens the 
Good Tidings Christmas Store. This is a 
gi  store that helps families in the 
Hilliard School District who could not otherwise 

ord gi s for this Christmas season. 
The store gives those with limited incomes a 
way to shop for their children 0-18 yrs. at a 
VERY low cost (usually 10% of retail), while 
respe ting their dignity – it’s a 'hand up', not a 
'hand out.' All sales generate income to 

purchase add onal toys for the store, making 
the shoppers donors for their 
neighbors! Navigate to a full list of needs at 
trinityumchurch.com/serve/education  

 Your
NeighborServe



Looking ahead … 

Animate: Practices – Discover, again or 
for the rst time, the central p ti es of 
the Ch tian faith (prayer, ting, worship, 
sacraments, giving, service, and 
community). Each help us grow closer to 
Jesus. Coming? Contact the Church O ce.  

Wednesdays | January 18 - February 15 | 6:00 

– 7:30 p.m. | Chapel | Childcare Available 

Membership @ Trinity – Find a new way 
to belong. Connect and commit. Trinity’s 
three-week membership experience.  Light 
dinner provided. 

Sundays | February 5 – 26 | 5:30 – 8:00 p.m. | 

Chapel | Childcare Available 

Alpha Course – Consider it Christi nity 
101. The best place to ask your unanswered 
questions about what it means to be a 
Ch tian.  

Wednesdays | February 22 - April 12 | 7:30 – 

9:00 p.m. | Grandview Grind (1423A 

Grandview Ave., 43212) | Childcare Available 

 
Longest Night Worship 
Service   
Sunday, December 18 | 6:00 p.m. | Trinity 

Chapel 

Christmas is a painful ti e for some. The 
rst without a loved family member. A 

reminder of broken relationships. Or just 
always tough. The constant refrain in the 
media, in shopping malls, and churches 
about the season’s joy reminds many of 
what they’ve lost or have never had. Some 
feel very alone in the midst of celebration. 

Some need the space and time to acknowledge sadness and concern. 

Worship with us on the longest night of the year. We’ll share prayers, hear 
the comfort of God’s word in scripture, and lift our voices in song – 
acknowledging that God’s presence is for those who mourn and struggle – 
and that God’s Word comes to shine light into our darkness. All are welcome. 

 

New Groups for New People 
We believe that life change happens best in circles, not in rows. 
That life is best lived with other people who will challenge, 
support, encourage, and love you in every season of life.  

Find a brand new Community Group at the next Connection. In 
90 minutes, we’ll help you connect with others (men, women, 
young adults, parents, singles, and/or couples). Then, your group 
will test-drive group life for ve weeks, meeting either in your 
home or at the church. 

Sunday, January 22 | 5 – 6:30 p.m. | Trinity’s Fellowship Hall| Childcare 

 

“God Is With Us” Advent Class 2016 

Wednesdays | November 30 – December 21 | 6:00 p.m.| Chapel | Childcare available 

Rev. Wade n will lead us in an Advent study that will encourage us to celebrate we 
worship a God who loves the world enough to become h and walk on earth. We’ll be 
using the Advent devotional “God is With Us” by Robin Wilson. Copies are available for 
purchase in the Church O ce for $10. We look forward to your joining us as we learn and 
grow this Advent season. And remember, you don’t need to join the study to tilize this 
inspi tional devotional!  
 

 
 



 

Advent & Christmas 
Advent and Christmas are an exciting time to be in student ministry! We'll do our 
annual Ugly Sweater Christmas Party (and White Elephant Gift Exchange!), of 
course, as well as purchase gifts for local children and strain our eyes in our 
Christmas movie marathon. But more important than the fun and hot chocolate 
and laughter, our conversations will center around "Another Christmas Story." 
We'll use the figures of Simeon and Zechariah as a launching point for 
conversations about how the story of Christ's birth 2000 years ago is interwoven 
into our lives today; God's story is our story and it's a story that comes with 
unexpected encounters, twists, and turns. We invite you to look at our lesson 
topics and scripture below and pray that as we travel through this holy season, 
students might encounter Christ all over again, writing God even more fully into 
the story of their lives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
GOD IS WORKING IN 

YOUR STORY 
Luke 2:25-33 

1  
 

GOD'S STORY  > YOUR 
ASSUMPTIONS 

Luke 1:11-18, 34-38 

2  
 

A TRADITION OF 
STORYTELLING 

Luke 2:1-20 

3 

  

Student Ministry 
Fall Service:

The hands and 
feet of Christ

Home-cooked 
lasagna at the 

YWCA 
Family Center

Flood buckets for 
UMCOR disaster 
relief in Louisiana

Healthy snacks and 
tutoring assistance 

at 
SON Ministries



Our Church Family… 
Trinity sympathies are extended to the Oberla Family in the passing of Trinity member Jim Oberla’s mother, Ruth Oberla… to the Family of Trinity 
member Lucille Tresch, in her passing… to Nancy Eisnaugle and Family in the passing of her husband, William Eisnaugle… to Trinity member Patrick 
Crawford and Family in the passing of Patrick’s wife and Trinity member, Cherry Crawford… and to Trinity member Jennifer Czerwonka and Family 
in the passing of Jennifer’s husband, Kevin Czerwonka, son-in-law of Jim and Jane Ayers. 
 

Gi to Trinity Found ti : The Trinity Foundation exists to provide funding for vital aspects of the Christian ministry of Trinity UMC that cannot 
normally be supported by the church’s annual operating budget. Gi s to the Found tion may be made to honor living loved ones or as a memorial 
to family or friends who have passed away. The following gi s are  IN MEMORY OF: 

 

 
 

 

Art Bramel 

Charles and Marilyn Barker 

 

Bill Eisnaugle 

Nancy Eisnaugle 

 
Paul Slade 

Marilyn and Dick Briggs 

Tom Hamilton 

Shirley Biegler 

Barna Graves 

Gary and Carol Brand 

Carol Lepsik 

IT Risk Team, Huntington 

Bank 

Philip and Victoria Moseley 

Charles and Marilyn Barker 

Judy Coles 

 

Tom and Ann Hamilton 

Jim and Nadine Spencer 

Bob and Cheryl Parsons 

Janet Linker 

 

Dale Wilhelm 

Margaret Chambers 

 

 

 

* And by Bob & Cheryl Parsons in celebration of the marriage of Scott & Theresa Tipton 

‘Tis the Season for Kindness 
 
I read a book several years ago called A Secret Gift, by Ted Gup, that told of a man who gave anonymous �inancial gifts to families during 
The Great Depression.  The gifts were not large but gave great relief to those who received them.  It must have been rewarding to the 
donor, but the most important point for me was that the donor was never revealed.  Requests were made only to a post of�ice box 
number.  It was many years later that the donor’s grandson found a suitcase �illed with the request letters and put the stories into this 
book. 
  
It brought to mind a more personal story.  While stopping to buy peaches from a roadside vendor along Riverside Drive here in 
Columbus, I asked the gentleman who was selling the peaches where he lived.  The location was 45 miles away, near where I had lived as 
a child.  I then asked him about someone I still knew there.  To our surprise, we knew the same man.  He spoke of the kindness he had 
experienced when he was a young teen.  When he had come to work in clothes that would have been unsafe for farm work, the man had 
driven him to a nearby store and bought blue jeans for him.  In those days, jeans with big holes in the knees were a sign of need, not 
fashion.  He also provided a meal for the young man each day.  That man who had offered kindness was my father!  I had never heard the 
story. 
  
When we give gifts or express a kindness, we seldom have any idea how those gifts or kindnesses may affect the life of another person. 
  
When the Trinity Foundation was established in 1982, the hope was that many gifts would be received to supplement what the church's 
annual budget could provide and that the Foundation funds would be seed money for new projects that could touch lives in ways then 
and still unknown. 
  
As we approach the Advent season with the greatest gift of all in mind, you may consider a gift to the Trinity Foundation.  Do you have a 
dream for the church?  Do you envision spreading the gospel through the use of technology, music or guest speakers?  Do you have a 
mission in mind for our community, across town, or far away?  Do you have an idea for welcoming visitors to our church?  Are you an 
adult Sunday school class or graduating class who wants to provide a gift and a challenge to others?  Are you a family who has saved 
coins in a jar throughout the year?  Perhaps you are looking for the perfect gift for a family member or friend.  Perhaps you would like to 
honor someone for a kindness, a celebration, a birthday, an anniversary or provide a special memorial for a loved one.  
  
The Foundation receives gifts of all sizes – large and small and is grateful for all gifts received.  Undesignated gifts are always welcome as 
it allows the Foundation great �lexibility to meet unexpected needs.  Or, you may wish to designate a gift to the ministry of the church, 
the mission of the church or the youth of the church.  All gifts are welcome. 
  
If you have thoughts for estate planning gifts, you may contact Wade Steen in the �inance of�ice, a Foundation Member or any clergy for 
assistance. 
  
As our congregation studies Scripture and considers ways to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ throughout the coming year, imagine 
the many possibilities.  May those who receive our Trinity Foundation gifts experience the Good News for generations to come. 
  
Millie McVey 
Foundation Member 
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