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Dear Friends, 
 
In this passage above, Jesus is gathered with his 
disciples and closest friends on their last night 
together.  These two verses have captured my 
attention in the past couple of weeks. In the 
fuller narrative about this last night, we see Jesus 
getting in some �inal instructions and teachings. 
He is also reminding them of all they have 
learned from him.  
 
Christians are not doing any better than secular 
society through these turbulent times. I follow 
Christian folks on social media, blogs, and other 
publications. Additionally, many of you are in my 
Facebook friends list.  What I have seen in the 
ways professing Jesus-followers are expressing 
their opinions has been breaking my heart. 
 
To be clear, I am not saying we should not be 
engaged in these conversations. I think it is very 
important that the Christian community �ind its 
voice and express it always.  What I mean is how 
I see it happening: the words we use, the mean-
spirited quips and replies, and the choice of 
others’ content we repost. I also am heartbroken 
about the way I see Jesus-followers responding to 
each other as well. I realize not everyone is on 
social media, but the practice still holds true for 
our everyday conversations and interactions. 
 
My sense is that these turbulent times are not 
going to be short-lived, but that we are likely in 
this for a while.  My pastoral ask is that we 
continue to engage the conversations and the 
world in prophetic ways, but do so in a way that 
Jesus would be honored.   
 
Please join my prayers for the world, its leaders, 
its peoples, and its peace.  Please speak out 
words of truth formed from your prayer life, your 
honest searching of the scriptures and not sound 
bites from your favorite news outlet. 
 
When you see something or read something with 
which you disagree, especially from someone in 
your church family, please don’t make it a social 
media style of response.  God �igured out a long 
time ago that we humans do our best work 
“incarnationally.” When the law and the 
prophets could not accomplish God’s design, God 
decided the best thing to do is to come to us, in 
human form – the man we know as Jesus – face 

to face, physically present.  What would it 
look like if instead of �iring off a response 
online, you invited someone to coffee?  Not 
to try to convince them of something, but to 
ask them to share their story and what has 
formed their thoughts.  Then ask each other, 
“where do we �ind Jesus’ truth in our two 
stories?”   
 
I want to say something about the word 
“truth.”  My colleague Eric Law who is an 
Asian-American with Chinese heritage 
taught me about the Chinese symbol for 
truth.  It had such a profound effect on how 
I think about truth.  It is three characters 
stacked one on top of the other: the top is 
the character for the number 10.  The 
middle character is for the word “eyes.” And 
the bottom is the character for the word 
“table.”  When you put them together truth 
is “10 eyes on the table.”  It is the reminder 
that no one person’s perspective is the 
complete truth, but we glean that truth 
from shared stories and experiences.  When 
we get at least 10 different eyes around the 
table, we are more likely to understand 
truth.  Having coffee with someone invites 
at least one more set of eyes and broadens 
all our understanding. 
 
Friends, we are the hands and feet and voice 
of Christ.  This is our time, this is our season 
to show the world that because Christ is in 
us and with us, we are different than the 
world.  On March 1, we begin the journey of 
Lent where we are invited to deep inner 
spiritual work. Repentance is a common 
theme of Lent. Repentance put in a simple 
form means that we turn and go a new way.  
I like to say that Jesus allows U-Turns!  I 
cannot think of a better time for us to 
practice a new way of living out our 
Christian faith. Let’s be the ones who lead 
the way to a preferred future and model 
Jesus’ reminder on that last night, “By this 
everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.”   
 
And as always, I remain . . . 
 
Faithfully yours, 
 
Pastor Wade 
 

 “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you 
also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35) 
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During the beginning implement tions of the Strategic Plan, we promised you increased 
and improved communic tion about our ministry, including stewardship of the use of 
the nancial resources you have gi ed the church. As we begin 2017, we felt it 
important to share with you a review of our 2016 operating results and a general 
overview of the 2017 operating budget approved by the Leadership Board.  
 
The summarized 2016 operating results were:  

 
Total o ertory and related income of $1.46 million 
Total income of $1.503 million 
Total s  related expenses of $923,000 
Total operating and prog tic expenses of $424,000 
Total Apportionments to the Conference and District of $203,000 
Total expenses of $1.516 million 
Operating shor all for the year of $13,000 
 
Given the pastoral changes we’ve experienced over the last several years, ending 2016 
with a very modest de t is quite impressive. This de cit also includes some much 
needed deferred building maintenance and repairs that were not originally allocated for 
2016 but were critical to complete and will allow our facilities to last further into the 
future.  
 
In looking to 2017, the operating budget approved by the Leadership Board in December 
includes total revenues of $1,608 million and expenses, apportionments and alloc tions 
of $1,604 million.  
 
The summarized 2017 operating budget includes:  

 
Total o ertory and related income of $1.57 million 
Total income of $1.608 million 
Total s  related expenses of $884,000 
Total operating and prog tic expenses of $447,000 
Total Apportionments to the Conference and District of $203,000 
Total resources to be allocated of $70,000 
Total expenses of $ $1.604 million 
Budgeted operating surplus for the year of $4,000 
 
You will notice a decrease in s  expenses which was made possible through the 
realignment of certain positions and responsibilities and allows for an increase in 
programming expenses for ministries such as Trinity Kids, Small Group Ministries, Web 
Ministry, and our youth program. You may have also noted above that we set aside 
$70,000 to be allocated based on new ideas and/or needs that develop unexpected 
ministry opportunities that present during the year. The Leadership Board wanted to 
allow exibility and space for growth as God guides us. Lastly, we are also planning for 
some additional repairs and maintenance to our church building and parsonage next 
year. 
 
The 2017 Commitment Campaign was a success!  Many of you took the step to lean 
deeper into your annual giving as we saw an average pledge commitment increase of 
16.6% in 2017 as compared to 2016. Thank you! Because of your support and response 
to God’s call, Trinity will be able to impact our community in ways we can’t even 
anticipate and bring hope through the transforming love of Jesus Christ to those in need. 
 
The Trinity s  and Leadership Board are dedicated to the careful nancial 
management of the resources you’ve entrusted to us. If you ever have any questions 
regarding Trini nancial stewardship, please do not hesitate to contact me directly. I 
would be more than happy to answer any questions you may have.  I consider it a 
blessing to have the opportunity to serve as Trinity’s Business Administrator.  
 
- Wade Steen, CPA 
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For the past year we have been asking 
you to “opt in” to receive an electronic 
version of Trinity Times that will be 
emailed to your inbox a few days 
before the hard copies are sent. You get 
the information faster, and you help the 
church save money by cu ng printing 
and mailing costs. Thank you to 
everyone who helped us to maximize 
this mission.  
 
In the coming months, all members 
who have given us their email address 
will receive a digital version of Trinity 
Times hot o  the press! If you need to 
update your email address or make 
sure we have it, please do not hesitate 
to notify our church ce or ll out the 
registration form online. For those who 
have already signed up online, your 
service will continue as it has over the 
past year with no interruption. 
 
Now, while we move ahead with rolling 
out this digital conversion, we want to 
make sure that anyone who would like 
or prefer a printed copy continues to 
stay in touch with all the exciting details 
about Trinity’s ministries, activities, 
news, etc. We’re going to work hard to 
keep you connected!  Will you help us 
in making this happen?  All you have to 
do to “opt in” for a hard copy is to 
complete the enclosed envelope with 
all of your current information and 
return it to the church o ce through 
mail or in person. Anyone who returns 
this envelope will continue to receive a 
hard copy without interruption. 
 
Thank you for your continued support 
of Trinity Church and our visioning to 
the future! 

T I M E S

IMPORTANT
ANNOUNCEMENT



 

We are excited to o er the second session of the Trinity Children's Choir this Lenten season! All children Pre-K - G5 are invited to join us 
on Tuesday a ernoons from 4:00-4:45 PM in the Choir Room. Pra ti es begin on March 7 and run through April 4, with no pra ti e on 
March 14 during Spring Break. Children in grades Pre-K – G2 will rehearsal for 30 minutes from 4:00-4:30, while children in grades 3 - 5 
will stay an add tional 15 minutes. We will be performing on Palm Sunday (April 9) at the end of the 9:00 AM Trad tional Service and the 
beginning of the 10:00 AM Contemporary Service.  
 
Our rst session was a great success, and we hope to have even more TrinityKids this time! If your child would like to parti pate in the 
Trinity Children's Choir, please go to our church website and ll out a registration form. (If you participated last session and you already 
completed this form, you do not need to register again.) If you have any questions, please feel free to contact our Choir Director, Kati
Widing. (kati widing@gmail.com). Looking forward to another fun- lled session! 
 

TUESDAY, APRIL 25 
5:00 – 6:30 PM 

(Dinner) 
6:30 – 7:30 PM  

(Talk & Kids Activity) 
 

 
In an e ort to make our church gatherings more accessible and a ra tive 

to all Trinity members, we have decided to make our next TrinityTalks 
family-friendly! Kids Eat FREE at this event and our amazing Kitchen Crew 

will be working hard to prepare a kid-friendly meal in add tion to the 
delicious one prepared for adults. Please bring your families and enjoy a 
hot cooked meal together. At 6:30 PM, the children will be escorted by 
our youth to enjoy several fun a tiv ties that will keep them entertained 

while parents parti pate in the TrinityTalk. This is a great opportunity for 
people of all ages to join in fellowship and collaboration for building the 

future of our church. 



 
Thank you! Thank you! The 2016 Christmas 
O ering raised over $20,000 to support the 
mission and outreach ministries of Trinity 
Church. We’ll use your giving in 2017 to start 
new mission partnerships and support our 
existing mission partners. Together, we’re 
furthering the work of Jesus and his church to 
touch the lives of our neighbors in miraculous 
ways! 

 

New Shepherds for the Y Family Center 
We’re pleased to welcome Andrea and Ben Biada, Morgan and Je  Linn, and Amanda and  Hicks as the new shepherds 
for our monthly Taco Wednesday meal at the YWCA Family Center. Each month, we serve a delicious and healthy meal to 
about 150 individuals staying at the Y. Our shepherds will help to coordinate donations, recruit and remind servants to 
prepare and serve the meal, and much more. We couldn’t do it without them! A special thanks to Rosemary Brammell, Jill 
Hess, and Carol Savage who are stepping back from their shepherd roles back into “active servant” roles.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Great Day of Service (GDOS) 

 
 

Trinity’s GDOS is our best opportunity to serve Columbus as 
a church family! Save the date for this Spring’s GDOS on 

Saturday, April 29, from 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM. We’ll serve 
various area organizations, all on one morning. A great 

opportunity to serve with your Community Group or your 
family. You can sign up on our main website. 

 
 

Beginning March 1, there will be an upgraded space to share 
your canned goods for NNEMAP Food Pantry, supplies for 
Vacation Bible School (VBS), clothes for New Life, and much 
more. Our new Donations Closet is your one stop drop for 
any and all in-kind donations for our church programming 
and mission partners. Located in the Hallway between the 
Sanctuary and Crossroads across from the Prayer Room. 
Look for the signs! 

EASTER ON FIFTH 
Easter will be here before you know it and with it, Trinity’s annual Easter on 
Fi h project. Easter on Fi h raises funds for blankets, sheets, pillowcases, 
and sleeping bags to be distributed to our low-income neighbors from the 

New Life Clothing Room. $50 covers one (1) bed set or two (2) sleeping 
bags; $25 covers 1/2 bed set or one (1) sleeping bag. Make checks payable 

to Trinity UMC, Memo: Easter on Fi h 2017. To make a donation online, 
visit h p://bit.ly/1jQrmW0  

 

LOOK AT WHAT GOD CAN DO! 
A hearty “thank you” for your prayers and support for our Volunteers 
in Mission (VIM) team as we traveled to Mexico this past January 11 – 
15. Our team of 17 medical professionals and helping hands served 
about 235 people across three medical clinics in Tamaulipas State AND 
did nishing work on an orphanage which will get 20 children o  the 
streets of Nuevo Progreso and into a safe home. We’re already looking 
forward to 2018! 

 



2017 Women’s Retreat 
The Women’s Retreat is a wonderful opportunity to meet new friends and reconnect 
with old friends. You will be encouraged to learn, grow, refresh, and retreat! 

Hiking, yoga, swimming, reading, napping, ng are just a few of the activ ties on 
our agendas for our stay at the beauti  Salt Fork Lodge. All women and their 
sisters, daughters, mothers, and friends are invited to join us for this weekend away. 
Sister Carol Ann Spencer will lead us in exploring how our faith calls us to interact 
with the commun ties around us. Cost ranges from $170 - $310 depending on your 
rooming arrangement. Grants are available. Please register on our main website. 

Friday, April 21 @ 7:00 PM - Sunday, April 23 @ 12:00 PM 
Salt Fork State Park Lodge (Lore City, Ohio) 

 

HOST a Spring Community Group! 

Life is best lived … together! Consider yourself invited to HOST a 
Community Group this spring.  

As a host you are encouraged to personally invite a group of 8 - 12 people to 
gather for ve-weeks beginning on April 30 to explore a study that 
complements our Sunday sermons. A weekly video segment and pre-w n 
guide are provided for each HOST and gatherings can occur either at Trinity 
Church or in your own home. Groups have the ibility to meet on a date 
and a time that best s the group (Monday through Saturday). And if you’d 
like to serve a refreshment, we’re sure your members will love it.  

Sounds like something you’d like to try? Here are your next steps: 1). Begin 
inv ting family, friends, co-workers, neighbors, and even acquaintances. 2). 
Plan to join us Sunday, April 23, r 11 am worship for a 60 minute HOST 
orientation. 3). Challenge yourself to be in Sunday worship as much as 
possible! 

Can’t HOST but want to join a Community Group? Contact Pastor Katy.  

 

Membership at Trinity 

Have you been wondering where you  in the church? Find a new way to 
belong, connect, and commit by joining the spring Membership Class. We 
will meet for three weeks, and you will be welcomed into the church on 
Sunday. Light dinner provided. Welcoming Sunday is May 14.  

Three weeks | Sundays | April 30 – May 14 | 5:30 PM | Trinity Chapel | 

Childcare provided 

 
Staying in Love 

 
Falling in love is easy, but staying there 
is something else ti ly. Is it possible 
for two people to fall in love and 
actually stay in love? Absolutely! We’ll 
learn what staying in love looks like in 
this four week, small group series based 
on the book en by Andy Stanley. 

Four weeks | Sundays | April 2 – 23 | 

5:00 PM | Trinity Chapel | Childcare 

provided 

 

 
God gives each of us a unique calling. 
Explore how God has SHAPEd you for 
life and work in the world as you 
discover your Spiritual Heart, 
Abil ti Personality, and Experiences. 

Five weeks | Wednesdays | May 3 - 31 

| 6:00 PM | Trinity Chapel | Childcare 

provided 
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High School: July 1-9, $500, Pine Ridge, South Dakota 

Middle School: July 23-29, $450, Charleston, West Virginia 
Trinity Student Ministry will 

have the opportunity to partner 

with Next Step Ministries this 

summer for our mission 

experiences. Next Step partners 

with communities by providing 

weeklong mission experiences 

throughout the summer that 

bring long-lasting impact for the 

community and students. Next 

Step provides work projects that 

are asked for by the community 

and focuses on relationship 

building as an integral part of 

their mission. Partnering with 

Next Step will also allow our 

students to engage in worship 

provided by a team dedicated to 

singing, teaching, and discipling 

students for the entire summer. 

God is calling us to these two 

locations speci�ically so that we 

may further develop our students 

into faithful followers of Jesus. 

Students will experience fruitful 

ministries outside of their 

comfort zones at these locations. 

We believe the impact of these 

mission experiences will last for 

years and years to come, as 

students engage in meaningful 

community relationships that 

incorporate work projects, 

worship, and intentional 

messages for faith development. 

We cannot wait to see how God 

will move through these two 

weeks of service. We are 

continually amazed and thankful 

for the willingness of our 

students to give up their time and 

be the hands and feet of Christ. 

Ways you can pray for these missional opportunities: 

1. For the Holy Spirit to guide our students and reveal the love of God to them in new and exciting ways. 

2. For the sites and people that we will meet along the way. 

3. For lasting community impact that will go far beyond our week of service. 

4. For students to build strong relationships with God and each other. 

5. For the leadership of Next Step Ministries as they reach communities around the globe. 

Trinity Student Ministry 
Summer Missions 



Permanent	  Endowment	  Unrestricted

Permanent	  Endowment	  Ministry

Permanent	  Endowment	  Mission

Permanent	  Endowment	  Youth

Unrestricted,	  Undesignated

Unrestricted,	  Electrical

2016 ANNUAL REPORT
GRANTS

$10,000 Methodist	  
Theological	  
Seminary

$30,000 Web	  Ministry

$750 Carillon	  Chimes	  
repair

$7,000 High	  School	  
Youth	  Cuba	  
Mission	  Trip

$3,500 Keri	  Willard	  
Seminary

$61,000
Fellowship	  

Hall Crossroads	  
ideo	  

E uipment

FUNDS

Barbara	  Amling
Ralph	  and	  Ann	  Anderson
Steven	  Balaban
Chuck	  and	  Marilyn	  Barker
John	  and	  Barbara	  Barta
Jim	  and	  Sue	  Benes
John	  Bennett
John	  Benya
Shirley	  Biegler
James	  Black
Gary	  and	  Carol	  Brand	  
Laura	  Brengartner
Marilyn	  Briggs	  
Margaret	  Chambers
Judy	  Coles
Bill	  and	  Barbara	  Coombs
Betty	  Creagan
Suzanne	  Cruickshank
Kirk	  Cupp
Kelly	  Cusack
Marilee	  Dam
Keith	  and	  Carolyn	  De oe
Mary	  Devore
Steve	  and	  Sandy	  Eaton	  
John	  and	  Flo	  Ann	  Easton
Joanne	  Ebner
Sue	  Eickelberg
William	  and	  Nancy	  
Eisnaugle
Mark	  and	  Patricia	  French

Jill	  Friend
Robert	  and	  Elizabeth	  Fox
Corinne	  Garvey
Lois	  Goodell
Doris	  Grandy
Barna Graves
David	  and	  Debbie	  Guthrie
Lydia	  Hadley
June	  Harcum
Jim	  and	  Susan	  Hency
Bruce	  and	  Donna	  Hirsch
Richard	  and	  Karen	  Hopper
Fern	  Hunt	  
Barbara	  Jones
Alberta	  Kaiser
Robert	  Keidan
Carol	  Kimball
Dorothy	  Kreinbihl
Joe	  and	  Sharon	  Lee
Terry	  and	  Mary	  Jo	  Ley
Mary	  Lewis	  
Maureen	  Lince
Phillip	  and	  Katherine	  Love
Jan	  Linker
Dan	  Magnuson
Sondra	  Matter
Jim	  and	  Connie	  McCall
Audrey	  Melville	  
James	  and	  Nancy	  Monahan
Philip	  and	   ictoria	  Moseley

James	  and	  Becky	   berla
Gary	  and	  Barbara	   rr	  
Bob	  and	   Cheryl	  Parsons
James	  and	  Janette	  Pepper
Peter	  and	  Linda	  Pointer
Helen	  Rodebaugh
John	  and	  Mary	  Rohal
Jay	  and	  Joyce	  Schoedinger
Nadine	  Spencer
Ed	  and	  Jeanie	  Spiker
Ruben	  and	   era	  Spurlock
Charlie	  and	  Ann	  Stearns
Wade	  and	  Marty	  Steen
Jac uelyn	  Studebaker
Mary	  Jean	  Swenson
Mark	  and	  Julie	  Swepston
Joan	  Taylor	  and	  Family	  
George	  and	  Nancy	  Walter
Bob	  and	  Cathy	  Warmbrod
David	  and	   elma	  Williams
Bob	  and	  Betty	  Winchester
Friends	  of	  Allen	  Kuehnle
Stovall	   	  Neuman LLP
IT	  Risk	  Team,	  Huntington	  
Bank
Green	   	  Sons,	  LTD
Probus Club

Thank You to our 2016 Donors!

Our Church Family

In	  Sympathy

Trinity	  sympathies	  are	  extended	   to	  
Jim	  and	  Susan	  Hency and	  family	  in	  
the	  passing	  of	  Jim’s	  sister,	  Sally	  
Holleman…and	  to	  the	  Geraldine	  
Boyce	  family.	  Geraldine	  was	  104	  
years	  of	  age	  and	  a	  beloved	  
member	  of	  Trinity.	  

Births

The	  roses	  on	  the	  altar	  were	  
presented	   with	  thanksgiving	  to	  
God	  for	  the	  birth	   of	  Elsa	  May	  
Goodwin,	   daughter	   of	  Brad	   and	  
Beth	  Goodwin.	   Tom	  and	  Janet	  
Goodwin	   are	  the	  paternal	  
grandparents…for	   the	  birth	   of	  
Samuel	  William	  Granger,	   son	  of	  
Matt	  and	  Allyson	  Granger.	  Liz	  and	  
Jim	  Winfree are	  the	  maternal	  
grandparents…for	   the	  birth	   of	  
Charles	  Banbury Lamb,	  son	  of	  
Quinn	  and	  Maggie	  Lamb.	  Rick	  and	  
Libby	  Germain are	  the	  maternal	  
grandparents…for	   the	  birth	   of	  
Henry	  Francis	  Germain,	  son	  of	  John	  
and	  Taylor	  Germain.	  Rick	  and	  Libby	  
Germain are	  the	  paternal	  
grandparents…for	   the	  birth	   of	  
Grant	  Edward	  Rasey,	  son	  of	  
Lindsay	  and	  Phillip	   Rasey…and	  for	  
the	  birth	   of	  Helena	  Kilan,	   daughter	  
of	  Dariusz Kilan and	  Aleksandra	  
Nadolska who	  worship	   online	   from	  
Poland.

Gifts	   to	  the	  Trinity	  Foundation

In	  memory	  of…David	  Preston	  
Rodebaugh by	  Helen	  Rodebaugh.

Welcomed	   into	  Membership

Hope	  Weber	  	  	   	  	  	  Bill	   Allman
Laura	  Coffee	  	  	  	   	  	  Jennifer	   Morris
Chris	  Woeste Jon	  Elsner
Margaret	  Day	  	  	  	  Sarah	  Cosslet

Allison	  Specht	  2016	  FOUNDATION	  BOARD	  MEMBERS:	  Carol	  Baker,	  Kelly	  Cantwell,	  Lisa	  
Farber,	  Carrie	  Glaeden (Chair),	  Megan	  Haddox ,	  John	  Hagely,	  Bob	  Koblentz,	  Millie	  
McVey,	  Laura	  Richter,	  Chris	  Stover,	  Pete	  White.



Non Profit 
Organization 

US 
POSTAGE 

PAID 
Columbus, OH 

Permit NO. 1122 
1581 CAMBRIDGE BLVD., COLUMBUS, OHIO 43212 

T R I N I T Y  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H 


